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 Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., May 1, 2012 in the Commissioners Room, Government 

Center, Crookston, MN.  Members present:  Commissioner William Montague, Commissioner 

Craig Buness, Commissioner Warren Strandell, Commissioner Warren Affeldt, Commissioner 

Don Diedrich and John P. Schmalenberg, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board.  Others 

present: Judith H. Luettjohann, Deputy Clerk of the Board.   

 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Buness seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the agenda and consent agenda for May 1, 

2012:   

 

 1. Approve Auditor Warrants. 

 2. Approve the April 17, 2012 board minutes. 

 3. Approve payment to Cole Papers, Inc., Fargo, ND in the amounts of:  $82.00, $2.88. 

 4. Approve payment to Fertile Oil, Fertile, MN in the amount of $25,350 for a  

  transport of diesel fuel for the Highway Department. 

 5. Approve payment to Bill Montague, Crookston, MN in the amount of $369.41 for 

  credit card hotel expenses. 

 6. Approve for signature the Cash Property Lease for a term of 1 year between Polk  

  County and Gene Tiedemann. 

7. Approve payment to Napa Crookston Welding, Crookston, MN in the amount of 

$1,388.84 for election supplies. 

 8. Approve payment to the Grand Forks Herald for a one-year subscription for the  

  Fosston Incinerator in the amount of $215.00. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell, seconded by Commissioner Montague 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the appointment of Oswald Moe to the 

Planning and Zoning Board to replace Earl Beiswenger. 

 

 John Schmalenberg, County Administrator came before the Board to discuss matters 

pertaining to his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 

Commissioner Affeldt and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the letter of 

resignation from John Schmalenberg, County Administrator effective December 31, 2012 with a 

great deal of gratitude for his many years of service.  A motion was made by Commissioner 

Affeldt  seconded by Commissioner Diedrich  and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to 

approve the 3.2 on sale Liquor License for the Inn at Maple Lake Crossing from May 5, 2012 to 

June 4, 2012.   

 

The following resolution (2012-5-20) was offered by Commissioner Strandell: 

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 375.025, it is the duty of the Polk 

County Board of Commissioners to redistrict Polk County in accordance with the 

standards as set forth in said Statute. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Polk County Commissioners 

that Polk County shall be redistricted and that the County Commissioner Districts of Polk 

County shall contain the following voting precincts, to-wit: 

 

Commissioner District 1 shall contain the following named townships: 

 

Fairfax, Garden, Garfield, Godfrey, Grove Park-Tilden, Kertsonville, Liberty, Onstad, 

Reis, Russia, and Woodside: 

 

And shall contain the following named cities or parts thereof: 

 

The City of Beltrami, The City of Crookston, First Ward, All that part of the City 

bounded as follows:  Commencing at the intersection of the east right-of-way line of 

U.S.T.H. #75 and the south line of Section 1, Township 149 North, Range 47 West, north 

along the east right-of-way line of U.S.T.H. 75 to its intersection with the north right-of-

way line of County Highway 233, known as Marin Avenue; thence east along the north 

right-of-way line of County Highway 233 to its intersection with the west right-of-way 

line of Old Trunk Highway 75; thence easterly along the west right-of-way line of Old 

Trunk Highway 75 to its intersection with the west line of the Southeast Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter of Section 36, Township 150 N, Range 47 W; thence north along the 

west lines of the Southeast and Northeast Quarters of the Northwest Quarter of Section 

36, Township 150 North, Range 47 West to its intersection with the centerline of the Red 

Lake River; thence easterly and  upstream along the centerline of the Red Lake River to 

its intersection with the west line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter  of 

Section 25, Township 150 North, Range 47 West; thence north along west line of the 

Southwest Quarter and Northwest Quarter of the South East Quarter of said Section 25 to 

the northwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of Said Section 25; thence east along the 

north line of the Southeast Quarter of Section 25, Township 150 North, Range 47 West to 

its intersection with the centerline of U.S.T.H. #2; thence south and east along said 

highway centerline to its intersection with the centerline of Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

Railroad (BNSF); thence southwesterly along the centerline of the BNSF Railroad to its 

intersection with the south line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1, Township 149 N, 

Range 47 West; thence west along the south line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1, 

Township 149 N, Range 47 W to its intersection with the east line of the Northwest 

Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of  said Section 1; thence south along the east line of 

the Northwest and Southwest Quarters of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 1 to the 

southeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of  said Section 1; 

thence west along the south line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of 

Section 1, Township 149 N, Range 47 W to the east right-of-way line of U.S.T.H. #75, 

being the point of commencement, shall constitute the First Ward. The City of 

Crookston, Fifth Ward,  All that part of the City bounded as follows:  Commencing at 

the point of intersection of the centerline of the Red Lake River and the centerline of the 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF); thence easterly and upstream along the 

centerline of the Red Lake River to its intersection with the centerline of Barrette Street; 

thence southerly along the centerline of Barrette Street approximately 2850 feet to a point 

on the southwesterly right-of-way line of the BNSF Railroad; thence northwesterly along 
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said Railroad right-of-way line approximately 800 feet to a point 150 feet south of the 

centerline of Fairfax Avenue; thence westerly and parallel with the south line of Fairfax 

Avenue a distance of 1400 feet, more or less, to a point on the east line of the westerly 

one-half of Government Lot 2, Section 6, Township149 N, Range 46 W; thence southerly 

along said line in Government Lot 2, to a point, said point being 49.5 feet north of the 

south line of Government Lot 2; thence west along said line being 49.5 feet north of the 

south line of Government Lot 2 to the centerline of Washington Avenue; thence north 

along the centerline of Washington Avenue to a point, said point being 308.7 feet south 

of the southerly boundary of Fairfax Avenue; thence westerly along the City Limits Line, 

and parallel and 308.7 feet distance from the southerly boundary of said Fairfax Avenue 

to the easterly boundary of Miles Avenue; thence southerly along the easterly boundary 

of Miles Avenue to the  south line of Schley Street; thence westerly along the south line 

of Schley Street to the east line of McKinley Boulevard; thence southerly along the east 

line of McKinley Boulevard as platted in McKinley Park Addition to the centerline of 

Clark Street, being the City Limits; thence westerly along said line and its extension 

westerly to its intersection with the centerline of the  BNSF Railroad; thence northerly 

along the centerline of the BNSF Railroad to its intersection with the centerline of the 

Red Lake River, being the point of commencement, shall constitute the Fifth Ward and 

The City of Fertile and The City of Mentor. 

 
Commissioner District 2 shall consist of the following named townships: 

 

Andover, Bygland, Fanny, Fisher, Hammond, Hubbard, Huntsville, Lowell, Nesbit, 

Rhinehart, Roome, Scandia, Tynsid, and Vineland: 

 

And shall contain the following named cities or parts thereof: 

 

The City of Climax, the City of East Grand Forks, Ward 1: Senior Center; 538 

Rhinehart Drive SE All locations to the west of Rhinehart Drive SE and to the south of 

6
th

 Street SE and the Red Lake River; and to the north of the south city limits line , 17
th

 

Street SE and the ISD 595 school district property line. The City of East Grand Forks, 

Ward 2; City Hall, 600 DeMers Avenue NW All locations south of 7
th

 Street NE/NW 

and south of Demers Avenue and north of 6
th

 Street SE. Also includes all locations to the 

south of 6
th

 Street NE west of Rhinehart Drive SE and all areas west of 5
th

 Avenue NE 

and south of 10
th

 Street NE to the north of the Red Lake River. The City of Fisher and 

The City of Nielsville. 

 

Commissioner District 3 shall contain the following named townships: 

 

Crookston, Gentilly, and Parnell: 

 

And shall contain the following named cities or parts thereof:  

 

The City of Crookston, Second Ward, All that part of the City bounded as follows:  

Commencing at the point of intersection of the centerline of Broadway Street North and 

Sixth Street West, west along the centerline of Sixth Street West to its intersection with 
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the east line of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 25, Township 

150 North, Range 47 West; thence north along said east line to the northeast corner of the 

Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 25; thence west along the 

north line of the Northeast and Northwest quarters of the Northeast Quarter of said 

Section 25 to the City Limit line; thence west, south, west, north, west, north, east, north 

and east to a point on the west line of Section 19, Township 150 North, Range 46 West, 

said point being 1233 feet north of the southwest corner of said Section 19; thence south 

along said west line to the southwest corner of said Section 19; thence east along the 

south line of said Section 19 to its intersection with the centerline of the Burlington 

Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF); thence south along said BNSF centerline its 

intersection the centerline of Fourth Avenue North; thence east along the centerline of 

Fourth Avenue North to its intersection with the centerline of Broadway Street North; 

thence south along the centerline of Broadway Street North to its intersection with the 

centerline of Sixth Street West, being the point of beginning, shall constitute the Second 

Ward.  The City of Crookston, Third Ward, All that part of the City bounded as 

follows:  Commencing at the point of intersection of the centerline of Barrette Street and 

the south line of Section 20, Township 150 North, Range 46 West, north along the west 

line of said Section 20 to the northwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 

20; thence east long the north line of said Southwest Quarter of Section 20 to the 

northeast corner; thence south along east line of said Southwest Quarter of Section 20 to 

the southeast corner of said Southwest Quarter of Section 20; thence east along the north 

line of the Section 29, Township 150 North, Range 46 West to the northeast corner of 

Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 29; thence south along the 

east line of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 29 to the 

southeast corner; thence west along the south line of the Northwest Quarter of the 

Northeast Quarter of said Section 29 to the southwest corner; thence south along the east 

line of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 29 to the southeast 

corner of the Southwest Quarter of the South Quarter of Section 29; thence west along 

the south line of said Section 29 to its intersection with the centerline of Barrette Street; 

thence south along the centerline of Barrette Street to its intersection with the centerline 

of the Red Lake River; thence westerly and northerly, downstream, along the centerline 

of the Red Lake River to its intersection with the centerline of Alexander Street; thence 

north along the centerline of Alexander Street to its intersection with the centerline of 

Central Avenue North; thence west and northerly along the centerline of Central Avenue 

North and Seventh Street to its intersection with the centerline of Ash Street North; 

thence north along the centerline of Ash Street North to its intersection with the 

centerline of Eighth Street; thence west along the centerline of Eighth Street to its 

intersection with the centerline of Broadway Street North; thence north along the 

centerline of Broadway Street North to its intersection with the centerline of Fourth 

Avenue North; thence east along the centerline of Fourth Avenue North to its intersection 

with the centerline of Alexander Street; thence south along the centerline of Alexander 

Street to its intersection with the centerline of Fourth Avenue Northeast; thence east 

along the centerline of Fourth Avenue Northeast to its intersection with the centerline of 

Barrette Street; thence northerly along the centerline of Barrette Street to its intersection 

with south line of Section 20, Township 150 North, Range 46 West, being the point of 

commencement, shall constitute the Third Ward. The City of Crookston, Fourth Ward; 
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All that part of the City bounded as follows:  Commencing at the point of intersection of 

the centerline of the Red Lake River and the centerline of the Burlington Northern Santa 

Fe Railroad (BNSF); thence north along the centerline of the BNSF Railroad to its 

intersection with the centerline of West Sixth Street; thence easterly along the centerline 

of Sixth Street to its intersection with the centerline of Broadway Street North; thence 

north along the centerline of Broadway Street North to its intersection with the centerline 

of Eighth Street; thence east along the centerline of Eighth Street to its intersection with 

the centerline of Ash Street North; thence south along the centerline of Ash Street North 

to its intersection with the centerline of Seventh Street; thence southeasterly and east 

along Seventh Street and Central Avenue North to its intersection with the centerline of 

Alexander Street; thence south along the centerline of Alexander Street to its intersection 

with the centerline of the Red Lake River; thence westerly and downstream along the 

centerline of the Red Lake River to its intersection with the centerline of the BNSF 

Railroad, being the point of commencement, shall constitute the Fourth Ward, and The 

City of Crookston, Sixth Ward; All that part of the City bounded as follows:  

Commencing at the intersection of the south line of Section 19, Township 150 North, 

Range 46 West and the west right-of-way line of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

Railroad (BNSF), also the City Limit line, northwesterly, north, west, south, west to the 

northwest corner of Section 19, Township 150 North, Range 46 West; thence south along 

the west line of said Section 19 to the southwest corner; thence east along the south line 

of Section 19, Township 150 North, Range 46 West to its intersection with the centerline 

of the BNSF Railroad; thence southwesterly along the centerline of the BNSF Railroad to 

its intersection with the centerline of Fourth Avenue North; thence east along the 

centerline of Fourth Avenue North to its intersection with the centerline of Alexander 

Street; thence south along the centerline of Alexander Street to its intersection with the 

centerline of Fourth Avenue Northeast; thence east along the centerline of Fourth Avenue 

Northeast to its intersection with the centerline of Barrette Street; thence northerly along 

the centerline of Barrette Street to its intersection south line of Section 19, Township 150 

North, Range 46 West; thence west along the south line of said Section 19 to its 

intersection with the west right-of-way line of the BNSF Railroad, being the point of 

commencement, shall constitute the Sixth Ward. 

 
Commissioner District 4 shall contain the following named townships: 

 

Badger, Brandsvold, Chester, Columbia, Eden, Gully, Hill River, Johnson, King, Knute, 

Lessor, Queen, Rosebud, Sletten, and Winger: 

 

and shall contain the following named cities or parts thereof: 

 

The City of Erskine, The City of Fosston, The City of Gully, The City of Lengby, 

The City of McIntosh, The City of Trail, and The City of Winger. 

 

Commissioner District 5 shall contain the following named townships: 

 

Angus, Belgium, Brandt, Brislet, Esther, Euclid, Farley, Grand Forks, Helgeland, 

Higdem, Keystone, Northland, Sandsville, Sullivan, and Tabor: 



6 

 

 

And shall contain the following named cities or parts thereof:   The City of East Grand 

Forks, Ward 3:  Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 1515-5th Avenue NW All locations 

to the north of 10
th

 Ave NE and to the south of 23
rd

 Street NE/NW that are east of Central 

Avenue and within the city limit boundary line. Also includes all areas north of 17
th

 

Street NW and south of 23
rd

 Street NW that are east of 5
th

 Avenue NW and west of 

Central Avenue.  Lastly, it includes areas that are south of 21
st
 Street NW and east of 7

th
 

Avenue NW and areas south of 20
th

 Street NW and east of 8
th

 Avenue NW.  The City of 

East Grand Forks Ward 4:  Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 1515-5th Avenue NW 

All locations to the south of 17
th

 Street NW and north of Demers Avenue that are to the 

west of Central Avenue to the Red River, except that portion that between Gateway Drive 

and 19
th

 Street NW where the border is River Road NW. Also includes all locations to the 

north of 17
th

 Street NW and south of 19
th

 Street NW that are to the west of 8
th

 Avenue 

NW and east of 12
th

 Avenue NW. In addition all locations that are south of 10
th

 Avenue 

NE and north of 7
th

 Avenue NE/NW that are west of 5
th

 Avenue NE and east of Demers 

Avenue. The City of East Grand Forks, Ward 5:  Good Samaritan Heritage Grove, 

2122 River Rd NW Includes all locations to the west of 8
th

 Avenue NW and north of 

19
th

 Street NW in addition to all areas to the west of River Road NW and 12
th

 Avenue 

NW.  Also includes all areas that are to the north of 21
st
 Street NW and west of 5

th
 

Avenue NW and areas that are to the north of 20
th

 Street NW and west of 7
th

 Avenue 

NW. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County 

that the redistricting plan adopted in this resolution be and hereby is ordered to be placed 

on file in the office of the Taxpayer Service Center and the County Administrator, Clerk 

of the Board. 

 

Commissioner Affeldt seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared 

adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Affeldt, Diedrich.  NAYS:  

None. 

  

 The Chairman of the Board closed the Board meeting and opened the Hearing for Zoning 

Ordinance Amendments. 

 

 Public Hearing was held for Zoning Ordinance Changes.  There was no one present from 

the public.  Josh Johnston, Planning and Zoning administrator explained to the Board the 

changes for the Ordinances.  No comments were received. 

 

 The Chairman closed the Public Hearing and reopened the County Board meeting. 

 

The following resolution (2012-5-21) as offered by Commissioner Strandell: 
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PLANNING AND ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS: 

 

SECTION 3 DEFINITIONS 

 

3.0405  Flood-Proofing - A combination of structural provisions, changes, 

or adjustments to properties and structures subject to flooding, primarily 

for the reduction or elimination of flood damages. 

 

  (FP1)  Completely Dry Spaces - These spaces shall remain 

completely dry during flooding to the RFD; walls shall be impermeable to 

passage of water and water vapor.  Permitted contents and interior finish 

materials are virtually unrestricted, except for high hazard type uses or 

human habitation.  Structural components shall have the capacity of 

resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the effects of buoyancy. 

 

  (FP2)  Essentially Dry Spaces – These spaces shall remain 

essentially dry during flooding to the RFD; walls shall be impermeable to 

water, but may pass some water vapor or seep slightly.  Contents and 

interior finish materials are restricted when hazardous or vulnerable under 

these conditions.  Structural components shall have the capability of 

resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the effects of buoyancy. 

 

  (FP3)   Spaces Intentionally Flooded with Potable Water – These 

spaces will be flooded internally with potable water provided by the 

Owner in order to maintain the building’s structural integrity by equalizing 

pressures on structural components during flooding to the RFD; walls 

shall be sufficiently impermeable to prevent the passage, infiltration or 

seepage of contaminated floodwaters.  Contents and interior finish 

materials are restricted when hazardous or vulnerable under intentional 

flooding conditions.  This is also known as wet flood proofing. 

 

  (FP4) Spaces Flooded with Floodwater – These spaces will be 

flooded with floodwater (contaminated) by automatic means, or otherwise 

partially exposed to the unmitigated effects of the flood.  Although there 

are minimal structural requirements to be met for walls and other 

structural components, contents and interior finish materials are restricted 

to types which are neither hazardous nor vulnerable to loss under these 

flooding conditions.  (Most spaces in existing buildings would have this 

classification if provided with a suitable automatic flooding system.  

Carports, loading platforms, open crawl spaces, porches, and patios would 

generally fall into this classification.  This is also known as wet flood 

proofing. 

 

  (FP5) Non-Flood Proofed Spaces – A non-flood proofed space in 

an existing building or structure is defined as a space which fails to meet 

the requirements of any of the above described classifications. 
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SECTION 5 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 

5.1030  The Board's five (5) members shall be appointed by the Board of 

County Commissioners.  The Board of County Commissioners may also 

appoint an alternate members from the Planning Commission to the Board 

of Adjustment to provide a quorum if needed.  The Board shall serve with 

compensation, and be paid necessary expenses, as established by 

resolution of the Board of County Commissioners.   

 

5.3010  The Board may authorize upon appeal in specific cases such relief 

or variance from the terms of this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the 

public interest and only for those circumstances where practical 

difficulties are established, as provided for in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 

394.   

 

5.3040  Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance 

establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the 

official control.  “Practical difficulties”, as used in connection with the 

granting of a variance, means that the property owner proposes to use the 

property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control; the 

plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not 

created by the landowner; and the variance, if granted, will not alter the 

essential character of the locality.  Economic considerations alone do not 

constitute practical difficulties.  Variances shall also be evaluated on how 

substantial the variance request is, whether there is another method to 

alleviate the need for a variance, and whether the variance would 

adversely impact Polk County using the Comprehensive Plan as a 

guideline.      

 

5.6000  APPEALS & REHEARINGS    

 

5.6050  Rehearings/Reconsiderations of Variances:  The Board of 

Adjustment shall not conduct a rehearing or reconsider a variance within 

120 days of any decision on said variance request.  Said rehearing or 

reconsideration after 120 days shall only be conducted upon consent of the 

Zoning Administrator that the new request is substantially different than 

the original variance request.  Any party aggrieved by any decision on a 

variance shall appeal said decision to district court. 

 

SECTION 11 ZONING DISTRICTS & MAPS 
 

11.2100 The original and copies of the Official Zoning Map may be kept and 

distributed in electronic format.  The Official Zoning Map is properly filed 

in the Tax Payer Service Center Office of Polk County.  Said map may be 

amended, from time to time, by approval of the County Board. 
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SECTION 13 "GA" GENERAL AGRICULTURE DISTRICT REGULATIONS 
 

13.7000 CONDITIONAL USES.  Land in the agricultural district shall be used for any of 

the following purposes only upon the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit. 

 

13.7024 Campgrounds, provided the following conditions are met: 

 

a. An operational plan is established and all activities are conducted in 

accordance with the operational plan. 

 

b. A certificate of insurance and/or a performance surety is required. 

 

c. The use will comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws, 

rules, regulations and ordinances. 

 

d. All sanitary facilities installations shall comply with the current 

standards of the Minnesota Department of Health, as well as any other 

applicable State and Local codes and standards. 

 

e. Wetland delineation is completed for the area the campground will be 

located on. 

 

f. A stipulation is made in the permit as to the number of campsites and 

people to be using the facility at any one time.  

 

g. Campsites shall be a minimum of two thousand (2000) square feet in 

area.   

 

h. At least 50 percent of the total project area must be preserved as open 

space; 

 

i. Campsites must be setback one hundred (100) feet from all public road 

right-of-ways and property lines. 

 

j. Roadways must be constructed with a driving surface of fourteen (14) 

feet for a one-way and twenty-four feet for a two-way road. 

 

k. Have traffic control consisting of parking limited to individual 

campsite spurs and parking areas constructed for that purpose.  No 

parallel parking on site access roads within camping area shall be 

permitted. 

 

l. Sanitation receptacles shall be provided for the campground patrons. 
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m. The permit shall be subject to annual Administrative Review.  

 

SECTION 14 "V" VILLAGE DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

 

14.7000 CONDITIONAL USES.  Land in the village district shall be used for any of the 

following purposes only upon the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit. 

 

14.7020 Business, provided: 

 

a. The business shall be compatible with the neighborhood, and not 

create a nuisance. 

 

b. An operational plan is established and all activities are conducted 

in accordance with the operational plan. 

 

c. Days and hours of operation shall be determined by the zoning 

administrator or the County Board. 

 

d. The business will comply with all applicable local, state, and 

federal laws, rules, regulations and ordinances. 

 

e. Outdoor storage of machinery or materials may be allowed as an 

accessory use provided they are located to the rear of the structure, 

fenced, and adequately screened from adjacent land uses and 

public roadways. 

 

f. Excessive noise, glare, odors, traffic or other nuisances may be 

justification for the County to revoke or modify the terms of the 

Conditional Use Permit. 

 

g. All hazardous materials shall be handled in a appropriate manner. 

 

h. Off-street parking shall be provided for all employees and patrons 

of the business. 

 

i. There may be no more than one double surfaced name plate sign, 

which shall not exceed 32 square feet in area per surface. 

 

j. The applicant and/or property owner shall permit the County to 

inspect the property at anytime. Annual Administrative Review. 

 

k. A certificate of insurance and/or a performance surety may be 

required. 
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SECTION 18 SHORELAND OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 

Protected Waters 

Lake Name      Inventory I.D.# 

 

1. Cameron Lake     189P 

2. Mitchell Lake     212P 

3. Spring Lake       12P 

 

18.2312 Removal or alteration of vegetation, except for agricultural and forest 

management uses as regulated in Sections 18.2620 and 18.2630, 

respectfully, is allowed subject to the following standards: 

 

a. Intensive vegetation clearing within the shore and bluff impact 

zones and on steep slopes is not allowed.  Intensive vegetation 

clearing for forest land conversion to another use outside of these 

areas is allowable as a conditional use if an erosion control and 

sedimentation plan is developed and approved by the soil and 

water conservation district in which the property is located. 

 

b. In shore and bluff impact zones and on steep slopes, limited 

clearing of trees and shrubs and cutting, pruning, and trimming of 

trees is allowed to provide a view to the water from the principal 

dwelling site and to accommodate the placement of stairways and 

landings, picnic areas, access paths, livestock watering areas, 

beach and watercraft access areas, provided that: 

 

1. Vegetation alterations shall in no case exceed 50% of the 

brush and 25% of the trees within the shore and bluff impact 

zones or on steep slopes.  For the purpose of this section trees 

less than four (4) inches in diameter as measured at a height of 

four (4) feet from the ground shall be considered brush. 

 

2. The screening of structures, vehicles, or other facilities as 

viewed from the water, assuming summer, leaf-on conditions, 

is not substantially reduced; 

 

3. Along rivers, existing shading of water surfaces is preserved; 

and 

 

4. The above provisions are not applicable to the removal of 

trees, limbs or branches that are dead, diseased, or pose safety 

hazards. 
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h. Any alterations below the ordinary high water level of public 

waters must first be authorized by the Commissioner of Natural 

Resources under Minnesota Statutes, Section 103G.245; 

 

18.2326 Connections to public waters.  Excavations where the intended 

purpose is connection to a public water, such as boat slips, canals, 

lagoons, and harbors, must be controlled by local shoreland 

controls.  Permission for excavations may be given only after the 

Commissioner of Natural Resources has approved the proposed 

connection to public waters. 

 

18.2700 Conditional Uses - Conditional uses allowable within shoreland areas shall be 

subject to the review and approval procedures, and criteria and conditions for 

review of conditional uses established in Section 7.  The following additional 

evaluation criteria and conditions apply within shoreland areas: 

 

18.2760  Campgrounds shall comply with all requirements in 13.7024 and 18.4000. 

 

 18.2761 Campsites must meet dwelling setbacks from the 

ordinary high water setbacks for lakes and rivers. 

 

18.2762 Campsites must be setback fifty (50) feet from all public road 

right-of-ways and property lines. 

 

SECTION 22 - SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS 

 

22.2650 Recording the final plat.  Within sixty (60) days of being notified of final 

plat approval, the developer shall record the final plat.  Failure to meet 

with this provision shall void the plat, and the developer must submit a 

new preliminary plat for approval from the Planning Commission and the 

County Board. 

 

22.2732 If platted lots shall not have frontage on a public road, a private 

road must be constructed to meet the requirements specified in 

Minnesota Rules Chapter 8820.9920 and be served by a road 

agreement recorded with the deed of each lot with frontage on the 

private road.  

 

SECTION 23 TOWERS & WIND ENERGY MANAGEMENT  
 

23.0000 PURPOSE 

 

  This ordinance is established to guide and regulate the installation 

and operation of Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS) within Polk 

County not otherwise subject to siting and oversight by the State of 

Minnesota pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 216F, Wind Energy 



13 

 

Conversion Systems, and to maximize the use of existing and approved 

towers and buildings in order to reduce the number of new towers 

necessary in order to provide wireless telecommunications services or 

other services to the community. 

 

23.2000 WECS PROCEDURES 

 

23.3000 WECS DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

 

23.4000 WECS SETBACKS – WIND TURBINES AND METEORLOGICAL TOWERS 

 

23.5000 WECS REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS 

 

23.5080 Tower configuration. 

 

23.5110 Color and Finish.   All wind turbines and towers that are part of a 

commercial WECS shall be white, grey or another non-obtrusive 

color.  Blades may be black in order to facilitate deicing.  Finishes 

shall be matt or non-reflective.  Metrological Towers shall follow 

the standards listed in section 23.9300. 

  

23.5120 Lighting.    Lighting, including lighting intensity and frequency of 

strobe, shall adhere to but not exceed requirements established by 

Federal Aviation Administration permits and regulations,   Red 

strobe lights are preferred for night-time illumination to reduce 

impacts on migrating birds.  Red pulsating incandescent lights 

should be avoided.  Metrological Towers shall follow the standards 

listed in section 23.9300.  

 

 23.9300 Marking/Painting and Lighting.  

 

  23.9310 Towers must be painted in seven, equal, 

alternating bands of aviation orange and white.  Beginning with 

orange at the top of the tower, and ending with orange at the base. 

 

  23.9320 Towers must have a flashing red light at the 

top of the tower with a minimum of 3.75 km visibility when 

flashing. 

 

  23.9330 Guide-Wired Towers must have a total of 

eight marker balls attached as follows: 4 marker balls attached to 

guide wires at the top of the tower at a distance no further down 

than 15 feet from the top wire connection to the tower; 4 marker 

balls at the bottom of the guide wires at the height of 5-10 feet 

above the tallest crop to be grown in the immediate vicinity of the 

tower. 
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  23.9340 Guide-Wired Towers must have a 7 foot 

safety sleeve at each anchor point. 

 

Commissioner Affeldt seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Affeldt, Diedrich.  NAYS:  None. 

 

Joshua Johnston, Planning and Zoning Administrator came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to Planning and Zoning. Upon motion a Conditional Use Permit was granted by 

Resolution (2012-5-22) for Parcel No. 30.00576.00 to build an accessory structure (complete 

copy of resolution is on file in the office of the County Administrator).  Upon motion a 

Conditional Use Permit was granted by Resolution (2012-5-23) for Parcel No. 74.00803.00 to 

hook a septic system to an accessory structure (complete copy of resolution is on file in the 

office of the County Administrator). Resolution (2012-5-26) to rezone Parcel No. 28.00110.05 

from Agricultural to an Industrial Zoning District. (complete copy of resolution is on file in the 

office of the County Administrator). A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded 

by Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to rezone Parcel No. 

28.00110.05 from Agricultural to an Industrial Zoning District.  

 

 The Chairman of the Board read the Proclamation for “Correctional Officers Week”, 

May 7 to May 11,
 
2012.  Mr. Philip Greer, Tri County Community Correctional Administrator 

explained to the Board some of the duties of the correctional staff.  Mr. Greer asked the 

Correctional Staff present to introduce themselves and tell how long they have been with Tri-

County Corrections. 

 

 Sarah Reese, Polk County Public Health Director along with Marley Hanson came before 

the Board with matters pertaining to her department.  Ms. Reese presented Commissioner Buness 

with a plaque honoring him as Champion for Public Health. Ms. Reese also updated the Board 

on the Department Brochure.  Marley Hanson gave an introduction of Strategic Prevention 

Framework State Incentive Grant (SPF SIG) (Young Adult Alcohol Prevention Grant).  A 

motion was made by Commissioner  Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted 

by unanimous vote of the Board to accept and approve the TB dollars from the MDH and 

authorized the Chairman of the Board to sign said grant. 

 

 Nancy Schaffer, Emergency Services Director came before the Board to discuss matters 

pertaining to the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PLAN 

FOR 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATION WITHIN POLK COUNTY 

 

The following resolution (2012-5-24) was offered by Commissioner Affeldt: 

 

WHEREAS, it is a basic responsibility of the County to provide for the health and 

welfare of its citizens; and  

 



15 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has issued regulations 

which require the replacement of wideband Land Mobile Radio (LMR) systems operating 

in the Very High Frequency (VHF) and Ultra High Frequency (UHF) spectrum by 

January 1, 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, public safety agencies throughout the country, including public safety 

agencies within Polk County, have relied upon wideband LMR systems to provide vital 

public safety communications for law enforcement, fire, emergency medical services, 

public works, disaster response and other vital government services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County has worked with the Northwest Minnesota Regional Radio 

Board (NWRRB), of which it is a participating member, to complete a comprehensive 

assessment of public safety communication within the County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County has been presented with a public safety communication 

assessment (hereinafter “Assessment”) conducted by Federal Engineering Incorporated, 

which included an assessment of the alternatives that exist for the County to replace the 

public safety communication infrastructure within the County. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

hereby accepts the Assessment as an accurate assessment of public safety communication 

needs within the County and of the alternatives that reasonably exist to replace the public 

safety communication infrastructure within the County, and be it further; 

 

RESOLVED, that the Polk County Board of Commissioners believes the Allied Radio 

Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) participation alternative specified in the 

Assessment is the most appropriate and best option for the County to replace the public 

safety communication infrastructure within the county, and be it further; 

 

RESOLVED, that the Polk County Board of Commissioners urges all public safety 

service providers within the County to join together and seek grant funding opportunities 

to fund ARMER participation within the County, and be it further; 

 

RESOLVED, that Polk County Sheriff Barb Erdman (hereinafter “Sheriff”) is instructed 

to develop a participation plan (hereinafter “Plan”) for the migration of and participation 

of all county and local governments and public safety agencies located and operating 

within the County to the ARMER public safety communication system, and be it further; 

 

RESOLVED, that the Plan developed by the Sheriff shall include and provide for a 

proposed budget for the integration of public safety agencies to the ARMER public safety 

communication system, proposals for local enhancements or improvements required for 

county participation and a proposed plan for equipment and services necessary to 

complete the integration of public safety agencies to the ARMER public safety 

communication system, and be it further; 
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RESOLVED, following adoption by the Polk County Board of the Plan herein required 

the Assessment providing the basis of this action shall be submitted to the NWRRB with 

a recommendation that the Assessment be incorporated into the NWRRB regional public 

safety communication plan and that the Sheriff is authorized to submit the Assessment 

and the Plan to the NWRRB, to the Minnesota Departments of Transportation and Public 

Safety and to the Statewide Radio Board, as may be necessary to gain final approval for 

the County participation in the ARMER public safety communication system as provided 

for in the Plan. 

 

 Commissioner Buness seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared 

adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Affeldt, Diedrich.  NAYS:  

None. 

 

The following resolution (2012-5-25) was offered by Commissioner Diedrich: 

  

WHEREAS, Under the provisions of M.S. Section 86B.105 the Sheriff of each county is 

required to carry out the provision of Chapter 86B and the Boat and Water Safety Rules 

promulgated by the Commissioner of Natural Resources, including patrol, enforcement, 

search and rescue, watercraft inspection, waterway marking and accident investigation, 

all included as the Sheriff’s duties. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of 

Polk County that Polk County submits a budget to the Commissioner of Natural 

Resources to carry out the duties of Boat and Water Safety. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County 

that the County Sheriff, the Chairman of the County Board and the County Administrator 

be and they hereby are authorized to sign said agreement and to submit said agreement on 

behalf of Polk County. 

 

 Commissioner Buness seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared 

adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Affeldt, Diedrich..  NAYS:  

None. 

 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Buness, seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the April Auditor Warrants for payment: 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 3/28/2012 

           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF MN     133,302.00 

               0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......    $133,302.00 

 

                             AUDITOR WARRANTS 3/30/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

               1 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300          15.00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......         $15.00 
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                            AUDITOR WARRANTS 4/03/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           DAVIDSON CONSTRUCTION                7,014.95 

           EATON CORPORATION                    3,490.00 

           EGF WATER & LIGHT DEPT               1,278.08 

           FOSSTON MUNICIPAL UTILITIES          1,019.82 

           REGENTS OF THE UNIV OF MN           11,880.00 

           TRI COUNTY COMMUNITY CORR           14,956.36 

           U S BANK                             3,392.50 

           WEST PAYMENT CENTER                    731.29 

           WILD RICE ELEC CO-OP INC               933.69 

               9 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300       1,036.97 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......     $45,733.66 

 
                          AUDITOR WARRANTS 4/10/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS              372.64 

           ARROWWOOD RESORT & CONF CENTER         315.40 

           FOSSTON MUNICIPAL UTILITIES         40,898.79 

           HEWLETT PACKARD COMPANY              1,785.69 

           NORTH COUNTRY SECURITY INC           4,002.77 

           OTTERTAIL POWER CO                   3,742.83 

           GLENN RAFFERTY                       1,200.00 

           SAFETY COMPLIANCE SERVICES             975.00 

           VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,042.43 

           WEST PAYMENT CENTER                  4,303.09 

              12 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         884.16 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......     $59,522.80 

 
                        AUDITOR WARRANTS 4/11/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

               1 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300          15.00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......         $15.00 

 
                             AUDITOR WARRANTS 4/13/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF MN     136,794.00 

               0 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300            .00 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......    $136,794.00 

 
                        AUDITOR WARRANTS 4/17/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           ACOM SOLUTIONS INC                   1,033.01 

           ALTRU HEALTH SYSTEM                  2,653.00 

           BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSIO         870.00 

           CENTURY LINK                           921.99 

           COLE PAPERS INC                      6,007.97 

           CROOKSTON WATER DEPARTMENT             707.34 

           EAST GRAND FORKS CITY                1,828.25 

           GARDEN VALLEY TELEPHONE CO           6,721.65 

           GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO          2,273.76 

           GREATAMERICA LEASING CORP              475.59 

           HALSTAD TELEPHONE CO                 9,987.64 
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           HEWLETT PACKARD COMPANY              1,051.04 

           HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL INC         30,443.00 

           KINETIC LEASING                        411.75 

           LENES SAND & GRAVEL INC             16,917.35 

           MCCC MI 33                           1,398.24 

           MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS          1,346.62 

           MN OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECH           589.00 

           MN STATE TREASURY                    8,140.50 

           OTTERTAIL POWER CO                   5,671.50 

           POLK COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR           23,830.56 

           PURCHASE POWER                       1,000.00 

           RICOH PRODUCTION                       454.98 

           SANDHILL SNOWCRUISERS               13,851.60 

           STANLEY CONVERGENT                   1,070.60 

           TRI COUNTY COMMUNITY CORR        1,027,541.28 

           U S BANK                             1,000.00 

           VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,381.98 

           WARREN VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SER         416.67 

           WEST PAYMENT CENTER                    843.35 

               7 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         718.13 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......  $1,171,558.35 

 
                          AUDITOR WARRANTS 4/24/2012 
           VENDOR NAME                            AMOUNT 

           ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS              496.36 

           CARDMEMBER SERVICE                   4,246.75 

           CENTURY LINK                         1,031.51 

           CLEARWATER COUNTY HWY DEPT          11,026.57 

           COLE PAPERS INC                      4,201.76 

           FERTILE OIL COMPANY                 25,350.00 

           GARDEN VALLEY TELEPHONE CO             715.09 

           GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO            446.95 

           HAGEN CONSTRUCTION                   6,150.04 

           KINETIC LEASING                        335.27 

           LENES SAND & GRAVEL INC              7,419.48 

           MN UI FUND                           2,676.39 

           NORTHLAND COMM & TECH COLLEGE        4,200.00 

           OCCUPATIONAL DEVELOPMENT CTR         9,000.00 

           OTTERTAIL POWER CO                     682.70 

           POLK COUNTY                         64,157.70 

           POLK COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR            1,497.06 

           RDO EQUIPMENT COMPANY              142,478.03 

           RICHARD RUDE ARCHITECTURAL INC      20,593.40 

           TDS METROCOM - MN                      945.35 

           JULIANA TIEDEMAN                       361.73 

               6 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $300         898.48 

                       FINAL TOTAL.......    $308,910.62 
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 With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 10:00 o’clock a.m. on May 

15, 2012. 

 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       William R. Montague, Chairman  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

John P. Schmalenberg, County Administrator 

Clerk of the Board 


