
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Polk County 
Board of Adjustment 

March 25, 2016 
 
Call to Order: 9:00 a.m. 
 
Members in Attendance:  Robert Franks, Donovan Wright, Mike Powers, Courtney Pulkrabek, 

and Rolland Gagner 
 
Members Absent: none 
 
Also Present: Polk County Environmental Services’ staff: Josh Holte & Michelle Erdmann. 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made by Wright to approve the minutes from the February 26, 2016 

meeting. Second by Pulkrabek.  All in favor. 
 
Public Hearing: VARIANCE  Christian Lambright  Parcel# 28.00283.00 
 
Powers read the notice, waiving the reading of the full legal description and turned the meeting  
 over to Holte. 
 
Holte stated that the applicants are requesting a variance to reduce the setback for a commercial  

dog breeding kennel from 1000’ to 700’ of a neighboring residence located in the 
Agricultural zoning district in section 36 of Garfield Township. 

 
Holte read the PZ ordinance, Section 12.7010 that relates to the request. 
 
Holte went over the pertinent facts and stated that the property is owned by the applicant’s father  

and the kennel would be on an 80 acre parcel located in section 36 of Garfield Township.  
The proposed kennel would be located approximately 700’ from the nearest residence 
other than the applicants home on the site.  Holte visited the site and with the applicant 
since they would not be attending the hearing. 

 
Holte also stated that the applicant will need to obtain a CUP for continued operation of the dog  

breeding business.  The applicant already started the dog breeding business and has 
licenses through the USDA and the MN Board of Animal Health. 
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Holte said the applicant is proposing to have 36 adult breeding animals onsite.  The applicant  

only has “lap dogs” and the dogs are housed in two small buildings.  There are 18 dogs 
per building with 3-4 males in each building.  There are normally only around 3 litters of 
puppies at any given time.  The breeds of dogs that the applicant has include:  Pekingese, 
Poodle, Yorkshire Terrier and Bishan Frise. 

 
Holte stated the dogs are housed in compatible groups of four or less and have access to outside  

via spring loaded entry/exit doors.  Dogs with litters are housed individually with their 
litters.  Adults are housed in the primary enclosures and meet and exceed all USDA and 
MNBOAH regulations.  Enclosures are constructed of coated wire and dividers are 
constructed of poly plastic.  

 
The applicant told Holte that the dogs are housed on wire, with access to carpets.  This helps  

with cleanliness and disease control.  Climate in the buildings is very controlled with 
wood stove for heat and windows/vents of ventilation.  The applicant orders high 
nutrition dog food and has food delivered by the pallet from a supply company. 

 
Holte also stated that the animal waste is cleaned from the pens regularly and waste is placed  

into a compost pile, along with the dirty shavings.  The primary enclosures are washed 
with soap and water every two weeks to ensure cleanliness.   The floor, underneath the 
enclosures have shavings cleaned out every week to ten days and are washed down with 
soap and water before shavings are spread.  Dogs are groomed/trimmed twice a year to 
maintain a nice coat. 

 
The applicant hires a friend to help transport the puppies to pet stores.  The applicant stated that  

the only location available for these sheds within the farm yard is within 1000’ from the 
nearest residence. 

 
The applicant stated that the practical difficulty is that if the kennel buildings were moved they  

would need to be right out in the middle of the farmland, with no trees for protection.  
The buildings would probably not be able to be moved without damage to the structures. 

 
No comments have been received.  Holte then went over slides showing the application, letter  
 from the applicant, operational plan, maps and pictures of the property. 
 
Jore asked why a CUP for animals?  Holte said it is a dog or cat breeding business that requires a  
 CUP. 
 
Staff is recommending approval of the variance with the following conditions: 
 1. The variance will only be approved if the applicant is able to obtain a CUP from  
  the County Board of Commissioners. 
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The Board had no other questions.  Holte asked the board the hardship questions. 
 

Question 
Pulkrabek Franks Gagner Wright Powers 

1. No No No No No 

2. No No No No No 

3. No No No No No 

4. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

5. No No No No No 

6. No No No No No 

7. No No No No No 

 
Holte stated with 30 no’s and 5 yes’s the criteria has been met for the Board to either grant or  
 deny the variance request. 
 
Motion to approve the Variance request with staff conditions was made by Pulkrabek.  Second  
 by Gagner.  All in favor. 
 
Meeting adjourned by Powers. 


