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The new 9th Judicial District Court judge
scheduled to take office July 1, 2000, will
have chambers in the Polk County
Courthouse in Crookston.

And that judge, according to Polk County
Court Administrator Sally Holewa. "can't
get here soon enough. We have a heavy,
heavy caseload and we really do need
another judge,” she says.

Currently, District Court judges John M.
Roue, Michael J. Kraker and Richard C.
Taylor handle judicial work in Polk,
Norman and Mahnomen countics on a
rolating schedule. Judges Roue and Taylor
have chambers in Crockston while Judge
Kraker has his chambers in Mahnomen.

Each year on average, each of the three
judges handle 246 major criminal cases,

103 civil cases, 169 family law cases, 324
juvenile matters, 3,758 minor criminal
cases, 427 minor civil cases, and 78 pro-
bate matters. These workloads are far
above the state average for judges.

When the new judge begins work, it is
anticipated that Pennington and Red Lake
counites (together with the judge cham-
bered in Pennington County) will be
inciuded with Polk, Mahnomen and
Norman counties in a five-county, five-
judge work area. This is expected to bring
the workload of each judge much closer to
the state average.

The addition of a new judge in Crookston
will require considerable re-arranging of
the workspace on the courtroom floor of
the courthouse. Office space is needed for

Disaster declarations sought

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s denial of the spring flood disas-
ter declaration requested by Polk County
— and five other counties in northwest-
em Minnesota — is being appealed by
the State of Minnesota. Polk County
emergency services officials have esti-
mated damage to roads and bridges at

$2.3 million, while FEMA set damages at
$1.4 million, an amount that did not qual-
ify for the declaration. In a separate
action, Polk County has joined other
northwest Minnesota counties in request-
ing an agriculture disaster declaration
because of spring and summer damage
to crops by excessive rain.

the three judges who will be chambered
there together with their court reporters
and law clerks.

Plans are also being made to add one or
more new hearing rooms so that the exist-
ing courtrooms can be made available for
jury trials five days a week. An architect
has been hired to do preliminary design
work. Tentative plans include relocating
court services to another floor of the cour-
thouse and possibly moving the law library
to the nearby Professional Building.

The Supreme Court uses a system called
“weighted caseload” to decide where and
when additional judges are needed. In that
formula, each type of case is given a num-
ber value with the most complex cases

(See NEW JUDGE, Page 3)

Budget battle
to continue
into new year

Budgetary issues have been a top focus
of County Board deliberations in 1999 and
will continue to be so as work begins on
developing the new budget for 2000.

Monthly and quarterly reports of the
county's expenses and revenues from
County Auditor Jerry Amiot indicate sig-
nificant gains in the batte to balance the
1999 budget but new expenses on the hori-
zon for 2000 — some that were unexpect-
ed — will require continued diligence,

What started out as a $300,000 deficit
budget in 1999 may now have neared bal-
ancing. That positive change is because of
acombination of many efforts, not any one
or two developments. "The board and the
department heads have been very careful

(See BUDGET, Page 3)




State to takeover 9th District Court

&

“The public probably won't even notice a
change.”

That's the assessment of Polk County
Court Administrator Sally Holewa con-
cerning the scheduled July 1, 2000
takeover of the 9th Judicial District Court
by the State of Minnesota.

The takeover, which was approved by the
1999 session of the state legislature, will
mean that the state, rather than Polk
County, will assume all costs and responsi-
hility for operating the courl system, In
return, counties will give up all fine rev-
enue plus an amount of their HACA
(Homestead and Agricultural Credit) aid

o)

that is equal to the cost of operating the
court system during 1999,

With court costs spiraling upward and
projected to increase even more — for such
things as court interpreters, guardian ad
litem orders, psychiatric examinations and
new programs for which there has been no
state funding — counties have generally
hailed the upcoming takeover. The legisla-
tion inchudes state takeovers in the 5th, 7th
and 9th districts along with making perma-
nent the state takeover trial that has been
underway for the past four years in the 8th
District.

Holewa expects the takeover to result in

new procedures for jury management,
some shared use of interpreters and other
employees, and improved methods for the
collection of fines and other money that is
owed,

The takeover will mean that county court
administration employees will become
state employeces but Holewa doesn't see
that creating any problems. Wage scales
and benefit programs, she says, will not
change significantly.

"1 think this takeover makes sense. It will
mean that the governing body that makes
the rules also pays the bill,” she says.

-

State funding of trial courts is part of
the courl unification process begun in
1977 when municipal courls were abol-
ished. This was followed by the aboli-
ton of county courts in 1982, When the
county courts were eliminated the
judges became district court judges and
ran in district-wide elections.

Court administrators are no longer
clecled but are appoinied by local
judges with the approval of a majority
ol the district court judges.

Since the county no longer has control
over the functions of the court, the
administration of the court or the elec-
tion ol judges. it makes sense that the
funding of the court be transferred o
ihe judicial branch of state government
because L has contral of court func-
fions.

[1 is hoped that lying court mandates
10 court budgets will result in a more
fiscally responsive judicial system and
insure thal new rules and programs are
no1 stituted without adequate fund-
mg.

The other benefits of stale funding
include the ability 1o share resources
across counties. In the 9ih District, we
anticipate being able 10 pool our jury
mianagement and guardian ad litem
coordinalor functions as well as sharing
employees when cases are lransferred
Qui-of-county.

\ Becanse the transfer of the court bud-

Plan for state funding of courts

get will be done through a matching
reduction in other local government
funding, the counties cannot expect to
see an immediate benefit due to the
transfer. The benefit will be in the long
term absorption of rising court costs
and the funding of new mandates. Two
cxamples that come to mind are
guardian ad litem fees and parent edu-
cation classes.

Guardian ad litems are persons
appointed by the court to represent the
interests of minors or incompetents.
While the court has always had the
authority tc appoinl guardian ad
litems, it was done at the judge's dis-
cretion, Under new Rules of Court,
guardian ad litems are now mandatory
in many cases. In Polk County, this has
increased costs from an average of
$20,000 per year to $20,000 in the first
quarter of 1999, These costs are
expected (o rise even higher.

In 1998, the Supreme Court passed a
rule requiring all parents in a divorce
action to attend a parenting class based
on the "Parents Forever” modei. No
funding was allocated to the counties
10 esiablish these classes or ta pay the
instructors. Some counties were able
to get volunteer instructors or grant
money to hire instructors and rent
space for the classes. The obvious
problems with funding a program this
way are that grant money runs out after

] ™\
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a year or s0 and volunteers quit or
move on, It aiso means having to

schedule only three or four classes a
year and stalling the divorce process
until the classes can be completed.

Because Polk County has been
unable to fund ifs own parenting
classes, we have been forced to send
participants to Thief River Falls or
Detroit Lakes to attend classes. These
classes are either four hours long and
run three nights or two full weekend
days. Beginning this fall, however,
we will be offering a parenting class
at the University of Minnesota-
Crookston.

These are the types of unfunded
mandates we are hoping to avoid
when the judicial system becomes
financially responsible for the courts.

The advantages to individual
employees will be in the higher top
pay that the state offers for longevity,
the ability to earn merit pay each year
and in the lower cost of health, dental
and life insurance that statie cmploy-
ees may elect to purchase. Al this
time, the entire judicial system is
undergoing a wage and personnel
study and we do not know what the
minimum salary will be for courl
administrators and their staff,
Sally Holewa, Polk County couri
administrator
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dget battle

{Countinued from Page 1)

about their expenditures and those efforts
are reflected in the reports developed by the
Auditor's Office,” County Coordinator Jack
Schmalenberg says.

While the situation improved in 1999,
there are new storm clouds in the sky for
2000, according to Board Chair Warren
Strandell. He notes that while preliminary
budget ptanning for 2000 included regular
salary adjustments called for in the iabor
conltracts along with other expected increas-
es in the cost of doing business, the county
will have to find a way to fund a much larg-
er-than-expected contribution to its employ-
ee benefits package.

The cost of the benefit package will be
increased $43 a month above the normal
adjustment as the result of the recent award
made by the arbitrator hearing a wage dis-
pute brought by Law Enforcement Labor
Services as the bargaining representative for
sheriff's deputies. Because of the "me-too"
clause that is a part of all labor contracts as
it concerns the benefits package and
because of the county's policy of providing
the same benefits for all employees, the
arbitrator's decision has the effect of includ-
g all 280 county employees and results in
an unexpecied new payroll cost of about
$145.000.

"The board is very appreciative of the
efforts by deparunent heads and all county
employees in helding operating costs in
check in 1999," Strandell says. "We know
that we will have to face another deficit
problem in the budget for 2000 but we also
realize that the budget can't be balanced at
all costs. There will be a day of reckoning, if
we don't remain competitive on salary
issues and don't keep up with maintenance,

equipment replacement and other needs.

"After three years of budget-cutting, coun-
ty operations are at bare-bones levels," he
says, "And to this point, there hasn't been a
way to develop significant new revenues.
Certainly, this is not the time for a major tax
increase, even if it were possible.
Commodity prices, crop disease and the
weather have combined to cripple agricul-
ture, which has always paid a big part of the
county tax bill. There are some difficult
decisions ahead."

The county's voluntary early refirement
offer was among actions developed to
reduce expenses in 1999 and beyond. The
plan offered long-term, usually more high-
ly-paid employees the opportunity to retire
early. Four employees took advantage of the
program. They were:

= County Veterans Service Officer Richard
Ramey, who had held his position for 15
years;

« Bonnie Pokrzywinski, collection services
supervisor in  the Social Services
Department and a 26-year county employee;

» Rita DesRosier, social services account
clerk and 34-year county employee; and

= Dick Roue, a deputy sheriff for 22 years
and a county jail employee before that.

Also retiring were Bill Huggett, an admin-
istrative assistant in the Social Services
Department, and Chuck Averill, a sergeant
in the Sheriff's Department and a deputy for
the past 24 years. Both Huggett and Averill
retired under traditional programs.

In addition to the efforts made by county
employees to reduce expenses, the fees for
many county services were reviewed and
adjusted upward, Many of these fee sched-
ules had not been updated in a number of
years.

New judge
{Continued from Page 1)

having the highest value.

The values are established and reviewed
every five years by court staff who record
the amount of time a judge actually spends
reviewing a case, preparing orders, letters
or memorandum for a case, researching a
case and actual time spent in hearings on a
case. The assigned values are then multi-
plied by the number of each case type filed
to arrive at a judge need determination.
Polk County has two chambered judges but

currently has a judge need of 2.51.

Because judges need to do written expla-
nations of their decisions in many cases, it
is essential that they are given time outside
the courtroom to do research and to write
their findings and orders. Another judge
wiil allow some time for this.

The other new 9th District judge provid-
ed for in the Omnibus Crime Prevention &
Judiciary Funding Bill passed by the 1999
session of the legislature is to take office
Jan. 1, 2000, and have chambers in
Brainerd.

Fritz new head
of Red Lake
atershed Dist.

Chuck Fritz is the new administrator
of the Red Lake Watershed District. He
succeeds Lowell Enerson, who resigned
in December to accept a municipal posi-
tion in southern Minnesota.

Fritz’ appointment was effective May
13. He had previously served as trans-

vioportation
. planner  for
* the Northwest
"Regional
. Development
. Commission,
headquartered
¢ in Warren.

A native of
Bismarck,
N.D., Fritz,
38, earned a
bachelors
degree in zoology in 1992 and a mas-
ters in natural resources management in
1997, beth from North Dakota Stafe
University, Fargo. Prior to his work at
the NWRDC, Fritz was employed both
part- and fulltime from 1990 to 1995 by
the North Dakota State Health
Department in Bismarck. While doing
his graduate work, he served as an assis-
tant to NDSU research economist Jay
Leitch.

Fritz and his wife, Sara, who is a child
psychologist, live in Thief River Falls.
They have two daughters, Savannah, 5,
and India, 3.

I.Icrkwﬂ Z

Polk County Board
of Commissioners

Don Bakken, Fertile
Warren Strandell, East Grand Forks
Lyle Eisert, Crookston
Warren Affeldt, Fosston
Henry Vasek, Warren

The board meetings are held at:
¢ 830 ain. on the first Tuesday
¢ 1:20 p.m. on the third Tuesday
¢ 8:30 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday

Meetings are open to the public. For

special accommodations or to request a
spot on the agenda, call John
Schmalenberg, Polk County coordinator,
281-5408.




Mdni‘osh native held highest enlisted rank in Air Force

ood

Les Goodwin, a 33-year military veteran who rose
to the highest enlisted personnel rank in the Air
Force, has been named the new Polk County veterans

service officer,

A native of Mclntosh who returned {o that commu-
nity in 1994, Goodwin took office on Aug. 1. He suc-
ceeds Rick Ramey, who retired in May after 15 years
in the position, Ramey and his wife, Barbara, recent-

Iy moved to Moose Lake, MN.

"I'm really excited about this new opportunity and
about the change to be of assistance to veterans,”
Goodwin says. "From my military career, 1 naturally
have some knowledge of veterans' rights and issues.
I have tried to stay current, but I bave a lot o learn,

L00,

His initial plans include visiiing all veterans service clubs in the
county and consulting with Ramey and regional veterans service
officials. "Locally, I want to meet and get to know as many veter-

ans as [ can," he says.

in named veterans se

Goodwin joined the Air Force in 1960 afler gradu-
ating from MclIntosh High School. He later earned
an associate degree in logistics at the University of
Maryland, His career included 20 years in Germany,
including the last 15 at Frankfurl. A chiel master
sergeant, he was the last person at that rank to be
allowed to remain on active duty in the Air Force
past the 30th year.

After retirement on Nov. 1, 1993, Goodwin worked
as a technical consultant for the ITT Corporation in
Denver, CO. The company provides conlraci ser-
vices for the military. As a part of that employment,
Goodwin returned to Germany for two years to set
up service contracts.

Les Goodwin

1ce officer

For the past five years, Goodwin, 57, and his wife, Mary, have

lived in Mclntosh, where he served until recently as beokkeeper
of the Mclntosh VFW Ciub, The Goodwins have two children:
Todd, 29, and Robin Andres, 34, and a grandson, Joshua Drew,

who all also live in Mclntosh.

Concern for overcrowding at the
Northwesl  Regional  Corrections
Center and Annex bhuildings conlinues
to build. In 1998 the Cenfer was over-
capacity 100 percent of the calendar
YEar.

The Center exceeded recommended
State Deparimen of Corrections limits
by an average of 10 beds every day
during the year. Because the building
is a "secure” lacility for persons await-
ing trial, its function is greatly affected
by over-population, Of particular note
is the lact that safety of stalf and resi-
dents is put at risk when the building
space i over utilized.

There has been errific cooperation by
the county atiorney's office and the
courls in working with the limitations
of the building. Utilizing alternatives
to jail. such as Sentence to Service,
glectronic  monitoring,  the DWI
Iniensive Supervision Program and jail
reporting wailing lists have all helped
10 keep he jail population down,

Sull, the number of people incarcerat-
ed contihues to rise in the threc-county
arcd. [0 1998, the Regional Corrections
Board added an additional shift of
counselors at the Annex to accommo-
date staffing requirements of the
Department of Corrections and allow

(e . . N
Overcrowding at Corrections
Center causes safety concerns

an additional 16 beds to be opened for
use at the minimum security building.
This prevented the agency from having
to purchase the added bed space that
would have been needed without the
additional beds.

However, the additional bed space
provided did not affect the secure
"awailing trial” facility where space
has become the major focus of current
planning actions on the part of the joint
powers board.

The Jail Planning Options study
group is working diligently to assess
the problems of jail space needs and
expects to reporl to a larger group of
officials from Polk, Norman and Red
Lake counties in October, The agency
recently recetved word that its jaii plan-
ning grant request has been funded at
$85,000.

The options group includes commis-
sioners Lyle Eisert and Warren
Strandell, County Attorney Wayne
Swanson, Sheriff Doug Qualley and
business owner Kent Bruun, all from
Polk County; Norman County
Commissioner Warren Olson; and Red
Lake Commissioner Lec Nielsen.

— Susan Mills, director,
County Community Corrections

Tri-
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County-based
purchasing start
possible in 2000

A win for clients.

A win for the area heaith care infrastructure.,

That's what Polk County officials envision
for the county-based purchasing program they
want o initiate.

County-based purchasing, which is provided
for by state jegislation, is designed to allow
counties to develop their own plans - as
opposed to a state plan — for the purchase of
medical services for medical assistance (MA)
and generat assistance medical care (GAMCOC)
clients.

Polk County's plan has been developed over
a period of almost two years by county offi-
cials and 20 health providers and citizens
from throughout the county.

Implementation could begin in 2000 but
many hurdles still have to be jumped, accord-
ing to Polk County Coordinater Jack
Schmalenberg.

The initial county plan was sent o the
Minnesota Department of Health on Dec. 1,
1998, and to the Minnesota Department of
Human Services on Aprii 1, 1999,

"We're working to keep our local facilities...
the hospitals, nursing homes, drug stores and,
of course, the health professionals in our com-
munities," says county commissioner Don
Bakken, Fertile, who has been active in the
program since it became an alternative.
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2 cities, 6 townships get hikes

State ma

Owners of certain classifications of
property in two cities and six townships
in Polk County will see state-mandated
valuation increases of from 5 to 20 per-
cent when they receive their tax state-
ments in May of 2000.

The increases, which were ordered by
the Minnesota Depariment of Revenue,
affect the cities of Fosston and Fertile,
the townships of Esther, Huntsville and
Nesbit; and lake properties in Garden,
Kaute and Woodside.

Niefsville gets decrease

The value of residential land and struc-
tures in the City of Nielsville will be
decreased 10 percent.

An increase or decrease in the value of
a particular property does not mean that
real estate taxes will increase or
decrease by that same percentage. The
Minnesota Limited Market Value Law
restricts tax calculations to an 8.5 per-
cent increase in taxable value. Many of
these properties already have a limited
value. According to state law, valuation
for all properties is based on comparable
sales that have occurred in that area.

Properties must be valued at 100 per-
cent of market value. The Department of
Revenue has granted an acceptable
range of 90 to 105 percent in determin-
ing whether or not a taxing district
receives an increase or decrease.

For taxes payable in 2000

These valuation changes will be effec-
tive on the 1999 assessment rolls for
taxes payable ir 2000.

"People have to realize that it is not
what they originally paid {or their real
estate, or the amount of money that they
have invested in it that determines the
valuation,” Wagner says. "Valuation is
determined by what that home or prop-
erty would sell for in an open market
based on sales of similar properties.”

The property classifications affected
by the Department of Revenue mandate
and the percent of increase include:

« City of Fertile — Residential land
and structures, 10%.

» City of Fosston — Residential fand,
commercial land and structures, 5%.

¢ Esther Township -—— Residential
land only, 10%,

lates valuati

 Garden Township — Residential
land and structures (sections 1 & 2
only), 20%; and seasonal resideniial
recreational land and structures (sec-
tions 1 & 2 only), 20%.

» Huntsville Township — Residential
land and structures, 10%.

» Knute Township — Residential land
and structures (sections 20, 29, 30 & 31
only), 20%; and seasonal residential
recreational land and structures (sec-
tions 20, 29, 30 & 31 only), 20%.

e Neshit Township — Agricultural
land and struciures, 5%; and residential
land and structures, 5%.

= Weodside Township — Residential
land and structures (sections 25, 26, 35
& 36 only), 20%; and seasonal residen-
tial recreational land and stnictures (sec-
tions 25, 26, 35 & 36 only), 20%.

Polk County Assessor Robert Wagner
notes that the valuation increases for
Fertile and Fosston represent a normal
“updating” of values to bring them into
compliance with state law.

The only "ag land” affected by the
Department of Revenue order for valua-
tion increases occurred in Nesbit
Township. The increase there was based
on “emough sales fo determine its own
market," Wagner says. "In this ag econ-
omy especially and with the weather
problems that we have had, we certainly
wouldn't like to see an increase in the
value of farmland on a countywide
basis.

Ag land values holding

“As for curreat ag values, the sales
indicate we are still within the accept-
able state sales ratio range,” Wagner
says, “We have not yel seen a substan-
tial drop in the sale price of ag land this
year.”

The valuation increases in the certain
sections of Garden, Knute and
Woodside townships are limited (o
property on Union Lake and Lake
Sarah. "We had been successful at keep-
ing the state from ordering valuation
increases for these areas a year ago but,
with the increased sale prices of proper-
ty sold in the past year, there was no
arguing about it this year," Wagner says.

"There are several other lakes in
Minnesota that have also been having

increases

high-water problems, but the state
wouldn't back-off on valuation increases
for them either,” he says. "The value of
lake property every where just seems {0
go up and up and up."”

Property values on Maple Lake were
increased by up to 25 percent for the
1999 assessment year in determinations
made by the Polk County Assessor's
Office. The county's move to increase
the value of properties on Maple Lake
— as opposed to an almost certain state-
mandated increase — had some advan-
tages,

Retain some control

"The benefit in doing it ourselves is
that we were able (o retain at least some
level of local conirol... so it doesn't have
to be a blanket increase in which all
property is increased by the same per-
centage, Instead, we had the ability to
hold back increases on certain proper-
ties when it was appropriate.”

Property owners must be notified of
valuation increases that are made by the
county, These adjustments can then be
appealed to the Board of Review. State-
mandated increases can not be appealed.

With the changes for 1999, valuations
of Maple Lake properties have been
increased by 50 percent over three
years, Wagner notes. A further re-assess-
ment of Union Lake, Lake Sarah, Cable
Lake and other lake properties, he says,
will likely occur when the water finally
goes down.

Good news

There is at least one item of good news
in the area of property values, Market
value in the City of East Grand Forks,
where the flood of 1997 destroyed more
than 450 homes along with a number of
commercial properties, has now recov-
ered to the point that it is very near the
pre-flood totals, according to Wagner,

And, he notes, not all the new con-
struction has been added to the tax rolls
there. The full value of new property,
both residential and commercial, doesn't
come onto the tax rolls until a year fol-
lowing its construction. When it does
comes on the rolls, he says, the city's
total valuation will be well in excess of
pre-flood values.
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Angus-Oslo Site #4 Floodwater impoundment vicinity map

Brandt Township impoundment
to control 3.6 inches of runoff

The contract has been awarded for con-
struction of the $1.4 million Angus-Oslo 4
Impoundment in sections 3 and 10 of
Brandt Township.

A project of the Middie River-Snake
River Watershed District, it 1s designed to
hetter control run-off from a 23-square-
mife area 10 Pollk. Pennington and Marshall
counties. The project will cover 1,020
ACTES,

"It wili have the ability to hold the equiv-
alent of 3.6 inches of run-off. Thal's the
amount that we had in the spring of 1997
following the ice storm. Anything above
that amount would be metered out aufo-
matically,” says Ron Adrian, managing
engineer lor the watershed. "That first 3.6
inches would be metered out really slow.”

The impoundment’s outlet will be into
Judicial Ditch 25-2 which empties into

Polk County Ditch 43. "Il doesn't change
where that water is going now. It just holds
it and distributes it out over time," Adrian
says.

Drews Construction, Frazee, will do the
work which is to be completed over 180
working days, The Red River Water
Management Board will pay for 85 percent
of the project with the remaining 15 per-
cent provided from the local preject funds
of the Middle River-Snake River
Watershed District.

"This project, I think, iflustrates what is
going to have to be done on a fairly large
scale to coentrol flooding,” Adrian says.
"Projects like this one would probably
have o take about four percent of the
drainage area to do a good iob of conlrel-
ling the 100-year flood.

Ash utilization

road project now
slated for 2000

A test project that would utilize ash in
the construction of hard-surface roadbeds
in Poik County is now likely to occur in
2000,

The effort, which is being planned with
staie highway and environment officials,
was proposed several years ago. Final
approvals for such concerns as design,
environmental monitoring, base line sam-
pling, and performance evaluation are
expected later in 1999,

Polk County’s interests have been coor-
dinated by the Solid Waste Resource
Recovery Plant at Fosston and the County
Highway Department.

Tentative approval has been given Lo a
mix that would include 40 percent “old
ash” and 20 percent “new ash” as a per-
cent of (olal aggregate, The cld and new
ash references are to ash collected prior o
the installation of the up-front separation
unit at the incinerator in 1996 and that
generated after it was put into use. The
ash samples were tested by the Minnesota
Department of Transportation office in
Bemidji. These tests produced an accept-
able asphalt mix design for use in a con-
struction project.

The ash created by incineration of solid
waste is currently being landfilled in the
county's facility near Gentilly. The incin-
erator, which is owned by Polk County
and became operational in August 1988,
serves five area counties — Beitrami,
Clearwater, Mahnomen, Norman and
Polk. A site for the test area has not yet
been determined and will likely be select-
ed [rom among county road work projects
scheduled in 2000.

Control of ‘out of home placement’ costs sought

As we enter the second half of the year,
out-of-home placements continue to take
center stage in budget concerns for Polk
County Social Services., All indications
are (hat intensive efforts need to be direct-
ed toward this critical area of service
delivery for our resident families.

Projections of cost for this year currently
are at the $2 million level.

Polk County Social Services is working
on scveral strategies to address the high
cost ol oul-of-home placements:

o Backed by increased revenue from

reimbursements received from the federal
government for work specifically done
with children that are on medical assis-
tance, the agency — with county board
support — has strengthened the social ser-
vice staff and has distributed some of the
staff on a permanent basis into the East
Grand Forks and Fosston offices. This will
better facilitate the provision df services to
citizens throughout the county.

= The agency is actively pursuing poten-
tial grant funds from government and pri-
vate foundations in order {0 implement a
newly proposed, intensive, early interven-

6

tion program. The program would place a
team of para-professional social service
staff into our local communities to provide
the kind of assistance to families that is
clearly needed.

This process guarantees to increase our
front-end efforts with families and children
throughout the county, while showing
great potential for reducing the ulilization
of the more intense, usually more expen-
sive, purchased services the county has to
call upon now in working with families in
crisis. — Bill Greer, administrative
assistant, Polk County Social Services



Lake-pum

The high water problems that have
plagued Union Lake and Lake Sarah in
recent years will begin to be alleviated
siarting this fall, if the plan to pump
waler into the Sandhill River system gets
off the ground as scheduled.

The plan calls for the installation of a
connection that will ailow water in Lake
Sarah to flow into Union Lake from
where it will be pumped into natural
drainage that empties into the river,
Neither lake currently has an outlet.

Bids to provide that work have been
opened and are under review. A contactor
is to be named about Sept. 21 after hear~
ings on the project have been held.

"We'd, of course, like work to start as
soon as possible. That would result in
reduced lake levels yet this fall," says
Dale Knotek, chair of the Union Lake
Sarah Improvement Association that was

et

organized to address the high-water prob-

lem.

Once a contractor is selected, the instal-
lation of the pipe connecting the two
lakes and construction of the pumping
tacility at the southwest part of Union
Lake are expected to require from 30 to
6(} days.

Property owners on the two lakes have
battled high water for several years.
Union Lake was some five feet over the
normal high-water mark on July 1. Lake
Sarah is similarly high.

“The levels come up with every rain,
then drop a little and come up again with
the next rain. The ground is just so satu-
rated now that it can't take any more
water and it all runs into the lakes,” says
Rolland Gagner, a Lake Sarah resident
who served as the organizing officer for
the association and now is chair of its

outlet commitiee.

Knotek notes that evaporation has little
effect on lake levels. "There are a lot of
cabins and homes that are sandbagged
and have been for some time," he says.
"And some pumps are running ali the
time, We're all really anxious to get that
big pump into operation.”

The connection between the two lakes
will be installed under County Road 237
and will have controls that prevent the
migration of fish. The pumping facility in
the far southwest area of Union will con-
sist of a vertical inlet structure, the pump
and a 24-inch pipe that will carry water
over high ground in the immediate area
to the Sandhill drainage system. The
Sandhill Watershed District will decide
when the pump can be operated and
when it can't.

Flood recovery:

Many rural Polk County homeowners
have either reached, or are able to see ‘the
light al the end of the tunnel” as it relates to
recovering from the impacts of the 1997
Mlood. For many, repairing the flood-dam-
aged home is now complete, or is sched-
uled o be completed this summer.

For those mterested and eligible home-
owners who participated in the County’s
Voluntary Acquisition Program, their
homes have either been bought-out or are
in the firal stage of the acquisition process,
The deadling for participating in the
Voluniary Acquisition Program was March
31, 1999,

Polk County purchased 20 of the 25 iden-
tified rural homes located in the 100-year
floodplain that sustained structural dam-
aged in excess of 50 percent of its pre-
flood value. The other idenfified home-
owners chose to either bring their homes
into compliance with the floodplain ordi-
nance in order to repair the home, or chose
not 1o repair the home at all but retain own-
ership of the property withont develop-
ment restrictions being placed on it.

Many of the acquired homes have been
cleaned out by Polk County. Appliances,
tires, municipal solid waste, fluorescent
bulbs and household hazardous wastes
have been removed to prepare for the
demolition of these structures, Demolition
18 scheduled to be completed earty this falt.

Of the 20 homes acquired, 13 of the

structures were reputchased by the original
homeowner and moved to another loca-
tion, Of these 12 repurchased structures, 5
were homes which were moved to alter-
nate locations within the region, Many of
the structures repurchased by the original
owner were then sold by the original
owner to third parties to move and reno-
vate.

Polk County’s Voluntary Acquisition
Program has spent in excess of $909,000
acquiring these flood-damaged properties
from interested and eligible homeowners.
An additional $117,055 has been spent on
lot incentive and other similar programs
which are used to aid homeowners in
recovering from the effects of the 1997 dis-
aster,

A second acquisition project has been
proposed, and the application submitted, to
the Department of  Emergency
Management fo determine cost-effective-
ness and feasibility. This project, if
approved and funded, would remove
homes located in the Thiei Subdivision
north of East Grand Forks.

Many of the homes in this subdivision
were heavily damaged i 1997, however
only four sustained damage in excess of 50
percent and were eligible for the Voluntary
Acquisition Program at the time, At this
time, the county does not know if that pro-
gram will be approved and funded.

The Voluntary Acquisition Program is
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uy-outs complete; demolition slated

funded through the Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program, with 75 percent of the
funds coming through the Department of
Emergency Management from the
Minnesota Recovers Task Force, 12.5 per-
cent from DNR and 12,5 percent from the
Dept. of Trade & Economic Development.
The Demolition of these acquired homes is
funded 100 percent by FEMA. — Jon
Steiner, Polk Coumnty director of envi-
ronmental services

‘Interim” dropped from
Klinkhammer’s title

The "interim” has been dropped from
Nancy Klinkhamimer's title as county plan-
ning and zoning coordinator,

Klinkhammer, who joined the Polk
County Environmental Services Depart-
ment in April 1997, became interim direc-
tor of the planning and zoning division
shortly after. The appointment was made
permanent by action of the County Board
this spring,

A native of Valley City, ND,
Klinkhammer earned bachelors degrees in
secondary education-biology and occupa-
tional safety/environmental services at the
University of North Dakota, She had
worked for the U.5. Occupational Safety
and Health Agency (OSHA) in Bismarck
before coming to Polk County.




Don Diedrich, chair

Donald Diedrich — A Warren area farmer,
he has served on commission as an
appeintee from the 3rd Commissioner District
since 1986. He's chairman of the commission
and is also a member of the Board of
Adjustment.

Helmer Homime — A retired Winger area
fammer, he has served on the commission
since 1986. Helmer. who is the vice chair, rep-
resents the 4th Commissioner District. He’s a
member of the Board of Adjustment.

Barb Hangsieben — A wral East Grand
Forks resident who works in real estate, she
was appointed to the commission in 1982,
She represents the 5lh Commissioner
District, is a member of the Board of
Adjustment, and serves on the Minnesota
State Planning Board,

Clayton Engelstad — A semi-retired
farmer, he has represenied the ist
Commissioner District since 1981, He is also
a member of the Board of Adjustment.

Chuck Lariviere

Helmer Homme, v. chair

ﬁolland Gagner

Barbr Reitmeier - A farm wife, Barb repre-
senis the 2nd Commissionear District. She has
been a member of the commission since
1994.

Chuck Lariviere — The owner-operator of
Red River Cabinets, Crookston, he has repre-
sented the townships of the county since
1995,

Rolland Gagner — A relired contractor,
Rolland represents the Union Lake and Lake
Sarah Improvement District. He was appoint-
ed tc the comimission in 1987,

Doug Thorson — Doug is retired from
Control Data in Minneapolis. He was selected
to represent the Maple Lake improvement
District in 1997.

James Gander — A refired businessman
and former 22-year member of the East
Grand Forks Gity Council, Jim is the
appointee of East Grand Forks Mayor Lynn
Stauss, He doubles as a member of the
Board of Adiustment. Jim was appointed in
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As
Crookston, Don is automatically a member of
the commission, When unable to attend meet-
ings, he is represented by Ray Ecklund, city
administrator.

mayor  of

Notes — The five-member Board of
Adjustment decides "variance” issues in addi-
tion to normal zoning matiers. These issues
deal with requesis to deviate from the coun-
ty's zoning rules.

The chair of the Polk County Board is also
automaticaily a member of the commission.

Meetings of the Planning Advisory
Commission and the Board of Adjustment are
held monihly on the fourth Friday of the
month.

The f{indings of the Planning Advisory
Commission and the Beard of Adjusiment are
forwarded as recommendations to the County
Board, which must make finai decisions.

Don Osborne

6 surfacing jobs

The following roads are under construc-
tion this summer with work likely 1o con-
tinue until fall, according to Highway
Eugineer Roger Diesca:

CSAH 6 — Bituminpus surfacing from
TH 92 (1 mile west of Traiih to the north
county line.

CSAH 21 — Grading and bituminous
surfacing trom TH 75 (3 miles north of
Euclid) to the east county line.

in summer highway work plan

CSAH 24 — Grading from CSAH 1 (6
miles east of Fosston) to CSAH 27,

CSAH 27 - Bituminous surfacing from
CSAH 6 at Fosston to CSAH 24,

CSAH 44 — Bituminous surfacing from
south county line to CSAH 1 (4 miles wesl
of Fertile),

CSAH 71 — Biluminous surfacing from
TH 75 north of Crookston to CSAH 11,

CSAH 74 — Bituminous surfacing from
CSAH 2 at Gully to east county line.

The public is asked to aveid these con-
struction project areas by utilizing alfer-
nate routes of travel, if possible, according
to Diesen. The traveling public's coopera-
tion during this construction will be appre-
ciated. Anyone desiring further informa-
tion should contact the Polk Counly
Highway Depariment, 281-3952,



