
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Polk County 
Planning Commission 

March 25, 2016 
 

Call to Order:  9:30 A.M. 
 
Members in Attendance:  Donovan Wright, Robert Franks, Mike Powers, Paul Jore, Courtney  
 Pulkrabek, Wayne Melbye, Arlet Phillips, and Don Diedrich 

 
Members Absent:   Dennis Yell, Len Vonasek 
 
Also Present:  Polk County Environmental Services’ staff: Josh Holte & Michelle Erdmann. 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made to approve the Planning Commission minutes from February 26, 
2016 by Wright.  Second by Franks.  All in favor. 
 
Since the applicant Dave Eischens was present, the Chairman opted to go with his hearing and  
 then follow with the Lambright hearing as they were not present. 
 
Public Hearing: CUP  Dave Eischens               Parcel #27.00248.00 
 
Powers read the notice, waiving the full legal reading, and turned the hearing over to Holte. 
 
Holte stated that the applicants are requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to build a 30’ x 

52’ (1560 sq.ft.) accessory structure and hook a compliant septic system to it on a 
riparian lot located less than 300 feet from the OHW in the Shoreland District.  

 
Holte read the PCZO Sections 18.2225 E and F that apply to this request. 
  
Holte went over the pertinent facts and stated that the applicant owns a riparian lot on Anderson  

Lake (connected to Union).  The lot is 55,465 sq. ft.  The applicant would like to build a 
1560 sq. ft. structure for a shop/storage.  The applicant would like to have a small 
bathroom in the building and will have a septic contractor determine whether to tie into 
the existing septic system or install a new system for the storage building. 

 
 
 



Holte stated that the applicant will need to get a septic compliance inspection and a septic design  
submitted before the building permit application is approved.    The applicant will be 
required to complete and record a no guesthouse waiver before the building permit is 
issued.  The structure is proposed to be approximately 225 feet from the OHW and meet 
all other setbacks.  There is currently a mobile home on this property.  The applicant does 
own the property next door and received a CUP for a storage building on that property in 
2013. 

 
Holte said that Stephanie Klamm, DNR Area Hydrologist, stated that if Polk County approves  
 this application the DNR would recommend the following conditions: 
 a. Not allow more than 25% of a lot covered by impervious surface with the new  
  accessory structure or future buildings. 

b. The accessory structure meets all requirements of the Polk County Shoreland 
Ordinance. 

c. The accessory structure meets the height restrictions of 15 feet. 
d. No living/sleeping quarters or kitchen facilities shall be added to the structure in 

the future. 
 
Holte then went over slides showing the application, DNR Letter, maps of the property and  
 photos and drawings of the property. 
 
Holte stated that staff is recommending approval of the CUP with the following conditions: 
 a. No guest house uses – applicant shall have furnished evidence of having recorded  

the signed guest house waiver with the property deed before the building permit is 
issued. 

 b. The applicant shall submit a passing septic compliance inspection and/or septic  
  design before the building permit is issued. 
 c. No future development shall be allowed on the lot that would exceed the 25%  

impervious surface requirement.  This shall include sidewalks, patios, pavers, 
etc.) 

 d. The applicant shall maintain adequate vegetative screening between the 1560 sq.  
  ft. structure and the OHW for Anderson Lake. 
 
Gagner asked if this was primarily for personal storage?  Eischens said yes. 
 
Jore made a motion to recommend approval of the CUP to the County Board with staff  
 conditions.  Second by Pulkrabek.  All in favor. 
 
Holte said that this will go before the County Board for final approval on Tuesday April 5th,  
 2016 at 8:50 a.m.. 
 
 
Public Hearing: CUP  Christian Lambright              Parcel #28.00293.00 
 
Powers read the notice, waiving the full legal reading, and turned the hearing over to Holte. 
 



Holte stated that the applicants are requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to operate a dog  
breeding business within the general agricultural zoning district in Section 36 of Garfield 
Township. 

 
Holte read the PCZO Sections 13.7010 that applies to this request. 
 
Holte went over the pertinent facts and stated that the property is owned by the applicant’s father  

and the kennel would be on an 80 acre parcel located in section 36 of Garfield Township.  
The proposed kennel would be located approximately 700’ from the nearest residence 
other than the applicants home on the site.  Holte visited the site and with the applicant 
since they would not be attending the hearing. 

 
Holte also stated that the applicant will need to obtain a Variance for operation of the dog  

breeding business.  The applicant already started the dog breeding business and has 
licenses through the USDA and the MN Board of Animal Health. 

 
Holte said the applicant is proposing to have 36 adult breeding animals onsite.  The applicant  

only has “lap dogs” and the dogs are housed in two small buildings.  There are 18 dogs 
per building with 3-4 males in each building.  There are normally only around 3 litters of 
puppies at any given time.  The breeds of dogs that the applicant has include:  Pekingese, 
Poodle, Yorkshire Terrier and Bishan Frise. 

 
Holte stated the dogs are housed in compatible groups of four or less and have access to outside  

via spring loaded entry/exit doors.  Dogs with litters are housed individually with their 
litters.  Adults are housed in the primary enclosures and meet and exceed all USDA and 
MNBOAH regulations.  Enclosures are constructed of coated wire and dividers are 
constructed of poly plastic.  

 
The applicant told Holte that the dogs are housed on wire, with access to carpets.  This helps  

with cleanliness and disease control.  Climate in the buildings is very controlled with 
wood stove for heat and windows/vents of ventilation.  The applicant orders high 
nutrition dog food and has food delivered by the pallet from a supply company. 

 
Holte also stated that the animal waste is cleaned from the pens regularly and waste is placed  

into a compost pile, along with the dirty shavings.  The primary enclosures are washed 
with soap and water every two weeks to ensure cleanliness.   The floor, underneath the 
enclosures have shavings cleaned out every week to ten days and are washed down with 
soap and water before shavings are spread.  Dogs are groomed/trimmed twice a year to 
maintain a nice coat. 

 
The applicant hires a friend to help transport the puppies to pet stores.  The applicant stated that  

the only location available for these sheds within the farm yard is within 1000’ from the 
nearest residence. 

 
 
 



No comments have been received.  Holte then went over slides showing the application, letter  
 from the applicant, operational plan, maps and pictures of the property. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the CUP with the following conditions: 
 a. The CUP will only be approved if the applicant is able to obtain a variance from  
  the Board of Adjustment. 
 b. An operational plan be submitted and kept on file with Polk County. 
 c. Applicant will be limited to a maximum of 36 adult breeding dogs on the  
  property.  
 
Duane Fealy, neighbor located at the 700’ setback, arrived.  Powers asked if he has any concerns  

with the applicants request?  Fealy stated that he likes the boys, not the dad.  There is 
some dog barking and calf noise that could be a problem.  Diedrich asked if he was 
objecting to the request.  Fealy said not really, feels the boy should do a better job than 
the ones before.  Powers said there appears to be a lot of trees between the dogs and 
Fealy.  Fealy said mostly swamp, can hardly hear the dogs, the kids are good, but he has 
not time for the dad.  His concerns are with selling the property.  He said he has no 
problem with the kennel but he won’t sign anything.  This is the 3rd kid to have a kennel 
on the property. 
 

Powers stated the application says they are breeding lap/small dogs not large ones.  He then read  
to Mr. Fealy a portion of the letter submitted by the applicant.   Fealy said that the 
applicants have lived there for about 8-10 years.  Melbye suggested we leave the 
condition of a maximum of 36 breeding adults.   

 
Melbye made a motion to recommend approval to the County Board with staff conditions.   
 Second by Pulkrabek.  All in favor. 
 
Holte said that this will go before the County Board for final approval on Tuesday April 5th,  
 2016 at 8:50 a.m.. 
 
Old/New Business: Holte discussed possible ordinance amendments.  He also informed the  

group about a BOA/PC training coming up on April 20, 2016 at UMC.  More 
information/maps will be mailed out soon. 

 
Meeting Adjourned  


