
Pursuant to motion of adjournment, the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 o’clock a.m., January 27, 2009 in the Commissioner’s Room, Polk County Government Center, Crookston, MN.  Members present: Commissioner Don Diedrich, Commissioner Craig Buness, Commissioner Warren Strandell, Commissioner William Montague, Commissioner Warren Affeldt and John P. Schmalenberg, County Coordinator/Clerk of the Board. Others Present:  Gerald J. Amiot, County Auditor-Treasurer, Judith H. Luettjohann, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell, seconded by Commissioner Montague and adopted by unanimous vote of the board to approve the agenda and consent agenda for January 27, 2009: 

1. Approve payment to Cole Papers, Inc., Fargo, ND in the amounts of:  $66.02, $184.04.

2. Approve payment to American Solutions for Business, Glenwood, MN for TNT items in the amount of $4,411.91.

3. Approve payment to Cardmember Service, St. Louis, MO for various county charges in the amount of $2,247.15.
4. Approve payment to Integra Realty Resources, Minneapolis, MN for appraisal consulting services for the Assessor’s Office in the amount of $7,287.50.
Mark Habedank, representing the Citizens for Farmland Preservation came before the Board to discuss the proposed ordinance known as the Watershed Management District being created by the Wild Rice Watershed District.

Jon Steiner, Environmental Services Officer came before the Board to discuss matters pertaining to Planning and Zoning.  A motion was made by Commissioner Montague, seconded by Commissioner Affeldt and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to give final approval on the Plat for Maple Pointe Estates.  A motion was made by Commissioner Montague, seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Preliminary Plat for the Sunset Acres Subdivision with special conditions regarding road development.

Gerald Amiot, County Auditor-Treasurer; Vickie Hughes, Chief Deputy County Auditor-Treasurer; Richard Sanders, County Highway/Ditch Engineer and Jody Beauchane, County Ditch Inspector came before the Board to discuss Ditch Assessments for 2009.  A motion was made by Commissioner Affeldt, seconded by Commissioner Montague and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Payable 2009 Ditch Assessments (see list on file in the office of the County Auditor-Treasurer).  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell, seconded by Commissioner Montague and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to set a Hearing to act on the request from the Board of Managers of the Red Lake Watershed District for the transfer of County Ditch No. 53 to the District on April 2, 2009 at 10:30 a.m., in the Youngquist Auditorium at the University of Minnesota, Crookston.  A motion was made by Commissioner Montague, seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to set a Hearing to act on the petition to transfer County Ditch No. 77 and County Ditch No. 166 to the Sand Hill River Watershed District on April 2, 2009 at 11:30 a.m., in the Youngquist Auditorium at the University of Minnesota, Crookston.
Gerald Amiot, County Auditor-Treasurer came before the Board to discuss matters pertaining to his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Montague, seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the 2008 Forfeited Tax Settlement.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell, seconded by Commissioner Montague and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the 2009 State of Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources Drainage Records Modernization Local Water Resources Protection and Management Program Agreement and authorize the Chairman of the Board to sign said agreement. 


The following resolution (2009-1-11) was offered by Commissioner Affeldt:


BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County that the bid of the Fertile Journal be and the same is hereby accepted for the second publication of 2008 Financial Statement of Polk County to be published in 2009.


Commissioner Buness seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Montague, Affeldt. NAYS:  None.


Richard Sanders, County Highway/Ditch Engineer came before the Board with matters pertaining to his department.  A motion was made by Commissioner Buness, seconded by Commissioner Montague and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board that the Certificate of Performance for the Fertile Shop Construction in the name of Timberlake Builders, Inc., in the amount of $107,225.00 be and therefore is approved for payment.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell, seconded by Commissioner Montague and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the bid of Ziegler Inc., for a used motor grader with trade-in in the amount of $20,696.15 (low bid).  A motion was made by Commissioner Affeldt, seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the purchase of two trucks with one trade-in from State Contract Twin Cities Mack & Volvo in the amount of $178,920.42.  A motion was made by Commissioner Montague, seconded by Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to adopt a policy for the Polk County Highway Department for Electronic/Digital signature, in regards to electronic time cards as stated:  In accordance with the Polk County and State of Minnesota accounting and auditing requirements, payroll methods to ensure accurate and reliable records must consist of a two step process.  The first step is employee verification and recording of his/her own time.  This verification shall identify hours worked and/or approved time off for the period.  Secondly, a supervisor reviews and approves the employee’s recorded time.  Any changes or adjustments that need to be made after the employee’s verification requires approval of their supervisor or other approved department payroll personnel. The employee’s verification and supervisor’s approval shall be by digital signature which is secured by the employee and supervisor specific username and password utilized by the electronic time card program.  A motion was made by Commissioner Montague, seconded by Commissioner Buness and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the quote of Ampride, Crookston for a fuel contract for the next nine months.

The following resolution (2009-1-12) was offered by Commissioner Affeldt:


IT IS RESOLVED That Polk County enter into MN/DOT Agreement 93898 with the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation for the following purposes:
To provide for payment by the State to the County for the use of County State Aid Highway No. 2 as a detour route during the grading and Bridge No. 15007 replacement construction and other associated construction to be performed upon, along and adjacent to Trunk Highway No. 1 from 0.2 miles west of Bridge No. 5581 to 0.3 miles east of Bridge No. 5581 under State Project No. 1501-12 (T.H. 1=136).

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Chairman of the Board and the County Coordinator are authorized to execute the Agreement and any amendments to the Agreement.


Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Montague, Affeldt.  NAYS:  None.

John Schmalenberg, County Coordinator came before the Board to discuss matters pertaining to his department.  

The following resolution (2009-1-13) was offered by Commissioner Strandell:

WHEREAS, Under the provisions of M.S. Section 86B.105 the Sheriff of each county is required to carry out the provision of Chapter 86B and the Boat and Water Safety Rules promulgated by the Commissioner of Natural Resources, including patrol, enforcement, search and rescue, watercraft inspection, waterway marking and accident investigation, all included as the Sheriff’s duties.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County that Polk County submits a budget to the Commissioner of Natural Resources to carry out the duties of Boat and Water Safety.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County that the County Sheriff, the Chairman of the County Board and the County Coordinator be and they hereby are authorized to sign said agreement and to submit said agreement on behalf of Polk County.


Commissioner Buness seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Montague, Affeldt. NAYS:  None.

The following resolution (2009-1-14) was offered by Commissioner Affeldt:

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota established a public/private deputy registrar system to provide citizens convenient locations to conduct title registration services for motor vehicles and DNR recreational vehicles; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota in 1949 established a user service fee on motor vehicle transactions to be retained  by the deputy registrar to defray the cost of providing the local service; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has shifted increased costs and responsibilities onto the deputy registrar such as regular replacement schedules of computers and associated electronic equipment, printing of previously supplied state forms, and expanded auditing tasks with additional risks and potential liability that was previously the responsibility of the State; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota now competes with deputy registrar offices for the retention of some user fees that were traditionally retained primarily by deputy registrars; and,

WHEREAS, collectively the deputy registrar system handles over one billion dollars of state funds for the State of Minnesota annually on a cash basis only with considerable risk whereby dishonored checks are the responsibility of the deputy registrar in the full amount tendered after remitting the bulk of those funds to the State; and,

WHEREAS, the user service fee that should fully support the cost for providing motor vehicle transactions no longer covers the operational costs to maintain most deputy registrar offices.  Public deputy registrars must use property tax levy proceeds to subsidize this service.  Rural areas with lower volumes are in jeopardy of losing service.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Polk County supports the State Legislature authorizing the acceptance of more secure alternative payments at deputy registrar offices; and to achieve a greater retention of existing fees or a user service fee increase in the year 2009 to maintain local title and registration service to the citizens of Minnesota.


Commissioner Buness seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS: Buness, Strandell, Montague, Affeldt. NAYS:  None.


With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 8:30 o’clock a.m. on February 3, 2009.








__________________________








Don Diedrich, Chairman

ATTEST:

___________________________________

John P. Schmalenberg, County Coordinator

Clerk of the Board

1

