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 Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., November 6, 2012 in the Commissioners Room, 

Government Center, Crookston, MN.  Members present:  Commissioner William Montague, 

Commissioner Craig Buness, Commissioner Warren Strandell, Commissioner Don Diedrich and 

Charles Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board.  Members absent: Commissioner 

Warren Affeldt.  Others present: Jack Schmalenberg, County Administrator, Judith H. 

Luettjohann, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Buness and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the agenda and consent agenda for 

November 6, 2012: 

 

1. Approve Auditor Warrants. 

2. Approve payment to International City/County Management Association (ICMA) –  

  Membership Dues for the Polk County Administrator in the amount of $943.80. 

 3. Approve payment to MN DARE Officers Association, Alexandria, MN in the  

  amount of $200.00 for Conference fees for the Sheriff’s Office. 

 4. Approve payment for Post Office Rental, Fosston, MN in the amount of $110.00 for  

  the Fosston Incinerator.  

5. Out-of-State Travel – Social Worker, Kim Tweten – Differential Response in Child 

Welfare Conference in Henderson Nevada – November 14-16, 2012.  $1,000 stipend      

provided by the MN Department of Human Services.  Meals and incidental travel 

allowance of $71.00/day identified on GSA website. 

 

 Richard Rock came before the Board to discuss the Z-Place/Rock’s Jewelry building 

demolition.  A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to authorize the acceptance of a quote for the 

demolition of the Z-Place/Rocks Jewelry building up to statutory limits. 

  

 Richard Sanders, Polk County Highway/Ditch Engineer came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Buness, seconded by 

Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the petition on 

SD 61 Lateral 1, Section 20, Gully Township and appoint Richard Sanders as Ditch Engineer 

and authorize the work to be done.  A motion was made by Commissioner seconded by 

Commissioner and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the MnDOT/Polk County 

Master Partnership Agreement Renewal #02389 from previous Agreement 92049 and authorize the 

Chairman of the Board and County Administrator to sign said Renewal. 

  

 The following resolution (2012-11-56) was offered by Commissioner Strandell: 

 

 WHEREAS, The Minnesota Department of Transportation wishes to cooperate closely with 

local units of government to coordinate the delivery of transportation services and maximize 

the efficient delivery of such services at all levels of government; and 

 



 

2 

 

 WHEREAS, Mn/DOT and local governments are authorized by Minnesota Statutes sections 

471.59, 174.02, and 161.20, to undertake collaborative efforts for the design, construction, 

maintenance and operation of state and local roads; and 

 

 WHEREAS, The parties wish to be able to respond quickly and efficiently to such 

opportunities for collaboration, and have determined that having the ability to write “work 

orders” against a master contract would provide the greatest speed and flexibility in 

responding to identified needs. 

 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

 

1. That the County of Polk enter into a Master Partnership Contract with the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation, a copy of which was before the Board. 

2. That the proper Polk County officers are authorized to execute such contract and 

any amendments thereto. 

3. That the Polk County Engineer if authorized to negotiate work order contracts 

pursuant to the Master Contract, which work order contracts may provide for 

payment to or from Mn/DOT, and that the Polk County Engineer may execute 

such work order contracts on behalf of Polk County without further approval by 

Polk County Board. 

 

 Commissioner Diedrich seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Diedrich.  NAYS: None 

  

Rob Wagner, Director of Assessment Services came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 

Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the following 

homestead abatement: 
 
 

Name/Address 

 
 

Parcel #/Legal Description 

 
Amount of Tax 

Reduction 

 
 
 

Reason 

    
    

 
SALLY I MARTUSHOFF 
305 MINNESOTA AVE E 
WINGER MN 56592  
 
 

 
Parcel #94.00136.00 
 
City of Winger 
 
LAWNDALE ADD Lot 001 Block 
001 94004 W 64' of Lot 1  
 
 

 
$334.00 

 
Homestead Application Reduction 

for Taxes  
Payable 2012 

  

 The following resolution (2012-11-57) was offered by Commissioner Buness: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County that the 

Application for Repurchase of Forfeited Property by Shirley M. Olson, Personal 

Representative of David Torgerson, Parcel No. 54.00143.00 is hereby approved. 

 

 Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 
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upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Affeldt, Diedrich.  NAYS: None 

  

Michelle Cote, Director of Property Records came before the Board to discuss matters 

pertaining to her department.  The 2010, 2011, and 2012 PILT payments were discussed.  A motion 

was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by 

unanimous vote of the Board to authorize the purchase of a new scanner for the License Center in 

the amount of $615 plus scanner installation and end user training charge of $200 and a new lap top 

in the amount of $1,099.20. 

 

 Sarah Reese, Polk County Public Health Director came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to her department.  Ms. Reese reviewed the MN Community Health Service System with 

the Board.  A discussion was held on the Polk-Norman-Mahnomen Community Health Board, 

along with Operating Procedures.  A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 

Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to appoint Commissioners 

Buness and Montague and Barbara Muesling as the Polk County Community Representative to the 

Polk-Norman-Mahnomen Community Health Board.  A request was received for the Nurse Family 

Partnership for first-time mothers to partner with Norman/Mahnomen Counties.  A motion was 

made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous 

vote of the Board to approve the Child and Teen Check-up Outreach Contract with the Department 

of Health. 

 

 The following resolution (2012-11-58) was offered by Commissioner Buness: 

 

WHEREAS, Polk County has entered into a joint powers agreement with Norman 

County and Mahnomen County to establish a joint Community Health Board, effective 

October 1, 2012, which officially has been named the Polk-Norman-Mahnomen 

Community Health Board; and 

 

WHEREAS, The joint powers agreement provides that the Polk-Norman-Mahnomen 

Community Health Board shall possess all of the powers and duties now assigned by the 

law pursuant to Minnesota Statues Chapter 145A, as now enacted or hereinafter 

amended; and 

 

WHEREAS, Polk County desires that all of the powers and duties of the Polk County 

Community Health Board shall be assigned to the Polk-Norman-Mahnomen Community 

Health Board effective January 1, 2013. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That effective December 31, 2012, the Polk 

County Community Health Board shall be dissolved, and effective January 1, 2013, the 

powers and duties of the Polk County Community Health Board shall be assigned to the 

Polk-Norman-Mahnomen Community Health Board.      

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Polk County Community Health Board shall 

retain the powers and duties, including fiscal management and required reporting and 

record keeping, which were assigned to the Polk County Community Health Board up to 

and including the date of dissolution. 
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 Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Diedrich.  NAYS: None 

  

 Jon Steiner, Environmental Services Director came before the Board to discuss matters 

pertaining to his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 

Commissioner Buness and adopted by Ayes: Buness, Strandell, Montague, Nays: Diedrich to accept 

the quote of  Kennedy Scales for the Mettler Toledo in the amount of $75,605.00 for a Landfill 

Scale.  Discussion was held on the Recycling Contract and personnel matters.  A motion was made 

by Commissioner Diedrich, seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote 

of the Board to authorize Jon Steiner to make the decision on personnel for the Recycling Contract.  

 

 Charles Whiting, County Administrator came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner 

Buness and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to authorize the hiring of an Office Support 

Specialist replacement in the Social Services Department.  A motion was made by Commissioner 

Strandell seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to 

approve Change Order No. 6 to C.L. Linfoot Co., Grand Forks, ND in the amount of $1,393.50 for 

additional labor and materials for the Polk County Highway Department Project.  Mr. Whiting 

reviewed the Multi-Year 2012 to 2014 audit agreements for the County.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Buness seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the 

Board  to approve the Multi-Year  Audit Agreement for 2012, 2013, 2014 with Hoffman, Dale & 

Swenson and authorize the Chairman of the Board and County Administrator to sign said 

Agreement.  A review of the Electronic Fund Transfer was done.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous vote of 

the Board to appoint  Commissioner Buness as a delegate and Charles Whiting as an alternate as 

Polk County’s MCIT Voting Delegate and Alternate.  A motion was made by Commissioner 

Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to 

approve the following: Commissioner Buness, Commissioner Strandell, Commissioner Montague, 

Commissioner Affeldt, Commissioner Diedrich, John Schmalenberg, County Administrator, and 

Robert Wagner, Director of Assessment Services, as AMC voting delegates for the AMC 

Conference. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell, seconded by Commissioner Buness, and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the October Auditor Warrants for payment: 
 

AUDITOR WARRANT 9/26/2012 

           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

               1 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         168.72 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......        $168.72 

 
                           AUDITOR WARRANTS 10/02/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           CARDMEMBER SERVICE                   6,540.96 

           CLEARWATER POLK ELECTRIC COOP          638.00 

           GLADEN CONSTRUCTION INC            268,855.22 

           GREATAMERICA LEASING CORP              384.27 

           KINETIC LEASING                        411.86 
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           LIBERTY LEASING                      4,061.25 

           MANATRON INC                        20,149.27 

           MN COUNTIES INFORMATION SYS          1,070.75 

           MN OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECH           848.23 

           NET TRANSCRIPTS INC                  1,232.70 

           REGENTS OF THE UNIV OF MN           21,320.01 

           STANLEY CONVERGENT                   1,070.60 

           TOURS & TRAVEL                         871.70 

           US POSTAL SERVICE (CMRS FP)          5,000.00 

           VERIZON WIRELESS                       468.96 

           WEST PAYMENT CENTER                    425.37 

              19 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300       2,020.88 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......    $335,370.03 

 
                         AUDITOR WARRANTS 10/09/2012 
          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          ARM OF MN                            3,000.00 

          BRADY MARTZ & ASSOC PC              15,700.00 

          EGF WATER & LIGHT DEPT               1,513.73 

          FOSSTON DAC                         11,340.00 

          FOSSTON MUNICIPAL UTILITIES         40,692.45 

          KNIFE RIVER MATERIALS            1,219,198.05 

          NORTH COUNTRY SECURITY INC           7,641.65 

          ODLAND FITZGERALD,REYNOLDS             543.75 

          POLK COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR           24,813.00 

          GLENN RAFFERTY                       1,200.00 

          TRI COUNTY COMMUNITY CORR        1,039,226.75 

          UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA           5,266.66 

          WEST PAYMENT CENTER                    968.34 

          WILD RICE ELEC CO-OP INC             2,249.86 

              9 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         769.60 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......  $2,374,123.84   

 
          AUDITOR WARRANT 10/11/2012 

          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF MN     138,741.00 

              0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......    $138,741.00   

 

                      AUDITOR WARRANTS 10/16/2012 
          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          ALTRU HEALTH SYSTEM                  2,653.00 

          BOB'S LAWN CARE                        331.91 

          CENTURY LINK                         1,079.51 

          COLE PAPERS INC                      3,886.24 

          CROOKSTON WATER DEPARTMENT             364.91 

          EAST GRAND FORKS CITY                1,828.25 

          EAST PC SOIL & WATER                19,600.00 

          FISCHER LAW OFFICE PLLC              1,687.50 

          GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO            838.06 

          LENES SAND & GRAVEL INC             14,848.22 

          LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS INC         7,918.85 

          MENTAL HEALTH DIVISION               1,533.00 
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          MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS            959.14 

          MN DEPT OF HEALTH                      382.50 

          OTTERTAIL POWER CO                   4,332.32 

          POLK CO HISTORICAL SOCIETY           7,250.00 

          RICOH PRODUCTION                       454.98 

          RUST STOCK RASMUSSON                 2,955.00 

          SAFETY COMPLIANCE SERVICES             975.00 

          THYGESON CONSTRUCTION CO             8,175.51 

          TRI-VALLEY OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL       7,170.00 

          VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,350.57 

          WARREN VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SER         416.67 

          WEST PAYMENT CENTER                    710.35 

          WEST POLK SOIL & WATER              19,600.00 

              2 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         265.00 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......    $111,566.49  

 
          AUDITOR WARRANT 10/22/2012 

          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          BREMER BANK NA                      34,800.00 

              0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......     $34,800.00 

 
                        AUDITOR WARRANTS 10/23/2012 
          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          ALTRU HEALTH SYSTEM                    909.50 

          BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSIO         870.00 

          CENTURY LINK                           746.67 

          EXPEDITE! DIRECT MAIL                8,500.00 

          FAMILY ADVOCACY CENTER                 954.55 

          GARDEN VALLEY TELEPHONE CO           7,633.93 

          GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO            427.04 

          HALSTAD TELEPHONE CO                 9,987.64 

          KINETIC LEASING                        335.27 

          LAKE AGASSIZ REGIONAL LIBRARY       50,546.50 

          MATTHEW BENDER & CO INC                301.32 

          MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS            459.65 

          MN OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECH           830.79 

          MN STATE TREASURY                    8,682.00 

          NET TRANSCRIPTS INC                  1,094.10 

          OTTERTAIL POWER CO                     909.71 

          POLK COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR            1,276.88 

          POLK COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERV       2,210.65 

          ROY ABRAHAM CONSTRUCTION            14,526.00 

          SIMPLEXGRINNELL                      1,625.57 

          TDS METROCOM - MN                      877.98 

          TRI COUNTY COMMUNITY CORR            1,640.48 

          VERIZON WIRELESS                       710.30 

          WEST PAYMENT CENTER                  1,879.90 

             11 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         929.84 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......    $118,866.27   
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                      AUDITOR WARRANTS 10/23/2012 
          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          BREMER BANK NA                     696,708.53 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 2176 TREAS          47,292.53 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 2311 TREAS          10,746.08 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 2609 TREAS         331,913.83 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 592 TREAS           40,432.45 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 593 TREAS        1,030,500.88 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 599 TREAS          229,096.96 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 600 TREAS           48,233.43 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 601 TREAS          176,275.21 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 627 TREAS            7,302.58 

          SCHOOL DISTRICT 630 TREAS            4,559.05 

              0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......  $2,623,061.53  

 
                        AUDITOR WARRANT 10/25/2012 
          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

              1 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         162.00 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......        $162.00   

 
                       AUDITOR WARRANTS 10/30/2012 
          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS            1,653.76 

          AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS INC         59,150.00 

          ASSOC OF MINNESOTA COUNTIES            350.00 

          JAMES BUBB                             511.76 

          C L  LINFOOT CO                     64,594.48 

          CARDMEMBER SERVICE                   5,949.22 

          CLEARWATER POLK ELECTRIC COOP          377.00 

          COLE PAPERS INC                        342.96 

          RICHARD FAVER                        1,800.00 

          HAGEN CONSTRUCTION                   5,117.57 

          RODNEY HOEL                            392.00 

          ICMA                                   943.80 

          KINETIC LEASING                        411.86 

          KNIFE RIVER MATERIALS               21,981.18 

          LENES SAND & GRAVEL INC              6,237.60 

          MCINTOSH CITY                      201,332.36 

          OCCUPATIONAL DEVELOPMENT CTR         9,000.00 

          OTTERTAIL POWER CO                   4,476.65 

          POLK COUNTY                         62,632.50 

          SATHER LAW OFFICE LTD                1,431.90 

          SIMPLEXGRINNELL                        360.00 

          WALMART COMMUNITY                      560.90 

              9 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300       1,087.57 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......    $450,695.07   
 

MANUAL W/H WARRANTS 9/28/2012 

 

           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE           237,147.08 

           MN REVENUE                          43,484.30 
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               0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......    $280,631.38 

 

                       MANUAL W/H WARRANT 10/01/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

               1 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300           8.97 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......          $8.97 

 

                     MANUAL/ACH WARRANT 10/05/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

               1 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300          72.26 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......         $72.26 

 
           MANUAL WARRANTS 10/18/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           MN DEPT OF REV                        3347.00 

           MN REVENUE                             508.65 

               0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300          

                      FINAL TOTAL.......      $3,855.65        
 

           MANUAL WARRANT 10/19/2012 

           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           MN DEPT OF REVENUE                     713.00 

               0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......        $713.00   

 

           MANUAL WARRANTS 10/19/2012 

           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           MN DEPT OF REV TAX DIVISION         57,801.19 

           MN REVENUE                           5,345.00 

               1 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         244.00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......     $63,390.19   

  
                           MANUAL WARRANT 10/23/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           MN DEPT OF REV TAX DIVISION      1,117,879.55 

               0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......  $1,117,879.55   

 

                        MANUAL WARRANTS 10/31/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE           236,215.67 

           MN REVENUE                          43,626.00 

               0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......    $279,841.67   
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 With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 10:00 o'clock a.m., 

November 20, 2012. 

 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      William Montague, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator 

Clerk of the Board 


