
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Polk County 
Planning Commission 

February 26, 2016 
 

Call to Order:  9:00 A.M. 
 
Members in Attendance:  Donovan Wright, Robert Franks, Mike Powers, Paul Jore, Courtney  
 Pulkrabek, Wayne Melbye, Arlet Phillips, Dennis Yell and Warren Strandell 

 
Members Absent:   Rolland Gagner, Len Vonasek 
 
Also Present:  Polk County Environmental Services’ staff: Josh Holte & Michelle Erdmann. 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made to approve the Planning Commission minutes from January 22, 
2016 by Franks.  Second by Wright.  All in favor. 
 
Public Hearing: CUP  Premier Signs LLP               Parcel #72.00082.00 
 
Powers read the notice, waiving the full legal reading, and turned the hearing over to Holte. 
 
Holte stated that the applicants are requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to locate a new  

12’ x 48’ lighted, double faced billboard sign on a parcel of land owned by Lynn and 
Sara Lucken in Section 11 of Winger Township. 

 
Holte read the PCZO Section 16.3050 that applies to this request. 
  
Holte went over the pertinent facts and stated that the applicant will be leasing the land from Jeff  

Lucken (Lynn and Sara Lucken Trustees).  The property is approximately 34 acres.  The 
proposed sign would be 12’ x 48’ and a height of 25 ft.  The proposed sign would also be 
the only billboard located on this property. 
 

Holte also stated that the sign will have a changeable message face on the front and back.  It will  
be fully illuminated with indirect lighting.  The applicant still needs to receive a permit 
from the Minnesota Department of Transportation’s permit office which is generally 
gotten after the County permits are received. 

 
 



Holte said that the property is zoned in the Industrial zoning district and there is a salvage yard  
located on the property.  The proposed sign will meet the 50’ property line setback and 
the 10’ off the right of way setback. 

 
Holte stated that the only comment received was from Earl Hill with MnDOT and he stated that  
 they don’t have any concerns with the proposed request. 
 
Holte then went over slides that showed the application, property pictures, property maps and  
 plans of where the billboard will be located. 
 
Staff is recommending approval of the CUP with the following conditions: 
 1. Applicant must receive and submit an Advertising Device Permit from the  
  Minnesota Department of Transportation. 
 
 2. The sign shall not exceed 35 feet in height above the average grade. 

 3. The applicant must submit a copy of the lease agreement. 

 4. All County, State and Federal regulations and setbacks shall be followed. 

Powers asked if anyone had any questions. 

Franks made a motion to recommend approval of the CUP with staff conditions to the County 
 Board.  Second by Pulkrabek.  All in favor. 

Holte said that this will go before the County Board for final approval on Tuesday March 1, 2016  
 at 8:50 a.m.. 
 
Old/New Business: Adoption of “Rules of Procedure” and “Order of Dialogue”. 
 
Powers would like to add – turn off your cell phones, and suggested a $5 fine if it goes off during  
 a meeting, which is what the County Board does. 
 
Wright made a motion to adopt the two documents.  Second by Phillips.  All in favor. 
 
Holte informed the group that he is looking at scheduling a day long training for all PC and BOA  
 members as well as those from surrounding Counties sometime in late March/early April. 
 
Meeting Adjourned  


