
 

 

Minutes of the Polk County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

November 20, 2012 

Government Center, Commissioners Room, Crookston, MN 

 

Call to Order:  Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

met in regular session at 10:00 o’clock a.m., November 20, 2012 in the Commissioners Room, 

Government Center, Crookston, MN.  Members present:  Commissioner William Montague, 

Commissioner Craig Buness, Commissioner Warren Strandell, Commissioner Warren Affeldt, 

Commissioner Don Diedrich and Charles Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board 

and John P.Schmalenberg, County Administrator.     

 

Approval of Agenda:  Administrator Whiting asked that an additional item “Approval of 

County Attorney Services Agreement for Social Services” be added to the agenda. A motion was 

made by Commissioner Diedrich, seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous 

vote of the Board to approve the agenda and consent agenda for November 20, 2012: 

 

1. Approve Commissioner Warrants:  General Revenue Fund, $108,444.29; Public 

Works Fund, $74,492.02; Public Safety Fund, $58,352.41; Public Health Fund, 

$43,423.08; Special Assessments (Ditch) Fund, $4,830.00; Environmental 

Services Fund, $40,865.94; Resource Recovery Fund, $57,048.69; Landfill Fund, 

$21,646.51; Per diems, $2,100.00; Meal Reimbursements, $217.40. 

 2. Approve board minutes dated October 23 and November 6, 2012. 

 3. Approve payment to Advanced Business Methods, West Fargo, ND in the amount  

  of $77.93 for final meter billing. 

 4. Approve payment to MN Department of Labor & Industry, St. Paul, MN in the  

  amount of $50.00 for Boiler Licenses for the Justice Center and Government Center. 

 5. Approve Satisfaction of Mortgage by Jose Atilano & Elda Pruneda dated April 12,  

  1999. 

 

County Board Members Issues Forum:  Chair Montague introduced Commissioner Elect 

Nicholas.  Commissioner Buness reviewed the Arts Trail and snowmobile issues, Region 7 meals 

programs, the recent Radio Board meeting, LARL Board staffing change, the November PNM 

Public Health Board meeting, and the Public Health student leaders awards recognition also 

attended by Chair Montague.  Chair Montague reported attending a futures meeting at Camp 

Ripley.   

 

Recognition of County Election Staff: Chair Montague recognized County workers for their work 

in conducting the November 6 elections.  The Board was unanimous in its appreciation for Mary 

Kay Erickson, Sara Manning, Mickie Newhouse, Connie Desrosier, Anita Klinge, Kayla 

Schumacher, Elaine King, Celeste Morris, Lori Oian, Amber Hill, Beverly Johnson, Rebecca 

Halvorson, Arla Meyer, Darcy Bjorgo, Ron Denison, Michelle Erdman, Linsey Rood, Brenda 

Johnson and Michelle Cote, most of which were in attendance. 

 

Sheriff’s Office Report:  Barb Erdman, Polk County Sheriff and came before the Board with a 

report of the November 15 City Council meeting at McIntosh.  Sheriff Erdman and Administrator 

Whiting met with the Council and audience on Highway 8 traffic and speed concerns and discussed 



 

 

options to address them.  Sheriff Erdman has issued a directive to Sheriff Deputies for patrolling 

and ticketing on the County road in McIntosh.  Whiting has reviewed the meeting with County 

Engineer Sanders who will review options as well.  McIntosh newspaper reporter Kim Spaeth noted 

the City Council did agree in their meeting to two radar speed signs for Highway 8. 

 

2011 Audit Report Presentation: Joe Martin from Brady Martz Audit Firm came before the Board 

with the results of the 2011 Audit Report.  He reported the County’s fund balances are sound and 

reviewed the management letter noting separate bank accounts, documentation of the use of the 

State’s cooperative purchasing network, need for Board approval of electronic fund transfers and 

fully entering the budget in the IFS system.  Chair Montague thanked Mr. Martin for their work 

with the County over the past three years.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell, 

seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the 

2011 audit report. 

 

Farmer’s Union Campground: Josh Johnston, Planning and Zoning Administrator came before 

the Board with matters pertaining to Planning and Zoning.  Discussion was held on the Farmer’s 

Union Campground on Lake Sarah. The campground has 23 sites, eight more than permitted by the 

State, thereby requiring a conditional use permit by the County.  Johnston reported the Planning 

Commission reviewed and approved the CUP and recommended it to the Board.  Motion by 

Affeldt, seconded by Strandell to approve the CUP for Farmer’s Union Campground, approved 

unanimously.  Discussion was held regarding the tax exempt status of the campground and regional 

power line concerns. 

 

Ditch Maintenance Requests – JD 57, Scandia Twp.; SC 61, Gully Township:   Richard 

Sanders, Polk County Highway/Ditch Engineer came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

these two ditch maintenance requests.  A motion was made by Commissioner Affeldt, seconded 

by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the petition 

on JD #57, Scandia Township and accept the petition on SD #61, Gully Township, and appoint 

Richard Sanders as Ditch Engineer and authorize the work to be done.   

 

Purchase of a Two Post Hoist:  A motion was made by Commissioner Buness seconded by 

Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the purchase of 

a two post hoist from Auto Value in the amount of $6,329.09.   

 

Certificate of Performance – S.A.P. 060-637-005, CSAH 37, Anderson Brothers:  A motion 

was made by Commissioner Affeldt, seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted by 

unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Certificate of Final Acceptance Performance on 

SAP 60-637-005 for Anderson Brothers in the amount of $738,407.   

 

Purchase of Door Opener & labor: A motion by Commissioner Diedrich, seconded by 

Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous vote of the board to approve the purchase a 

door opener and labor from the Door Guy for door to paint room at Crookston Highway 

Shop.  Total cost $1,242.03. 

 

 



 

 

Discussion followed on surveying Tilberg Park property lines and interest from McIntosh and 

Gully for the speed radar signs. Commissioner Strandell noted a sight line concern brought to his 

attention for eastbound 2 and Highway 17. 

 

Nurse Family Partnership Resolution: Sarah Reese, Public Health Director came before the 

Board with matters pertaining to the Nurse Family Partnership Program and a resolution 

affirming conversion to the NFP program.   

 

 The following resolution (2012-11-59) was offered by Commissioner Buness: 

 

Supporting Polk County Public Health, Maternal Child Health,  

Nurse Family Partnership Program Implementation 

 

WHEREAS, the Polk County Board of Commissioners reviewed the option for Polk 

County Public Health to improve its community health programming by utilizing the 

Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP) evidence based program methodology; and 

 

WHEREAS, to utilize the NFP program, the Polk County Local Board of Health (Polk 

County Public Health) would enter into the Nurse Family Partnership model for Family 

Home Visiting with the objectives of: 

 

a. focusing on first-time mothers providing the best opportunities to promote and teach 

positive health and development behaviors between a mother and her baby 

b. improving pregnancy outcomes, child health and development, economic self-sufficiency 

of the family and population health; and 

 

WHEREAS, the NFP evidence-based community health program has proven successful 

across the region, Minnesota and the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, current Polk County Public Health programming does not meet the 

minimum qualifications of potential enrolled families due to population; and 

 

WHEREAS, by entering into a partnership with Clay-Wilkin Public Health and Norman-

Mahnomen Public Health Polk County will benefit from the NFP programming 

experience of these counties and share efforts to implement NFP programming in Polk 

County and avail Polk County of Minnesota Department of Health grant funding for 

training of Polk County Public Health Department staff; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Polk County Board of Commissioners supports this programming 

initiative. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

approves implementing the Nurse-Family Partnership program by the Polk County Public 

Health Department and authorizing one Polk County Public Health nurse to participate in 

grant funded out of state training for implementation the Nurse Family Partnership 

model. 



 

 

 

 Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Affeldt, Diedrich.  NAYS: None. 

 

Update on Lead Coordinator Positions:  Reese gave an update on the Lead Coordinator 

positions the following applicants were selected Doreen Narlock, Kristen Fagerlund, and Kathy 

Girdler with a starting date of January 1, 2013.  An update was also given on the Polk-Norman-

Mahnomen Community Health Board that all legal documents have been approved for the health 

board. 

 

Chair Montague read a letter of appreciation from the Polk County Committee on Aging. 

 

Z Place/Rock Building Demolition Status: Administrator Whiting gave the Board an update on 

the Z Place/Rock Building demolition noting the low quote by Donarski Brother’s was for 

$48,850.00. 

 

LEC Construction Status:  Administrator Whiting reported on the status of the LEC 

construction.   

 

Renewal of the Medical Examiners 2013 Contract:  A motion was made by Commissioner 

Strandell, seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to 

approve the renewal of the Medical Examiners 2013 contract.   

 

Replacement of Maintenance Worker:  Administrator Whiting noted the unfortunate passing 

of Maintenance Worker Peter Kuchan.  A motion was made by Commissioner Buness, seconded 

by Commissioner Affeldt and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve filling the 

Maintenance Worker position. 

 

Approval of County Attorney Services Agreement for Social Services: A motion was made 

by Commissioner Diedrich, seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous vote 

of the Board to approve the County Attorney Services Agreement for Social Services. 

 

2013 Budget:  Administrators Whiting and Schmalenberg reviewed the status of the 2013 

budget noting a tentative agreement with one labor unit has been reached, with additional 

negotiations taking place November 26.  Whiting noted additional 2013 budget information 

should be available for the November 27 Board meeting. 

 

 A motion was made by Commissioner  seconded by Commissioner   and adopted by 

unanimous vote of the Board that the following Commissioner Warrants were approved: 

 
COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 

          DATED 11/21/2012 

          APPROVED 11/20/2012 

 

          VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

          A & S LLC                           13,125.00 

          ACHSA MINNESOTA CHAPTER                300.00 

          ACRISON INC                            596.15 



 

 

          ADVANCED TIRE & AUTO SERVICE           499.16 

          WARREN AFFELDT                         630.70 

          ALTRU CLINIC                         1,367.50 

          AMERIPRIDE LINEN                       869.37 

          AMERIPRIDE LINEN & APPAREL           1,037.98 

          AMHERST H WILDER FOUNDATION         10,828.00 

          ANDERSON INDUSTRIAL SCALES INC       1,562.00 

          ANGUS COOP ELEVATOR ASSN             5,481.54 

          ARROWWOOD RESORT & CONF CENTER         506.64 

          ASD HEALTHCARE                       1,187.28 

          ASSOC OF MINNESOTA COUNTIES          2,450.00 

          BARNES DISTRIBUTION                    668.28 

          BEESONS EQUIPMENT SALES              4,807.58 

          BELTRAMI INDUSTRIAL SERVICES         4,592.80 

          BEMIDJI WELDERS SUPPLY                 636.06 

          JUNE BERGH                             332.45 

          BERT'S TRUCK EQUIPMENT                 456.23 

          BEST WESTERN KELLY INN ST CLOU         327.00 

          BLUE TARP FINANCIAL INC              1,174.23 

          BORDER STATES ELECTRIC SUPPLY        1,126.07 

          BRANDNER PRINTING                      815.39 

          BRIGGS CORPORATION                     565.49 

          BROST CHEVROLET-CADILLAC INC           693.91 

          BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSIO         325.00 

          BURGGRAFS ACE HARDWARE               1,568.28 

          CARDINAL HEALTH                      3,006.42 

          CENTRAL DOOR & HARDWARE INC            489.45 

          CHADER BUSINESS EQUIPMENT            1,170.00 

          IRVIN CHRISTIANSON                     805.00 

          CITY OF FERTILE                      4,000.00 

          CLARK DAILEY CONSTRUCTION            4,560.00 

          CLASSIC PLASTICS CORP                  561.30 

          COLE PAPERS INC                      1,498.12 

          COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION       3,185.12 

          TAMMY CONN                             386.68 

          CRA PAYMENT CENTER                   1,276.14 

          CRAGUN'S LODGE & CONF CENTER           349.47 

          CRAGUN'S RESORT & HOTEL                462.98 

          CROOKSTON ALIGNMENT & REPAIR           510.50 

          CROOKSTON DAILY TIMES                1,984.20 

          CROOKSTON FUEL COMPANY               9,240.10 

          CROOKSTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 593          500.00 

          CSP DELIVERY                         1,201.20 

          D & M DISTRIBUTING                     496.64 

          DAKOTA MAILING                         501.66 

          DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                    335.22 

          DAKOTA WHOLESALE TIRE                  969.23 

          DON DIEDRICH                           650.65 

          EASTSIDE TRAVEL PLAZA                1,190.57 

          EIDE BAILLY                            705.00 

          EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS             2,381.98 

          ERSKINE ECHO                         1,090.75 

          ESRI                                10,947.33 

          EVENAIRE SYSTEMS INC                 5,300.00 



 

 

          KIRSTEN FAGERLUND                      354.96 

          FERGUSON ENTERPRISE INC 3093         2,086.04 

          AMY FIALA                              362.97 

          FLAT PLAINS SERVICES INC               800.00 

          BRIAN FOLDEN                           749.56 

          FORENSIC SOLUTIONS LLC                 508.20 

          GAFFANEY'S                             789.38 

          GCR TIRE CENTERS                       491.63 

          GEOCOMM INC                         18,471.88 

          KATHY GIRDLER                          673.73 

          GLADEN CONSTRUCTION INC              2,706.00 

          GLAXOSMITHKLINE PHARM                  670.00 

          GLOBAL EQUIPMENT COMPANY               349.72 

          GREYSTONE CONSTRUCTION CO              500.00 

          HILDI INC                            2,500.00 

          HILTON MINNEAPOLIS-BLOOMINGTON         589.68 

          HOMETOWN MANAGEMENT INC              3,952.00 

          HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL INC            660.71 

          HUGO'S #4                              329.80 

          INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES                   451.01 

          INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS INC           672.95 

          J & S GRAVEL INC                     3,029.52 

          JIM'S QUALITY FLOOR SERVICE            774.84 

          JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL                   437.79 

          TERRIE JOHNSON                         488.40 

          JSB ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS            10,459.00 

          JT'S STATION                         3,108.80 

          KEEP ENTERPRISES INC                 1,040.00 

          KEITH'S SECURITY WORLD INC             337.66 

          KLERITEC                               478.94 

          KROX                                   744.50 

          MARK LANDSVERK                         317.49 

          LAWSON PRODUCTS INC                    458.44 

          LE ST-ST GERMAIN STE HOTEL             595.88 

          LEPIER OIL COMPANY INC              13,869.90 

          MAINTENANCE ENGINEERING LTD            482.93 

          MAYO MANUFACTURING CO                  390.82 

          MCGLYNN FENCE                        7,037.00 

          SAM MELBYE                             504.63 

          MILLERS BUILDING CENTER              4,188.47 

          MINNESOTA SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATIO         445.00 

          MN BCA                                 427.50 

          MN COUNTIES INTERGOV'L TRUST           454.00 

          MN COUNTY ATTORNEYS ASSOC              975.00 

          MN DEPT OF HUMAN SERVICES            1,891.15 

          MN OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECH           701.50 

          MOORE MEDICAL                        1,403.73 

          MORRIS ELECTRONICS INC               4,338.31 

          JOANN MUNTER                           333.56 

          MURPHY FLOORING                        625.00 

          NAPA CROOKSTON WELDING               3,936.69 

          NATRONX TECHNOLOGIES LLC             8,038.37 

          NEW FLYER                              337.69 

          NORTH AMERICAN SALT CO               4,921.56 



 

 

          NORTH COUNTRY BUSINESS PROD          6,478.03 

          NORTHSIDE EXPRESS                    4,697.54 

          NOTT COMPANY                         1,391.31 

          OFFICE DEPOT                           518.06 

          WESLY OIAN                             552.24 

          PEMBERTON SORLIE RUFER & KERSH      13,316.89 

          MELISSA PERREAULT                    1,218.84 

          PIRATES COVE                           580.00 

          POLK COUNTY                          6,513.27 

          POLK COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT      16,421.13 

          PPC INDUSTRIES                       5,952.00 

          PRAXAIR DISTRIBUTION INC             1,562.76 

          PREMIER SIGNS                        1,265.00 

          PTS OF AMERICA LLC                   1,432.50 

          PUBLIC SAFETY EQUIPMENT LLC            674.34 

          PUBLIC SAFETY GROUP                    468.00 

          QUALIFICATION TARGETS INC              561.09 

          QUILL CORPORATION                      500.43 

          R & J BROADCASTING INC                 600.00 

          RDO TRUCK CENTERS                      428.82 

          SARAH REESE                            460.64 

          REGIONAL SANITATION SERVICE IN         864.22 

          RICHARDS PUBLISHING                  1,054.75 

          RJ ZAVORAL & SONS INC                4,570.00 

          RON MICHAELS CONSULTING INC          1,080.00 

          ROYAL TIRE                          10,113.72 

          RTVISION INC                         1,409.62 

          RUTTGER'S BAY LAKE LODGE               679.76 

          SAFETY COMPLIANCE SERVICES           4,950.00 

          SALEM MOTORS INC                     2,650.85 

          SANOFI PASTEUR INC                     659.34 

          JOHN SCHMALENBERG                      395.20 

          SCHULZ CARPETING                     4,584.00 

          SENTRY SECURITY FASTENERS              825.55 

          SIMPLEXGRINNELL                      1,129.50 

          SODEXO INC & AFFILIATES                501.78 

          STAN'S COMMUNICATIONS CORP           3,280.95 

          STANLEY CONVERGENT                   1,070.60 

          STEVE'S AUTO PARTS INC                 356.12 

          STONE'S MOBILE RADIO INC             2,471.17 

          WARREN STRANDELL                       520.19 

          T-C LIGHTING SUPPLIES                  925.54 

          TAC 10 INC                           4,180.00 

          THE EXPONENT                         1,573.00 

          RICKY THOMPSON                         304.08 

          SUE THOMPSON                           417.92 

          PAT TODAHL                             500.00 

          TODD'S TIRE SERVICE INC              4,530.82 

          TRI-VALLEY OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL       1,907.48 

          U S  WATER SERVICES                  1,636.24 

          VALLEY ELECTRIC OF CROOKSTON L       5,926.33 

          VILANDRE HTG AIR COND & PLUMBI         321.67 

          VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS                5,377.55 

          ROBERT WAGNER                        1,305.13 



 

 

          WASTE MANAGEMENT                     1,545.50 

          WENCK ASSOCIATES INC                 3,929.74 

          WEST PAYMENT CENTER                    377.27 

          WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING & ASSOC        3,630.60 

          WINNING EDGE SEMINARS                1,717.00 

          YE OLE PRINT SHOPPE                    515.70 

          ZACHARIASON CONSTRUCTION             5,065.00 

          ZIEGLER INC                            700.86 

            162 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300      19,425.21 

                      FINAL TOTAL.......    $409,102.94   

 
 With no further business the Board adjourned at 12:55 p.m. to reconvene at 8:00 o’clock 

a.m., November 27, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       William R. Montague, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator 

Clerk of the Board 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 


