
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Polk County 
Planning Commission 
September 25, 2015 

 
Call to Order:  9:01 A.M. 
 
Members in Attendance:  Donovan Wright, Robert Franks, Rolland Gagner, Len Vonasek,  

Wayne Melbye, Dennis Yell, Mike Powers, Paul Jore, and Warren Strandell. 
 
Members Absent:  Arlet Phillips, Courtney Pulkrabek 
 
Also Present:  Polk County Environmental Services’ staff: Jacob Snyder & Michelle Erdmann. 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made to approve the Planning Commission minutes from August 28,  

2015 by Gagner.  Second by Melbye.  All in favor. 
 

Public Hearing:            CUP Becky Charuk                  Parcels # 45.00495.00 

Powers turned the hearing over to Snyder to go through the power point slides. 
 
Snyder stated that the applicants are requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to build a 1,536  

sq. ft. accessory structure on a riparian lot located less than 300 from the OHW in the 
Shoreland District on Lake Sarah. 

 
Snyder stated the PCZO 18.2225 F lists the requirements for accessory structures in the 
 Shoreland District. 
  
Snyder went over the pertinent facts and stated that the applicant own a riparian lot on Lake  

Sarah.  The parcel is 1.13 acres (49,000 sq. ft.) in size.  The applicant would like to build 
a 32’ x 48’ (15,36 sq. ft.) structure for storage.  The structure is proposed to be over 150 
feet from the closest point of the OHW and will meet all setbacks. 

 
The applicant submitted a passing septic compliance inspection.  The applicant currently has a 8’  

x 12’ (96 sq. ft.) shed on the property.  This shed will need to be removed or moved, so it 
is at least 300’ from the OHW in order to meet the 1600 sq. ft. requirement. 

 
 



No comments were received.  Snyder then went over slides showing the property and its  
location.  Staff is recommending approval of the CUP request with the condition that the 
existing 8’ x 12’ shed located on the property is either: 

 a.) removed from the property by 10/6/2016 or 
 b.) Relocated on the property so it is at least 300’ from the OHW of Lake Sarah and  
  all other applicable setbacks are met by 10/6/2016. 
 
It was noted that the applicant was not present at the meeting. 
 
Jore asked about the small shed, and if it didn’t have a foundation, would it be okay to leave  

there?  Snyder stated that all structures over 3’ in height need a permit and a foundation 
doesn’t have any bearing.  Snyder added that once over 300 feet from the OHW then 
landowners can construct larger structures.  Two up to 3200 sq. feet total allowed with 
max size of 2400 sq. feet. 

 
Vonasek asked about the use of the shed?  Snyder said storage as there is no garage on the  

property. Vonasek then asked as if approval of this would generate more requests for 
large sheds?  Snyder said no, all the lots in this area are over 40,000 sq. ft. and this lot is 
the only one odd shaped.  Snyder added that most landowners along this stretch of Lake 
Sarah can apply for a CUP based on lot size or meet the 300 feet from the OHW to be 
considered for larger accessory structures. 

 
Vonasek asked about the type of septic located on the property?  Snyder said it is a trench and  

most in the area are in ground systems as the elevation is about 20 feet higher than the 
lake.   

 
Yell asked if the applicants are aware of the move/removal condition for the shed?  Snyder said  

they are but just are not sure yet which they will do. 
 
Melbye made a motion to recommend approval to the County Board with the condition: 

 That the existing 8’ x 12’ shed located on the property is either: 
 a.) removed from the property by 10/6/2016 or 
 b.) Relocated on the property so it is at least 300’ from the OHW of Lake Sarah and  
  all other applicable setbacks are met by 10/6/2016. 
Second by Vonasek.  All in favor. 
 
Snyder informed those in attendance that this would be going before the County Board on  

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at 8:50 a.m. for final approval. 
 
Snyder updated the Planning Commission on the Gunderson/Sorvig campground on Lake Sarah. 

They are in the process of getting one camper permitted and hooked to a septic system.  
They also now have their own driveway and the well is no longer shared. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 
 


