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 Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., April 24, 2012 in the Commissioners Room, Government 

Center, Crookston, MN.  Members present:  Commissioner William Montague, Commissioner 

Craig Buness, Commissioner Warren Strandell, Commissioner Warren Affeldt, Commissioner 

Don Diedrich and John P. Schmalenberg, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board.  Others 

present: Judith H. Luettjohann, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Affeldt seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the agenda and consent agenda for April 24, 

2012:  

 

 1. Approve payment to Cole Papers, Inc., Fargo, ND in the amounts of:  $276.37,  

  $1,674.98, $372.05, $612.58, and $1,265.78. 

 2. Approve payment to Clearwater County Highway Department, Bagley MN in the  

  amount of $11,026. 57 for construction & engineering charges for SP 60-070-003  

  for rumble strips. 

 3. Approve payment to Card Member Services, St. Louis, MO in the amount of  

  $4,246.75 for credit card purchases. 

 

 Richard Sanders, Polk County Highway/Ditch Engineer came before the Board to discuss 

matters pertaining to his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Buness seconded by 

Commissioner Affeldt and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the Magnesium 

Chloride Application to Envirotech Services in the amount of $.94 per gallon.  A motion was 

made by Commissioner Buness seconded by Commissioner Diedrich  and adopted by unanimous 

vote of the Board to authorize sending two maintenance employees to Davenport IA for   A 

motion was made by Commissioner Affeldt seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by 

unanimous vote of the Board to approve the bid of Anderson Brothers Construction in the 

amount of $738,407.00 for SAP 060-637-005 and authorize the Chairman of the Board and 

County Administrator to sign said contract.  A motion was made by Commissioner Affeldt 

seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the 

bid of Knife River Materials in the amount of $1,270,312.40 for SAP 060-605-008 (Polk 

County) SAP 060-701-002 (Red Lake County), SAP 063-601-019 and SAP 063-622-003 (Red 

Lake County and authorize the Chairman of the Board and County Administrator to sign said 

contract.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Buness 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to concur with the City of Crookston for SAP 115-

135-009 and 115-050-002 with the bid of Knife River Materials in the amount of $152,477.95.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Buness seconded by Commissioner Affeldt  and adopted 

by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the gravel lease agreement with Alvin and Evelyn 

Von Holdt and authorize the Chairman of the Board and County Administrator to sign said lease.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Affeldt, seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted 

by unanimous vote of the Board that upon completion of necessary education to approve the 

promotion of two Engineering Tech 11B employees to the Engineering Tech 111B position at 

the seven year level.  

 

 Ron Denison, Finance Officer PFM came before the Board to discuss the $1,810,000 

General Obligation Refunding Bonds sale. 
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 The following resolution (2012-4-18) was offered by Commissioner Diedrich: 

 

RESOLUTION RELATING TO $1,810,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING 

BONDS, SERIES 2012B; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE, AWARDING SALE, 

PRESCRIBING THE FORM AND DETAILS AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

PAYMENT THEREOF. 

 

 Commissioner Buness seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Montague, Strandell, Diedrich.  NAYS: None 

 

 Barb Erdman, Polk County Sheriff came before the Board to discuss matters pertaining to 

her department.  Sheriff Erdman presented the Board with the March 2012 reports. 

 

 John Schmalenberg, County Administrator came before the Board to discuss matters 

pertaining to his department.  The Board reviewed the information on the new redistricting plan.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Affeldt and adopted 

by unanimous vote of the Board to authorize the Chairman of the Board to sign the Proclamation 

for Tri-County Community Corrections for Correctional Officers Week.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Buness seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of 

the Board to authorize refilling the Wellness Coordinator Position as a half time position in the 

Public Health department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich, seconded by 

Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to concur with the award 

of Red Lake County for the overlay of CSAH 23 and CR 252. 

 

 The following resolution (2012-4-19) was offered by Commissioner Buness: 
 

Petition for Transfer of the Union Lake Outlet Pump Station to the Sand Hill 
River Watershed District Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 103D.705 

 

WHEREAS, the County of Polk and the Union/Lake Sarah Improvement District 
currently are the authority for the project known as the Union Lake Outlet Pump Station; 
and  

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of Polk County and the Union/Lake Sarah Improvement 
District to transfer the authority and responsibility of the operation of the Union 
Lake Outlet Pump Station to the Sand Hill River Watershed District; and  

 

WHEREAS, the project is described as follows:  
 

The Lake Improvement District, LID, pumping project consist of several 
components. At its upper end is an interconnect between Lake Sarah and Union 
Lake. Further downstream at the SW end of Union Lake is a pumping station and 
filter system. There are two underground pipe systems that carry water to a natural 
drainage system that carries the water to the Sand Hill River.  

 

Interconnect: To allow water to flow from Lake Sarah to Union Lake required an 
interconnect. It consists of an open ditch from lake Sarah, a sand filter and a 24 " 
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pipe which carries water under county road 237 into an open ditch which outlets into 
Union Lake. This is a gravity system that over time balances water between the 
lakes. The sand filter is designed to prohibit fish transfer between the lakes.  

Filter and Pump Station: The next portion of the project consists of the filter system, 
pump station and controls located in the SW '/4 of Section 35, Woodside Township. 
The filter system was recently installed to address the Eurasian Milfoil plant that 
was found in the lake. It consists of a fine stainless steel screen that prevents plant 
parts or seeds from passing downstream attached to the inlet of the pumping station. 
The pump station consists of a single 7,000 GPM vertical turbine pump housed in a 
circular concrete wetwell; a swing check valve, gate valve, and force main piping; 
an electrical control panel; an Air Burst system consisting of an air compressor, a 
175 psi air holding tank,a pair of 6" air pipes that extend 290 feet out into Union 
Lake.  

 
Force main: The pumping station lifts the water approximately 36 feet through a 24" 
force main under CR42 and SW across United States Fish and Wildlife, USF&W, 
land a distance of 2,500 feet. There is an erosion structure at the pipe outlet.  

 
Drop Pipe: The water then travels through the wetland ESE where it enters a 36" 

drop pipe which carries the water in a southerly direction for approximately '/2 

mile where it outlets to a natural channel. The water then flows through numerous 

natural channels and several small lakes until it enters the Sand Hill River in 

section 19 of Garden Township, Polk County, Minnesota. The original project 

was built in 1999-2000 with the filter system added in 2010.  

 

WHEREAS, the description of the property that the project is located upon is 

shown on the attached Exhibits A, B, and Exhibits 1 through 6, and aerial map, 

Exhibit 7; and  

 

WHEREAS, Polk County and the Union/Lake Sarah Improvement District 

believe there is a necessity to transfer the operation of the project to the Sand 

Hill River Watershed District as the project can be better managed by the Sand Hill 

River Watershed District; and 

 

WHEREAS, under Minnesota Statutes 103D.705, Subd. 3(E), a bond is not required 

as the project petition is being signed by the Polk County Board of Commissioners.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby requested by Polk County and Union/Lake Sarah 

Improvement District that a hearing be held pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 103D.705, and 

that the project and underlying easements be transferred to the Sand Hill River Watershed 

District.  

 

 Commissioner Affeldt seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Montague, Strandell, Diedrich.  NAYS: None 

 

 Upon motion the Board adjourned for lunch. 
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 The County Board held a County Board Work Session in Meeting Room 230 of the 

Government Center. 

 

With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 8:00 o’clock a.m., on May 

1, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      William R. Montague, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

John P. Schmalenberg, County Administrator 

Clerk of the Board 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 


