
June 21, 2016 Page 1 
 

JUNE 21, 2016 

BOARD MINUTES 

 

Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

session at 3:00 o’clock p.m., June 21, 2016 in the Commissioners Room, Government Center, 

Crookston, MN.  Members present:  Commissioner Craig Buness, Commissioner Warren 

Strandell, Commissioner Nick Nicholas, Commissioner Don Diedrich, and Commissioner Joan 

Lee. Others present: Michelle Cote, Deputy Clerk of the Board.  Charles S. Whiting, County 

Administrator Clerk of the Board was absent.  

 

REVISED AGENDA 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nicholas seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the June 21, 2016 revised agenda adding 

Barb Erdman, Sheriff; adding No. 5 under Richard Sanders, Highway and adding additional 

items under Mark Dietz, Facilities. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Consent Agenda: 

1. Approve Commissioner Warrants:  General Revenue Fund, $188,993.81; Public Works 

Fund, $210,758.44; Public Safety Fund, $37,477.19; Public Health Fund, $27,600.07; 

Forfeited Tax Sale Fund, $114.08; CAP Grant, $27,442.18; Special Assessments (Ditch) 

Fund, $650.00; Environmental Services Fund, $30,198.45; Resource Recovery Fund, 

$96,902.76; Landfill Fund, $25,461.80; Per Diems, $1,575.00; Meal Reimbursements 

(w/o overnight lodging) $78.64 and Sign Audit List. 

2. Approve payment to Riverland Association for 2016 Riverland Association Membership 

Dues in the amount of $280.00. 

3. Approve payment to ACOM Solutions for ACOM Software/Renewal and Upgrade in 

the amount of $ 2,694.00 for the Finance Department. 

 

COUNTY BOARD MEMBER ISSUE FORUM 

1. Commissioner Buness brought forth that he attended the Solid Waste Meeting.  He 

also attended the AMC district meeting.  In addition he attended the MRCC meeting 

where a unanimous vote took place to remain a part of AMC.  He also attended 

LARL finance and full board meetings where it was brought forth that LARL is the 

recipient of an additional $40,000 Bremer Grant.  He also attended an AAA Dancing 

Sky meeting and a Norman Mahnomen Polk Public Health meeting.  

2. Commissioner Strandell brought forth discussion regarding an East Grand Forks City 

work session where DOT proposed the closing of the intersection of Business 

Highway 2 and Highway 2.   He also brought forth that he attended an MPO meeting 

where a delayed bid opening for the Kennedy Bridge was the discussion.  He also 

attended a Tri-County Corrections meeting where the phone system was the focus.  

3. Commissioner Nicholas brought forth that he attended an AMC district meeting 

where 2017 dues were the focus.  He also attended the Tri-County Corrections 

meeting where he brought forth census and per diem information. Also attended was 

the RSVP Board meeting where staffing was the focus due to a resignation.  
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4. Commissioner Diedrich brought forth that he attended a Tri-Valley Community 

Council meeting.  In addition he attended a MCIT meeting where a dividend 

declaration was the focus.   

5. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she attended a Solid Waste meeting in addition 

she attended an Executive meeting for Inter County Community Council where the 

focus was a feasibility study regarding the purchase of space for their needs. In 

addition she attended a Red Lake River Corridor meeting.  She also brought forth that 

she had received a phone call regarding a concern with Leafy Spurge that is along 

County Road 35 ditch.  

 

SHERIFF 

Barb Erdman, Polk County Sheriff came before the Board with matters pertaining to her 

department: 

1. *COPS Grant Proposal 

Information was brought forth regarding the submission of the COPS grants proposal 

for 2 Patrol Deputy positions. 

 

PROPERTY RECORDS 

 Michelle Cote, Property Records Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to her department: 

1. Two Temporary Part-Time Employee(s) 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to authorize the Property Records 

Director to fill two temporary part-time projected oriented scan clerks for the 

Taxpayer Service Center to be funded from the Recorder’s Technology Fund. 

  

SOCIAL SERVICES 

 Kent Johnson, Social Services Director came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

his department: 

1. Re-Appointment of Cathy Gutterud to the Polk County Social Services Board 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Lee  and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to re-appointment Cathy Gutterud to the 

Polk County Social Services Board for a two year term beginning July 7, 2016 and 

ending July 4, 2018. 

 

 ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

 Rob Wagner, Assessment Services Director came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department: 

1. Review Homestead Abatement Request 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nicholas seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the below list of homestead 

abatements: 

 

 

 

 

 



June 21, 2016 Page 3 
 

 

 

 

Name/Address 

 

 

Parcel #/Legal 

Description 

 

Amount of 

Tax 

Reduction 

 

 

 

Reason 

    

    

WILLARD WAYNE & SHARON 

ANN BENSON 

14657 US HWY 2 SE 

MENTOR MN 56736  

 

32.00103.00 

Sec 21 Twp 149 Rg 43 

NE4 SW of Hwy (Ex Hwy 

#2) & N2 NW4 & SE4 

NW4 (Ex 12 A & Hwy 

R/W) 

Grove Park Twp 

$1052 

 

 

Homestead Application 

Reduction for Taxes  

Payable 2016 

HARLAN G & JANICE D 

MOSHER 

19743 430TH ST SW 

BELTRAMI MN 56517  

 

58.00090.02 

Sec 24 Twp 147 Rg 46 

Pt SW4 NW4 beg 495’ N 

& 528’ E of SW cor; E 

792’ to E line, N 825’ to 

NE cor, W 792’, S 825’ to 

POB 

Reis Twp 

$152  

Homestead Application 

Reduction for Taxes  

Payable 2016 

DEAN ABRAHAMSON 

311 4TH AVE S 

CROOKSTON MN 56716  

 

82.02325.00 

Carmen Tste 

Lot 3 & 4 

Blk 28 

Crookston City 

$610 

 

Homestead Application 

Reduction for Taxes  

Payable 2016 

JOHN & KRISTY FITZGERALD 

1201 WALSH ST 

CROOKSTON MN 56716 

82.03481.00 

Eickhof Subd 

Lot 12 Blk 4 

Crookston City 

$180 Homestead Application 

Reduction for Taxes  

Payable 2016 

JOHN & KRISTY FITZGERALD 

1201 WALSH ST 

CROOKSTON MN 56716 

82.03482.00 

Eickhof Subd 

Lot 13 Blk 4 

Crookston City 

$0 Homestead Application 

Reduction for Taxes  

Payable 2016 

DAVID T & DONNA R 

MARSHALL 

332 MAIN ST S 

GULLY MN 56646 

88.00083.00 

OT of Gully City 

Lot 5 & 6 Blk 11 

City of Gully 

$198 Homestead Application 

Reduction for Taxes  

Payable 2016 

 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 Gerald Amiot, Historical Society President along with Historical Society Board members 

came before the Board with matters pertaining to the Historical Society: 

1. Annual Report 

The Historical Society Annual Report was presented and discussed with the Board. 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 Richard Sanders, Polk County Highway Engineer came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department: 

1. Maple Lake Park Steps 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nicholas seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the quote to D & B Construction & 

Landscaping, Mentor, MN in the amount of $14,200.90 to construct steps from the 

campground down to the docks for safety reasons. 
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2. BNSF Property Along ART Trail 

There are three parcels of property owned by Burlington Northern Railroad Company 

along the ART Trail between Crookston and Fertile, MN.  Purchasing these three 

parcels will benefit the Trail and its uses.  Grant funds from the MN DNR will cover 

65% of the purchase.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 

Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to purchase the 

parcels as described in the BNSF Railway Company Real Estate Purchase and Sale 

Agreement in the amount of $32,000.00 and $2,000.00 for administration in two 

separate checks. 

3. CSAH 64 from City Limits to ½ Mile North 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve Stabilizing CSAH 64 by 

purchasing Lime Spalls from RJ Zavoral & Sons, Inc., at a price of $9 per cy. Total 

cost to be approximately $21,000.00. 

4. Out of State Travel 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Nicholas 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve Richard Sanders, Highway 

Engineer to attend the National LTAP Conference in Madison, WI with expenses 

being paid by MNDOT July 17-20, 2016. A motion was made by Commissioner 

Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Nicholas and adopted by unanimous vote of the 

Board to approve Richard Sanders, Highway Engineer to attend the NACE Fall Board 

meeting in Denver, CO on September 6-9, 2016 with registration expenses being paid 

by Polk County and travel expenses paid by NACE. 

5. **Resolution (2016-35) MNDOT Agreement 1002278 – Amendment 1 

MNDOT Agreement 1002278 – Amendment 1 

RESOLUTION (2016-35) 

 

The following resolution (2016-35) was offered by Commissioner Diedrich: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, That pursuant to Minnesota Statute Section 161.36, the 

Commissioner of Transportation be appointed as Agent of the County of Polk to 

accept as its agent, federal aid funds which may be made available for eligible 

transportation related projects. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Chairman and the Clerk of the Board are 

hereby authorized and directed for and on behalf of Polk County to execute and enter 

into an agreement with the Commissioner of Transportation prescribing the terms and 

conditions of said federal aid participation as set forth and contained in “Minnesota 

Department of Transportation Agency Agreement No. 1002278 – Amendment 1, a 

copy of which said agreement was before the Polk County Board and which is made a 

part hereof by reference. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Chairman of the Board and the 

Clerk of the Board are hereby authorized to sign on behalf of Polk County. 

  



June 21, 2016 Page 5 
 

Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS:   Lee, Diedrich, Buness, Strandell and Nicholas. 

NAYS: None.  

 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

 Sarah Reese, Public Health Director came before the Board with matters pertaining to her 

department: 

1. .8 FTE Advertisement and Replacement 

Due to the recent resignation of the Wellness Coordinator position a motion was 

made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Nicholas to advertise and 

replace the .8 FTE Wellness Coordinator position within the Public Health 

Department with the latitude to fill the position with a Registered Nurse, Registered 

Dietician or Wellness Coordinator.   

2. Out of State Travel 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Nicholas 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve out of state travel for Melissa 

Perreault, Public Health to participate in the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of 

America Mid-Year (July 17-21, 2016) in Las Vegas, Nevada and the Higher 

Education Center for Alcohol and Drug Misuse, Prevention and Recovery, National 

Meeting (August 2-4, 2016) in Columbus, Ohio.  All expenses paid through the DHS 

funding source. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING 

 Josh Holte, Assistant Environmental Services Administrator came before the Board with 

matters pertaining to Planning and Zoning: 

1. Award Septic Loan – Ashley Goldsmith 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award a Low Income Septic Fix-up 

Funding to Ashley Lynn Goldsmith to upgrade her failing septic system and to award 

the bid to Hedlund Backhoe, who was the low bidder ($9,000.00) and will be 

installing the septic system. 

2. Award Septic Loan – Lee & Dianne Narum 

A motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Nicholas and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award a Low Income Septic Fix-Up 

Funding to Lee M. and Dianne Lynn Narum to upgrade their failing septic system and 

to award the bid to Ryan’s Backhoe Service, who was the low bidder ($6,867.15) and 

will be installing the septic system. 

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 

 Greg Widseth, Polk County Attorney came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

his department: 

1. Resolution (2016-34)  Minnesota Data Court Services Program 

 

Minnesota Data Court Services Program 

RESOLUTION (2016-34) 

 

The following resolution (2016-34) was offered by Commissioner Strandell: 



June 21, 2016 Page 6 
 

 

WHEREAS, The County of Polk desires to improve efficiencies through participating 

in a more efficient court process with the Minnesota Judicial Branch; and 

 

WHEREAS, As the Minnesota Judicial Branch moves towards a more efficient court 

process, the eCourtMN initiative is committed to ensuring that non-court 

governmental agencies have appropriate access to court records and documents; and; 

 

WHEREAS, Polk County desires to subscribe to the Minnesota Court Data Services 

Program. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of 

Commissioners approves and authorizes Greg Widseth, Polk County Attorney to sign 

the Master Subscriber Agreement for Minnesota Court Data Services for 

Governmental Agencies. 

 

Commissioner Nicholas seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared 

adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Buness, Strandell, and 

Nicholas.  NAYS: None. 

 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

Mark Dietz, Facilities Management Director along with Scott Sosalla, Architectural 

Resources came before the Board with matters pertaining to the Facilities Management 

Department: 

1. Stenberg Building - Fosston 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the quote for the construction of 

the Sheriff’s Department space on the main floor of the Stenberg Building from 

Quam Construction, LLC, Fosston not to exceed the amount of $98,500.00 

2. Justice Center Ccure Project ** Item moved to next meeting 06/28/2016 

3. Public Health Canopy 
Information was brought forth regarding quotes for the proposed design for the Public 

Health Canopy at the Justice Center.  Staff was directed to find additional options 

with less cost.  

4. ***Government Center Heating Controls 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nicholas seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the plan presented to the 

Board and to go forward with the bidding phase for the Government Center heating 

Controls. 

5. ****New Polk County Server Room 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the plan presented to the 

Board and to go forward with the bidding phase for the new Polk County server 

room. 

6. Justice Center Sun Control ** Item moved to next meeting 06/28/2016 
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7. Justice Center UPS 
A motion was made by Commissioner Nicholas seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the quote from EATON 

Corporation, Rapid City, SD in the amount of $11,861.30 to replace the batteries in 

the Justice Center UPS system. 

8. Vacant Custodian I Position 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nicholas seconded by Commissioner Diedrich 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve advertising and filling the 

recently vacated Custodian I position. 

 

 COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 
  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board that the following Commissioner Warrants were 

approved: 
Vendor Name          Amount 

3 D Specialties   3,862.13 

Beltrami Industrial Services   40,054.13 

Bergstrom Electric Inc   20,600.68 

Border States Electric Supply   3,214.87 

Braun Intertec Corp   12,412.50 

City of McIntosh   2,449.43 

Climate Makers   5,919.13 

Code 4 Services LLC   7,316.96 

Computerized Fleet Analysis   2,095.00 

Contech Engineered Solutions   18,429.50 

Crookston Daily Times   2,032.69 

Crookston Fuel Company   2,784.25 

Crop Production Services Inc   3,804.05 

CSP Delivery Inc   2,506.00 

Eaton Corporation   10,002.30 

Election Systems & Software Inc   19,439.70 

Goschke Paint & Sandblast Inc   2,851.95 

HN Quality Plumbing Inc   2,849.53 

Jsb Engineered Solutions   14,049.00 

KEEPRS Inc   2,798.53 

Kris Engineering   3,106.96 

Lepier Oil Company Inc   4,404.58 

Liberty Tire - Mn   3,222.50 

Ltp Enterprises Inc   3,285.00 

Maintenance Engineering Ltd   4,595.94 

Mesabi Glass, Window & Door   9,985.00 

Minn Dak Asphalt Inc   4,836.45 

Mn Counties Insurance Trust   3,196.00 

Morris Electronics Inc   27,414.49 

Napa Crookston Welding   7,156.54 

Natronx Technologies Llc   16,467.78 

North Country Business Prod   2,482.58 

Northern Lumber   2,212.72 

Northside Express   4,617.24 
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Polk County Environmental Services   3,722.46 

Polk County Highway Department   14,467.41 

Proulx Refrigeration   3,682.64 

RDO Truck Centers   4,969.65 

Reedsburg Hardware   5,809.10 

Rupp Anderson Squires   2,818.60 

SHI International Corp   4,750.00 

Spray Advantage Inc   2,298.34 

Team Laboratory Chemical Corp   31,925.00 

TheraCom LLC   4,536.54 

Urt Llc   9,400.65 

US Bank Voyager Fleet Sys   3,091.39 

Valley Electric Of Crookston LLC   10,652.49 

Vogel Paint & Wax Co Inc   65,940.00 

Wenck Associates Inc   18,690.74 

Wenck Associates Inc   27,442.18 

Widseth Smith Nolting & Assoc   12,483.42 

Ziegler Inc   2,593.54 

Ziegler Inc   3,029.04 

308    Payments less 
than 

2000    112,954.62 

       Final Total:     621,713.92 

 
Vendor Name          Amount 

3 D Specialties   3,862.13 

Beltrami Industrial Services   40,054.13 

Bergstrom Electric Inc   20,600.68 

Border States Electric Supply   3,214.87 

Braun Intertec Corp   12,412.50 

City of McIntosh   2,449.43 

Climate Makers   5,919.13 

Code 4 Services LLC   7,316.96 

Computerized Fleet Analysis   2,095.00 

Contech Engineered Solutions   18,429.50 

Crookston Daily Times   2,032.69 

Crookston Fuel Company   2,784.25 

Crop Production Services Inc   3,804.05 

CSP Delivery Inc   2,506.00 

Eaton Corporation   10,002.30 

Election Systems & Software Inc   19,439.70 

Goschke Paint & Sandblast Inc   2,851.95 

HN Quality Plumbing Inc   2,849.53 

Jsb Engineered Solutions   14,049.00 

KEEPRS Inc   2,798.53 

Kris Engineering   3,106.96 

Lepier Oil Company Inc   4,404.58 

Liberty Tire - Mn   3,222.50 

Ltp Enterprises Inc   3,285.00 

Maintenance Engineering Ltd   4,595.94 

Mesabi Glass, Window & Door   9,985.00 

Minn Dak Asphalt Inc   4,836.45 
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Mn Counties Insurance Trust   3,196.00 

Morris Electronics Inc   27,414.49 

Napa Crookston Welding   7,156.54 

Natronx Technologies Llc   16,467.78 

North Country Business Prod   2,482.58 

Northern Lumber   2,212.72 

Northside Express   4,617.24 

Polk County Environmental Services   3,722.46 

Polk County Highway Department   14,467.41 

Proulx Refrigeration   3,682.64 

RDO Truck Centers   4,969.65 

Reedsburg Hardware   5,809.10 

Rupp Anderson Squires   2,818.60 

SHI International Corp   4,750.00 

Spray Advantage Inc   2,298.34 

Team Laboratory Chemical Corp   31,925.00 

TheraCom LLC   4,536.54 

Urt Llc   9,400.65 

US Bank Voyager Fleet Sys   3,091.39 

Valley Electric Of Crookston LLC   10,652.49 

Vogel Paint & Wax Co Inc   65,940.00 

Wenck Associates Inc   18,690.74 

Wenck Associates Inc   27,442.18 

Widseth Smith Nolting & Assoc   12,483.42 

Ziegler Inc   2,593.54 

Ziegler Inc   3,029.04 

308    Payments less 
than 

2000     112,954.62 

       Final Total:     621,713.92 

 

 With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 6:00 p.m., for the Board of 

Equalization meeting at the Polk County Government Center. The regular scheduled Board 

meeting will reconvene at 8:00 o’clock a.m., June 28, 2016. 

 

 

 

       _________________________________ 

       Craig Buness, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator 

Clerk of the Board 


