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Buffy becomes newest
Polk County deputy
SPRING 2020

It won’t be long now before
Buffy and her handler Deputy
Kyle Olson are out working regular shifts as deputies with the
Polk County Sheriff’s Office.
Buffy, an energetic threeyear-old Belgian MalinoisShepherd, and Olson are currently going through police
dog
training
at
the
McDonough K-9 kennel at
Anoka, Minn.
When the 12 to 14-week
“dual-purpose” training program is completed this spring,
Buffy will be ready to provide
narcotics detection, do tracking, perform area and building
searches, article searches, evidence recovery and criminal
apprehension.
Narcotics detection dogs are
trained to passively detect illegal drugs.

Deputy Olson and Buffy will
usually work a patrol route in
central Polk County but will
always be on-call to respond to
incidents and needs anywhere
else in the county.
“This is something that I
have always wanted to do,”
Olson says of being a K-9 officer. “My wife, Courtney, is all
in with this, too. We also have
another dog, a little miniature
poodle. They get along great.”
Olson, who grew up in
Brooklyn Park, Minn., was
inspired to go into law enforcement by an uncle. He earned
his law enforcement degree at
North Hennepin Community
College in Brooklyn Park
while also working as a community service officer for the
City of Robbinsdale.
See BUFFY, Page 2

ers. Take care of your physical and mental health and
protect others by doing the
following:
• Wash your hands frequently:
Wash your hands often
with soap and water for 20
seconds. If soap and water
are not readily available, use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least
60% alcohol.
• Maintain social distancing:

Maintain at least 6 feet distance between yourself and
the people around you.
• Avoid touching your
face- especially your eyes,
nose and mouth with
unwashed hands.
• Practice respiratory
hygiene:
Make sure you, and the
people around you, follow
good respiratory hygiene.
This means covering your
mouth and nose with your
bent elbow or tissue when
you cough or sneeze. Then
dispose of the used tissue

It truly ‘Takes A Village!’

Deputy Kyle Olson and Buffy

Stay aware of the latest
information on the COVID19 outbreak, available on the
Centers of Disease Control
and Prevention and
Minnesota Department of
Health websites and through
Polk County Public Health,
your local public health
department. COVID-19 is
affecting people across the
world. Most people who
become infected experience
mild illness and recover, but
it can be more severe for oth-
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Polk County Public Health
and area government, healthcare, school and community
partners are aligned for the
well-being of our residents
and communities. At this
time of fast-paced change
and uncertainty, we are
active in coordination of
communication, preparedness, and response activities
for COVID-19.
Basic protective measures against the new coronavirus:

See COVID-19 on Page 2
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COVID-19
Continued from Page 1
immediately and wash your
hands with soap and water.
• Stay home if you have
acute respiratory illness
(including fever, coughing,
muscle aches, sore throat,
and headache) and avoid
close contact with people
who are sick:
Stay home if you feel sick.
Older adults and people who
have severe underlying
chronic medical conditions
like heart or lung disease or
diabetes seem to be at higher
risk for developing more
serious complications from
COVID-19 illness. Please
consult with your health care
provider about additional
steps you may be able to

Buffy

take to protect yourself.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces
frequently:
This includes tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks,
phones, keyboards, toilets,
faucets, and sinks.
• Stay informed:
Stay informed on the latest
developments about COVID19. Follow advice given by
the Minnesota Department of
Health, Polk County Public
Health and our healthcare
systems to protect yourself
and others from COVID-19.
Why are these protective
measures important?
• There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus

Continued from Page 1
After graduation, Olson served as a deputy for
the Williams County Sheriff’s Office at
Williston, N.D., for two years before joining the
Polk County Sheriff’s Office in 2014.
Buffy and Olson spent their first weeks together bonding and getting to know each other.
While in training they spend the workweek with
staff at the McDonough K9 training facility.
Weekends are spent with “family” in Brooklyn
Park. Courtney, and their daughters, Eva, 3, and
Ella, 4 months, are able to visit them there.
Sheriff Jim Tadman was Polk County’s first K9 officer (Nieko 1996-2003). The county has
had two other dogs — with deputies Trent
Stahlecker and Dave Emanuel as the handlers —
in years that followed Nieko. The last of those
dogs retired in 2009.
During a phone conversation with Mark
McDonough about starting up a K9 program in
Polk County Sheriff Tadman and McDonough
realized they both were K9 handlers during the
same years and most likely participated in the
same trainings and K9 certifications throughout
the state.
McDonough started McDonough K-9 fulltime
after 32 years as a law officer during which he
was a canine handler for 22 years. After a very
nice conversation regarding the years both spent
with their K9 partners, Polk County received a
huge gift.
“I called him (McDonough) to ask about starting a canine program again in Polk County and
about getting and training a dog,” Sheriff
Tadman says. “To help us get a program off the
ground, he responded that he would not only
donate a dog to us but would provide the train-

disease (COVID-19).
• The best way to prevent
illness is to avoid being
exposed to this virus.
• The virus is thought to
spread mainly from personto-person.
• Between people who are
in close contact with one
another (within about 6 feet).
• Through respiratory
droplets produced when an
infected person coughs or
sneezes.
• These droplets can land
in the mouths or noses of
people who are nearby or
possibly be inhaled into the
lungs.
— Polk County Public
Health

ing, too. That really threw me for a loop. At the
time, we were just in the first stages of trying to
get a dog in Polk County. That totally unexpected gift was something that we couldn’t turn
down. All that generosity was really something.
That gift got us going a lot sooner than I had
ever thought possible.”
McDonough K-9 has trained more than 200
canine officers for over 50 law enforcement
agencies in the upper Midwest and throughout
the U.S. Those trained police dogs and handlers
have received numerous awards in recognition
of their performance in patrol and detection
work.
All of McDonough K-9’s trainers are current
or retired police officers who have years of law
enforcement canine handler experience. Dogs
are selected from the finest breeders and handlers in the Czech Republic.
Tadman would like to also have a second
canine officer… to have a dog for each of the
department’s two shifts.
Not having to pay for a dog or the training
allows the initial money raised in gifts from
organizations and individuals to be used to provide the support equipment that is needed.
Those needs include a canine insert for the
squad car.
Persons who would like to receive more information about Buffy and the canine program, or
who might want to contribute to the Polk County
K9 Unit, can access the Polk County Sheriff’s
Office Facebook page, or they can call Sheriff
Tadman directly at 218-470-8282.
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CLOSING
NOTICE
Effective Friday,
March 20, 2020 at
noon, Polk County
offices will be closed to
the general public
pending the response
to mitigation efforts
against the COVID-19
virus, until further
notice.
This includes the
DMV/License Center in
Crookston.
County employees
will be working during
this time and may be
able to respond to
phone
and
email
inquiries.
Essential
services
such
as
Sheriff and dispatch
will continue as is.
Visit
www.polk.co.
mn.us for ongoing
information and updates
about
Polk
County services during
this period.
Please practice recommended social distancing, hygiene and
isolation practices to
help yourself, your
neighbors and the Polk
County community to
minimize the COVID19 virus in our area.
Social Distancing:
Continue to practice
social distancing of 6ft
or more and keeping
close interactions brief.
Use phone or webbased platforms as
much as possible.
Avoid groups of 10 or
more.

Local officals oppose recreational use of marijuana
Editor’s Note: The following position
paper opposing the legalization of recreational marijuana was written by Dakota County
Attorney James C. Backstrom and Dakota
County Sheriff Tim Leslie.
Polk County Sheriff James Tadman, Polk
County Attorney Greg Widseth, Polk County
Public Health Director Sarah Reese, the Pine
to Prairie Drug Task Force, Crookston Police
Chief Paul Biermaier, and East Grand Forks
Police Chief Michael Hedlund also oppose
the legalization of recreational marijuana as
do the Minnesota Sheriffs Association, the
Chiefs of Police Association, the Minnesota
Police and Peace Officers Association and the
Minnesota County Attorneys Association.
By James C. Backstrom
and Tim Leslie
Legalizing the recreational use of marijuana would not be good for Minnesota.
Restricting marijuana use to just those ages
21 or older will not keep underage youth safe.
In fact, one in four 12th-graders report that
they would try marijuana, or that their use
would increase if the drug were legalized.
Chemical addiction and illegal drug use are
the largest contributor to crime. The proponents of legalization don’t want to acknowledge that marijuana is an addictive substance.
Unfortunately, most people in America are
unaware of this, but it is a fact that cannot be
ignored.
More potent & Addictive
The marijuana available today is much
more potent (and consequently more addictive) than the marijuana smoked in the 1960s.
Marijuana can directly worsen symptoms
of anxiety, depression, and schizophrenia. A
recent marijuana study has also linked its use
to higher risk of stroke and heart failure.
Gateway drug
Marijuana is a gateway drug for many to
the use of other illegal drugs… methamphetamine, heroin and cocaine. Studies have confirmed that the use of marijuana lowers inhibitions about drug use and exposes users to a
culture that encourages the use of other illegal drugs.
While some initial studies in the scientific

literature concluded that marijuana legalization reduces opioid use, subsequent studies
have exposed flaws in those prior studies
debunking these findings. These more recent
reports in fact show the opposite trend… that
recreational marijuana will increase opioid
abuse.
America’s prisons are NOT filled with lowlevel, nonviolent marijuana users. Pro-marijuana advocates have spread this misinformation, but that is a fallacy.
The actual statistics are:
Less than half of one percent of individuals
in Minnesota prisons are there for a marijuana offense – and 70 percent of those individuals had prior felony convictions.
The reality is that you don’t go to prison for
a marijuana offense unless you are in possession of or dealing large quantities of this controlled substance.
Diversion programs
Many prosecutors regularly refer non-violent drug offenders to drug courts and diversion programs for low-level drugs, allowing
them to obtain dismissals of their criminal
charge if they complete treatment, attend
counseling and stay sober.
These types of common-sense efforts are
designed to keep drug offenders out of jail
and prison and help address their drug addictions, which are destroying their lives and
adversely impacting public safety.
Lowering the criminal penalties for marijuana use is a completely different topic from
legalization of this substance. The Minnesota
Legislature has reduced criminal penalties for
low-level drug offenders, including marijuana
users, four years ago.
Legalization would not reduce the burden
of the criminal justice system, nor would it
curb drug-related violence.
Black market remains
It is a complete fallacy to believe that legalizing marijuana will eliminate black market
sales of this controlled substance by drug
dealers and cartels. Black market activity has
increased, not decreased, in states where
recreational use of marijuana is legal.
Black market sales of marijuana in

County Board Meeting Times
8:00 a.m. on 1st Tuesday of
the month
9:30 a.m. on the 3rd Tuesday
8:00 a.m. on the 4th Tuesday

All meetings are
open to the public

County Commissioners
Dist. 1 — Jerry Jacobson,
vice chair
Dist. 2 — Warren Strandell
Dist. 3 — Gary Willhite, chair
Dist. 4 — Joan K. Lee
Dist. 5 — Don Diedrich
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Colorado have never been higher. Highway
seizures of illegal marijuana in that state have
increased by 39 percent since recreational
marijuana was legalized.
One of the most serious and fastest growing
crime problems in states that have legalized
marijuana use is vehicle crashes.
Crashes went up
Since recreational marijuana was legalized
in Colorado in 2013, marijuana-related traffic
deaths have increased 151 percent — an
increase of 83 traffic deaths every year. And
the number of persons seriously injured in
marijuana-related crashes far exceeds that
number.
In the state of Washington, drivers involved
in fatal car crashes who tested positive for
marijuana doubled in the five-year period
after legalization. One in five drivers involved
in fatal car crashes in 2017 tested positive for
marijuana.
Recent research study shows that frequent
marijuana users are dangerous drivers even
when sober. Legalization of marijuana in
Minnesota will result in more traffic deaths
and injuries than occur from impaired driving
today.
Commercializing marijuana increases public health and public safety costs beyond any
economic tax benefits projected to be gained
from legalization of the substance. The negative social and health costs of marijuana use
far outweigh any anticipated tax revenues
from commercialization.
$4.50 mitigation cost
For every dollar gained in tax revenue from
legalized sales of marijuana in Colorado, it is
estimated that over $4.50 was spent to mitigate the social costs of legalization.
Legalizing marijuana in Minnesota would
likely increase its use among teens, lead to
more addiction, cause more traffic deaths and
injuries, lead to more mental health problems,
and increase the use of other illegal drugs.
We should not be legalizing this dangerous
and addictive substance and encouraging
more people to use it.

57 county precincts will be voting by mail

Voters in 57 of the 82
precincts in Polk County will
cast their 2020 Primary and
General
Election
ballots
through the U.S. Mail rather
than at polling places at township halls or at different sites
within smaller cities.
The number of precincts
electing to vote by mail this
year is up 2 from the previous
election cycle. Those precincts
are the townships of Garden
and Esther.
Mail balloting is available to
non-metro townships of any
size and to cities with less than
400 registered voters.
Delivery deadlines
By state law, mail ballots
must be delivered to registered
voters between 14 and 46 days
prior to the election date. The
ballots can then be filled out
and mailed back to the Polk
County Taxpayer Service

Center as soon as the voter has
decided how to vote up until
Election Day.
Mail ballots can also be
delivered on Election Day to
the Polk County Taxpayer
Service Center, which serves as
the official polling place for all
mail ballot precincts.
“Our target for this mailing,”
Michelle Cote, Polk County
director of property records,
says of getting the ballots out,
“is to have them in the mail at
around the 30-day mark. This
is so the ballots won’t arrive so
early that people forget about
them or so late that we are getting phone calls from voters
who are looking for their ballots.” Cote is the county’s election administrator.
Costs are reduced
Besides usually resulting in
greater participation in the
election process, advantages to

those precincts that use mail
voting are that they have
reduced election judge costs
and less issues staffing a
polling place on Election Day.
In addition, they will not have
the expense of updating election equipment.
The cost to the precinct for
the mail ballots has historically
been approximately $2 per ballot. “Mail balloting is not only
fiscally responsible but it
makes voting much easier,”
Cote says, while noting that it
is still possible for precincts to
move to the mail ballot voting
process for the 2020 elections.
Option is still there
Should a precinct be considering mail balloting, notification to the auditor must be
made 90 days (by May 13,
2020) before the Primary
Election.
For the Primary Election,

The 2020 Census will determine the number of seats that
Minnesota has in Congress,
the number of Electoral
College votes that the state
will have in presidential elections, and any adjustments of
the boundaries of the political
district that are used for federal, state and locally elected
offices.
There will also be the state’s
share of the annual distribution
of $400 billion in federal
funding for infrastructure and
services.
And the population numbers
will be used to guide businesses on economic opportunities,
market trends, and where to
grow their industries. The people who deal with transportation infrastructure, housing,
health care facilities, and
schools will use the numbers
in preparing for the needs in
those areas.
Current projections show
that Minnesota has gained residents since 2010, but not as

quickly as other states such as
Texas and Florida. With a
slower growth rate, Minnesota
is vulnerable to dropping from
eight U.S. Representative seats
to seven. Losing a U.S.
Representative seat means
Minnesota would have less
influence over federal policies
and one fewer Electoral
College vote.
To ensure Minnesota has the
best chance to retain all eight
of its congressional seats, the
state needs an accurate count
of its whole population.
A goal of the 2020 Census is
to make the count at a lower
cost per household (adjusted
for inflation) than the 2010
Census. New technology
makes it possible to maintain
high-quality results at an
affordable cost.
For the 2020 Census, individuals will for the first time
be able to complete and submit their census forms online.
People who are unable to
complete the Census online

will again have the option to
be counted by mail, over the
phone, or in-person by a doorto-door Census taker.
By April 1, 2020, citizens
will receive an invitation to
participate in the Census. The
invitation will provide three
options for completing the
census form:
• Online;
• By phone; or
• By mail.
Persons will be able to sign
up to receive a reminder from
the Census Bureau by email
letting them know the first
dates that the Census form can
be completed.
The Census Bureau is
required by law to keep your
answers confidential. That
means they must protect your
personal information and will
never share it with any other
people or organizations, inside
or outside of government.

Census to determine number of
seats Minnesota has in Congress
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approximately 5,500 mail ballots will be mailed out to registered voters in the mail ballot
precincts.
The other townships that use
the mail ballot option are
Andover, Angus, Badger,
Belgium, Brandt, Brislet,
Chester, Crookston, Eden,
Euclid, Fairfax, Fanny, Farley,
Fisher, Gentilly, Godfrey,
Grand Forks, Grove ParkTilden, Gully, Hammond,
Helgeland, Higdem, Hubbard,
Johnson,
Kertsonville,
Keystone, King, Liberty,
Lowell, Nesbit, Northland,
Onstad,
Parnell,
Reis,
Rhinehart, Roome, Rosebud,
Russia, Sandsville, Scandia,
Tabor, Tynsid and Vineland.
Cities that use the vote by
mail ballot are Beltrami,
Climax,
Fisher,
Gully,
McIntosh, Mentor, Nielsville,
Trail and Winger.

Welfare Fraud

People who give false
information or withhold facts
in order to receive Minnesota
Family Investment Program
(MFIP) aid, food stamps,
general assistance, childcare
or medical assistance are
committing fraud. If you suspect someone of misusing or
abusing Minnesota assistance programs, call the Polk
County Sheriff’s Office at this
number 24 hours a day, 7
days a week:

1-218-281-0431
ask for
extension 2249
YOU CAN REMAIN
ANONYMOUS
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Commissioner Districts & Wards
Jerry Jacobson: District 1, Crookston Wards 1 & 5

Grand Forks

Sullivan

Keystone

Euclid

Euclid

Belgium

Warren Strandell: District 2, East Grand Forks Wards 1 & 2

East
Grand
Forks
Rhinehart

Gary Willhite: District 3, Crookston Wards 2,3,4, & 6
Joan Lee: District 4
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Forks
County
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Don Diedrich: District 5, East Grand Forks Wards 3,4, & 5
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County to have 3 commissioner district elections
Mahnomen
County

Norman
County

Three of the five Polk County
commissioner seats will be
decided in elections this year.
The filing period for candidates will open on Tuesday,
May 19, and close at 5 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 2. If more than
two candidates file for any seat,
a primary election will be conducted on Aug. 11. This will be
done to narrow the field to two
candidates for the General
Election on Nov. 3.
The terms of each of the

offices are for four years beginning on Jan. 1, 2021.
Current commissioners are:
Dist. 1 — Jerry Jacobson,
Fertile; Dist. 3 — Gary
Willhite, Crookston; and Dist.
5 — Don Diedrich, Warren.
Commissioner District 1
includes Wards 1 and 5 in the
City of Crookston, the cities of
Fertile, Mentor and Beltrami,
and 11 townships in the south
central part of the county
(Garden, Garfield, Godfrey,

Grove-Park Tilden, Fairfax,
Kertsonville, Liberty, Onstad,
Reis, Russia and Woodside).
Commissioner District 3
includes Wards 2, 3, 4 and 6 in
the City of Crookston and 3
townships northwest of the
City of Crookston (Crookston,
Gentilly and Parnell).
Commissioner District 5
includes Wards 3, 4 and 5 in the
City of East Grand Forks and
15 townships in northern part
of the county (Angus, Belgium,

Brandt, Brislet, Esther, Euclid,
Farley,
Grand
Forks,
Helgeland, Higdem, Keystone,
Northland, Sandsville, and
Sullivan and Tabor).
Candidates must be at least
18 years of age, a United States
citizen and reside in the district
for which they are running.
Anyone interested in filing can
contact Director of Property
Records/Elections Michelle
Cote at 218-281-2554 for more
information.

After some changes in plans
and other delays, replacement
of the elevator in the
Government
Center
in
Crookston will soon begin.
In the past year, the elevator
malfunctioned several times,
including at least once when
people were aboard. The telephone in the elevator telephone
failed then, too.

In another incident, the carriage stopped short, the doors
did not fully close and could
not be opened further by those
inside.
Problems have been traced to
a more than 50-year-old electrical control system, which may
not have been new when originally installed in 1968.
The elevator has worked fine

since some electrical control
adjustments have been made,
but riders have been encouraged to have their cell phones
with them just in case. And the
elevator has been turned off
and been unavailable to anyone
who might be in the building
during non-regular office
hours.
While there has been nothing

to worry about concerning
safety, replacement is needed
and will be done the Thyssen
Krupp Elevator Corp., Fargo,
which provided the low quote
for that work at $118,500.
The new elevator is scheduled to be in operation by summer.

Replacement of Government Center elevator underway
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State, federal funding will be key
to the extent of road construction

It’s March and as with any March, road restrictions are in effect and the weather is beginning to
warm. What isn’t normal is that we are dealing
with the effects of COVID-19.
We are hoping that 2020 construction goes as
planned but if federal and/or state governments
shut down, we will be unable to receive the funding to do our construction projects. So, let’s all
hope for the best; that this virus will disappear as
fast as it arrived.
This year we had received $1.6 million in federal funds to go toward the Nielsville Bridge. But
because the North Dakota funding still isn’t available, we had to transfer this funding to another
project. As a result. we moved the overlay of
CSAH 21 from TH 220 to TH 75 up to 2020 and
will use this funding for this project.
Other projects receiving federal funding this
year are the overlay of CSAH 1 from CSAH 10 to
TH 59 in Winger and CSAH 16 from TH 75 in
Eldred to CSAH 9.
We have also been told that we will be receiving
Federal Land Access Program Funds to surface
CR 210 from CSAH 37 to TH 2 past the Rydell
National Wildlife Refuge. Polk County has been
applying for several years to get this road funded
and it looks like 2020 is the year.
CSAH 23 from TH 220 to one mile east of Tabor
will be grade-widened and overlaid. This project
will use up the last of the $6 million that we had
bonded. This work is expected to be completed by
Oct. 1.

Overlays on: CSAH 20 from CSAH 19 to CSAH
21; CSAH 1 in Nielsville; CSAH 1 in Beltrami;
CSAH 109 in Nielsville and CSAH 112 in
Beltrami will be paid for with our CSAH funds
that come from the gas tax, tab fees and motor
vehicle sales tax.
Polk County has sent three bridge plans in for
approval. The first was a FEMA Disaster Project
in Brandsvold Township where will be replacing
culverts with box culverts. Any portion that
FEMA doesn’t fund will be funded through the
Town Bridge Account.
Polk County has also submitted plans for the two
bridges on CSAH 1 between Fertile and Winger.
Because of the Sandhill River channel and its
geometry and depth in locations, we were unable
to replace these bridges with box culverts.
So, the replacement structures will be bridges
that will be funded by bridge bonding, if the state
legislature does a bonding bill and includes local
bridges, and our CSAH Funding.
Because CR 210 is being surfaced, the grading
of CR 202 and CR 203 has been delayed and will
happen when funding has been collected through
the Local Option Sales Tax.
If you have any questions concerning this year’s
construction program, please give our office a call
at 218-281-3952 and talk with either Darin
Carlstrom at ext. 8254 or Richard Sanders at ext.
8253. — Richard Sanders, county engineer

Began on March 13

Spring load limits now in effect

ST. PAUL, Minn. – Spring
load restrictions began March
13 on unrestricted state highways in the north and north
central frost zones.
The frost zones and restricted
routes can be found on the
MnDOT load limits map. This
information is also published
on the MnDOT seasonal load
limits
website
at
mndot.gov/loadlimits.
Overweight permits for more
than 80,000 pound gross vehicle weight continue and new
permits will be issued if all
axle and group weights are
legal (axle weight limits).
Full-summer overweight permits can be issued, during the
spring load restriction period,
for travel on the interstate system only.
Middle-range overweight
permits become available

when spring load restrictions
are lifted. Full-summer overweight permits become available two to three weeks after
spring load restrictions are lifted.
Ending dates for spring load
restrictions are variable and
based on how weather is affecting roadway strength. For
questions about over legal
weight/size “heavy haul”
trucking,
call
MnDOT’s
Freight and Commercial
Vehicle
Operations
Oversize/Weight Permits, 651296-6000 or email: ofcvopermits.dot@state.mn.us.
For questions about enforcement call the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety State Patrol - Commercial
Vehicle Enforcement; 651350-2000.
The start and end dates for

spring load increases are based
on how weather is affecting
roadway strength. These dates
are established by monitoring
roadway strength as weather
conditions change. The end
date for spring load increases is
variable and drivers should
check for updates throughout
the year. All changes are made
with a minimum three-day
notice.
For the most current information, go to MnDOT’s automated 24-hour message center at
800-723-6543 for the U.S. and
Canada, or 651-366-5400 for
the Minneapolis/St. Paul area.
For updated road condition
information, call 511 or visit
www.511mn.org.
—
Minnesota Department of
Transportation
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Human Service
Center remodel
is in progress

The Polk County Human
Service Center in East Grand
Forks is getting new roof-top
heating and air conditioning
units as one part of a bigger a
project that will include
replacement of the roof and an
extensive remodeling of the
space inside.
The remodeling project will
update and re-arrange space
used by the county’s Social
Services, Public Health and
Veterans Service offices along
with space that is leased to TriCounty Community Corrections, Tri-Valley Opportunity
Council, and to the State of
Minnesota for its DEED (Department of Employment &
Development)
Economic
office.
Work in the building actually
began a year ago when remodeling was done to create additional space for the Northwest
Mental Health Center, which
has expanded its services in the
East Grand Forks area. That
work was completed last summer.
In the work being done this
year, Custom Aire Mechanical
Contracting & Service, Grand
Forks, has a $130,530 contract
to upgrade the heating and
cooling systems. Replacement
of the roof-top air handlers portion of this work will be done
prior to the re-roofing. Inside,
how each of these three air handling units serves specific areas
of the building will be updated.
Herzog Roofing Co., Detroit
Lakes, has a $287,000 contract
to provide the new roof. The
old roof has experienced leaking.
The extensive interior remodeling is being done by
Diversified Contractors, Inc.,
Fargo, N.D., on a $1,388,800
contract.Completion is expected in late summer or early fall.
After 21 years of county ownership, the work will set the
building up for many more
years. Before Polk County
acquired the property in 1999,
the building had been home to
the Maury’s TV & Appliance
store. It was built initially in the
1970s for a Warehouse Foods
grocery store.

Bruggeman selected as new
information systems director

When Life Gives
You Lemons…
Chuck Whiting
Polk County Administrator

I’ve never really liked the saying “When life gives you lemons,
make lemonade.” Not because I don’t understand it, I’ve just never
really liked lemonade.
So, what are we to do now that life has given us COVID-19? I am
writing this article on Friday, March 20, two hours after we have
closed county offices to you, our public who we are here to serve.
It is, to say the least, unsettling and, at best, abnormal. By the time
you read this, Polk County and the world may be even more unsettled and abnormal than it is today.
Kind of makes it hard to write something for you, our readers, contemplating the difficulties some of you, some of us, may be facing in
early April without sounding trite or trivial and certainly out of date.
But I can share our intent as a Polk County official, representing
some 300+ employees and our elected commissioners who are your
neighbors, your church mates, friends, families and fellow citizens
of this great country.
When we decided to close, we spent all our time trying to figure
how best we can continue to serve you in the capacities we hold
working for Polk County. Long timers here still refer to the 1997
flood and efforts everyone took to respond and help each other.
The solace in that is those who were here then know a crisis can
be dealt with because we, you, have done it in the past. For me not
having been here in 1997, it gives me confidence in our employees
that they are committed to doing their work, recognizing the situation and doing what we are here to do. I hope, but really, I expect that
that is the one thing I can predict that is happening as you are reading this.
Some particulars to share, since we are still working, we are still
available by phone and email and will do what we can for you.
Public Health staff has been going all out, follow their notifications
on the county’s website and follow the Minnesota Department of
Health’s website to cut through the chafe of national news for what
is most relevant to here.
Social Services has stepped up in perhaps the most extreme way,
as we get our workers working from home and still meeting with
clients while practicing appropriate social distancing.
The Sheriff’s Department, Highway Department, Solid Waste are
all trying to work as normally as possible to keep our safety and
infrastructure needs going. Veterans Services is maintaining contact
with our veterans to get them the services they so deserve.
And all our administrative people, the ones who grind through
necessary paperwork, get bills and paychecks paid, keep our buildings clean and computer networks working, all doing what they can
within these strange circumstances to keep the business of the county going despite this virus. I hope they all, as with of you, stay
healthy during this time. That is our purpose right now.
I got up today and despite the fact it was minus 2, I happily
declared at least it was the first day of spring. I was wrong apparently, someone moved it to March 19, but like that lemonade thing
the sentiment was the same.
Perhaps by the time you are reading this you will be chipping away
at the last ice in your driveway and getting ready for your Easter. I
hope all is better but it if not, your county will still be here probably
already having figured out some better way to get our work done for
you in this new environment.
Let us know, use our website at www.co.polk.mn.us, call or email
us even if you just need to talk to someone or let us know something
you think we should know. That helps us to deal with our own isolation. That and maybe a cool lemonade.

Evan Bruggeman is the new
information systems director for
Polk County. He succeeds
Sebastian Sullivan, who has moved
to the state of Virginia. Bruggeman
assumed the new position on Feb.
17.
A native of Thief River Falls,
Bruggeman graduated from
Lincoln High School there in 2011.
He then attended Northland
Community & Technical College
for two years before earning a
bachelors degree in Information
Systems at the University of North
Dakota in 2016.
Bruggeman became a network
administrator for Polk County in
2016 and had served in that capacity for the past four years. He and
his wife, Afton, have a daughter,

Evan Bruggeman

Twila, 8 months.
A replacement network administrator will be selected.

Low-income septic system
upgrade grants available

For the past 6 years, Polk County
Environmental Services has been
offering septic fix-up funding to
upgrade existing failing septic systems for low-income families in the
county.
Polk County has again been allocated state grant dollars for the
2020 year. Applications will be
accepted through June 1, 2020.
Money has been made available
through the clean water legacy act
and distributed to counties across
the state.
In 2018, the county began distributing fix-up funding as a cost-share
grant based on household income.
Depending on income levels, residents may be able to obtain a 75%
or 90% cost share grant to upgrade
failing septic systems, with the
remainder of the costs paid by the
homeowner.
Funding for the program is based
on household size and subject to
USDA low-income guidelines. All
applications are ranked based on
income status, condition of the
existing septic system and proximity to priority surface waters.
After the June 1 application
deadline, the program will allocate
all the funds on a first-come firstserve basis.
In addition to the grant program,
Polk County offers a loan program
of 25% cost share available to property owners who have failing septic
systems.
The county can contribute up to
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25% in grant dollars for the septic
system replacement cost. The
remaining 75% is rolled into a 0%
interest loan that is paid back over a
10-year term as a special assessment on the property taxes.
Currently, the program has enough
funding flowing back as special
assessments from prior fix-up loans
to fund about two additional septic
systems per year.
The county can continue to fund
our fix-up loan program as an overflow for the grant program when
we run out of yearly state grant
funding. In years past, there has
been greater demand than funding
so the loan program was used to fix
more septic systems than grant dollars allowed. This is a very affordable and convenient program for
many property owners who wouldn’t normally qualify for a traditional loan.
By operating this program as a
loan, we ensure that even if grant
funding from the state runs out, we
can continue to help low-income
families upgrade failing systems
long into the future.
For more information regarding
this great program check out the
Polk
County
website
at
www.co.polk.mn.us under the
Environmental Services and
Planning & Zoning Department
page or by calling Polk County
Planning & Zoning at (218) 2815700. — Jacob Snyder, Polk
County Planning & Zoning
administrator

Building permits required
for all construction projects

Polk County Employee
Anniversaries in 2020
Hire
5/1/90
9/4/90
1/9/95
3/15/95
3/15/95
4/14/95
5/22/95
1/24/00
3/13/00
3/20/00
3/23/00
6/26/00
7/3/00
7/6/00
7/10/00
10/5/00
10/12/00
10/16/00
11/1/00
7/1/05
7/5/05
8/1/05
10/19/05
11/14/05
10/4/10
10/19/10
11/410
12/10/10
1/2/15
1/12/15
2/1/15
2/9/15
3/16/15
5/1/15
5/4/15
5/4/15
5/4/15
5/18/15
6/1/15
7/13/15
8/3/15
8/17/15
8/17/15
8/19/15
9/29/15
10/5/15
10/19/15
10/19/15
10/26/15
10/27/15
11/16/15
11/18/15
11/23/15
12/3/15

Employee

Department-Position

30 Years
Scott Bixby
Sheriff’s Dept./Sergeant
Patricia Frydenlund Environmental Services/Accountant
25 Years
Wade Burrack
Resource Recovery/Boiler Operator
Brian Lundeen
Sheriff’s Dept./Sergeant
Jon Steiner
Environmental Services/Director
Denise Hogenson Sheriff’s Dept./Dispatcher
Terri Oliver
Public Health/Office Support Supr.
20 Years
Danelle Amiot
Social Services/Eligibility Worker
Molly Paulsrud
Social Services/Supervisor
Wendie Dobias-Osborn Soc. Srvcs./Family Based Srvcs.
Valerie Bower
Social Services/Family Based Srvcs.
Michelle Quirk
Social Services/Social Worker
Chandra Selzler
Social Services/Eligibility Worker
Beth Greenwood
Social Services/Family Based Srvcs.
Kenneth Dionne
Sheriff’s Dept./Patrol
Lori Nystad
Publlic Health/Accounting Clerk
Melissa Hesby
Social Services/Child Support Supr.
Michael Norland
Sheriff’s Dept./Chief Deputy
Cheryl Smart
Social Services/Supervisor
15 Years
Amy Ryan
Social Services/Social Worker
Miranda Casetta
Social Services/Social Worker
David Lehmann
Public Works/Highway Maintenance
Megan Starr
Social Services/Supervisor
James Juve
Sheriff’s Dept./Patrol
10 Years
Joanne Johnson
Information Systems/Analyst
Julie Seeger
Public Health/Registered Nurse
Kelsey Helgeson
Public Health/Registered Nurse
Amber Swenson-Hill Assessor’s Dept./Appraiser
5 Years
Trisha Schuler
Social Services/Social Worker
Tayler Broekemeier Social Services/Social Worker
Jacob Radtke
Public Works/Highway Maintenance
Casey Wilde-Olson Assessor’s Dept./Appraiser
Betsy Stone
Sheriff’s Dept./Clerk Typist
Howard Hoven
Public Works/Highway Maintenance
Ruth Wilder
Sheriff’s Dept./Jury Attendant
David Morgan
Sheriff’s Dept./Jury Attendant
Sondra Kaiser
Sheriff’s Dept./Jury Attendant
Shelly Haugen
Social Services/Eligibility Worker
Chad Erickson
Facilities Dept./Maintenance Worker
Pamela Dufault-Conklin Auditor’s Dept./Clerical Scanner
Annalee Jones
Assessor’s Dept./Appraiser
Susan Olson
Social Services/Case Aide
Kelly Plante
Resource Recovery/Loader Operator
Justin Morken
Social Services/Eligibility Worker
Gene Wisness
Sheriff’s Dept./Evidence & Prop.Tech.
Nichole Holt
Social Services/Eligibility Worker
Sarah Perkerewicz Social Services/Child Support Officer
Ryan Wagner
Public Works/Engineering Tech.
Brady Stevenson
Public Works/Highway Maintenance
Chad Fanfulik
Public Works/Highway Maintenance
Nathan Muckala
Resource Recovery/Mech. Mtc. Tech.
Andrew Knox
Public Works/Highway Maintenance
Amber Alexander Social Services/Family Based Srvcs.
Daphne Johnson
Social Services/Social Worker

We would like to remind you
that Polk County Planning &
Zoning requires building/land
use permits for all construction
projects in the county.
If you are planning building/land use projects outside of
incorporated cities, please contact Polk County Planning &
Zoning staff prior to construction to determine setback and
ordinance requirements that
may apply. More information
on building/land use regulations can be found on the Polk
County
website
at
www.co.polk.mn.us under the
Environmental
Services/
Planning & Zoning department
tab.
People sometimes forget to
apply for a building permit or
don’t think they need a permit
for a deck, small shed, septic
system, etc. However, permits
are required for almost any
construction project in the
county.
Any land alterations or landscaping activity in the shoreland or floodplain zoning districts may also require permits.
Septic system permits involve
obtaining a design from a
licensed septic contractor as
well as verification of soils
through the permitting process.
All “fixing” of septic systems
requires a land use permit.
Landowners — not contractors — are responsible for
obtaining all permits for projects on their property.
Contractors securing permits

on behalf of the landowner
must still have the landowner
sign the permit application. If
a contractor says that a permit
is not required, please take the
time to contact our office and
inquire about your specific
project.
Also remember that land
use/zoning
permits
not
obtained prior to construction
are treated as “after-the-fact”
(ATF) permits that are subject
to three times the cost of the
normal permit fee plus an additional $150 penalty fee, if
applicable. The costs can add
up quick especially if a variance is required due to setbacks not being met.
In certain situations, penalty
fees may accrue to over
$1,000. It is not best to simply
do a project and ask for forgiveness. Many of these ATF
situations result in wasted time
and money for your construction project as well as possible
structure removal or court fees.
So, make sure to apply for
your land use/building permits
early and plan projects ahead
of time to avoid unnecessary
delays or ATF penalty fees.
Our office is more than happy
to answer questions and assist
you through the permitting
process.
For more information contact
Polk County Planning &
Zoning at (218) 281-5700. —
Jacob Snyder, Planning &
Zoning administrator

Rodger Stordahl, East Grand
Forks, has been reappointed to
another three-year term on the
Marshall-Polk Rural Water
System’s board of directors by
the Polk County Board.
Other members of the board
of directors are: Michael
Kasowski, Fisher, (president);

Paul Driscoll, East Grand
Forks (vice president); Ronald
Abrahamson, Warren; Wayne
Nelson and Orin Knutson, both
of Oslo; and Paul Bergeron,
Argyle. Jason Hillman is the
system manager. The system
has its offices in Warren.

Stordahl reappointed to
Marshall-Polk Water Board
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GIS information made more available

Rick Thompson

Nominated
Polk County GIS Coordinator
Rick Thompson has been
nominated to receive a ESRI
(Environmental
Systems
Research Institute) Special
Achievement in Geographics
Award. The award will be presented during the company’s
annual meeting in San Diego,
Calif., in July. An international
supplier of GIS (geographic
information system) software
and geodatabase management applications, ESRI is
based in Redlands, Calif. The
nomination is the result of work
done to make by Polk County’s
GIS information available to
more than 100,000 government users around the world.

Location technology has
been mission-critical in Polk
County for nearly 30 years.
Accelerating growth within the
county led staff to recognize
the need for an efficient pathway forward to take its GIS to
the next level… and to keep it
moving forward.
With a focus on collaboration, public engagement, and
preparing for future growth,
the county has made the move
to Enterprise GIS. By providing the right foundation for its
systems, this local government
positioned itself to embrace the
wealth of available GIS capabilities now and for the road
ahead.
Planning the right move
The county was enthusiastic
about a move to ArcGIS
Enterprise and the doors it
would open to take advantage
of the full range of tools available for local government
users. The question that staff
had to answer was, "How can
the county implement enterprise GIS without spending
valuable time rebuilding the
entire countywide GIS structure?"
We had a wealth of ideas for

how we could bring value to
our GIS users with an enterprise system but were stuck
when it came to taking those
ideas forward. With just two of
us, time was becoming a factor.
We needed to move NOW to
avoid falling behind.
Having the right support has
always been an important part
of the county's GIS strategy,
especially with a GIS department of only two staff. The
county brought onboard trusted GIS partner Pro-West &
Associates and, working
together, they produced a
holistic plan to keep Polk
County's Enterprise GIS moving forward and position the
county for more opportunities.
Elevated infrastructure
The most important step in
the plan was deploying a system that would support the
county's immediate needs and
provide room for anticipated
growth. Collaborating with
Pro-West, the county designed
a five-server infrastructure to
support the new enterprise GIS
and the solutions that would be
deployed.
We wanted a robust infrastructure that we could count

County a leader in GIS information access
Polk County now shares access
to its data and information products online and in real time
through the new ArcGIS Hub that
is powered by Polk County GIS
and the Esri Geospatial Cloud.
The hub can be accessed direct
at
https://hubpcg.hub.arcgis.com or from the
Polk County web site at
https://www.co.polk.mn.us
select GIS HUB.
With just a few clicks, citizens
can access the county’s authoritative data, reducing time spent in
phone calls and visits to county
departments. The ArcGIS Hub is
designed to share geospatial data,
is integrated with the county’s critical business systems to provide
value through the use of mobile
apps, searchable content and is a
one-stop for information.
The technology enables organizations to create simple, focused,

and mobile-friendly apps that
serve the public. It is providing
value to the community by sharing
up-to-date information on any
device, in any location, and at any
time.
“Polk County has raised the bar
in delivering county services,”
Christopher Thomas, Esri director
of state and local markets, comments. “The information provided
to citizens provides the muchneeded transparency in local government, not to mention a much
more pleasurable experience.”
Rick Thompson, GIS coordinator for Polk County, adds, “We are
excited to take advantage of this
new technology to work more efficiently and better serve the public.
I anticipate that it will become a
valuable resource to our community, and I would encourage everyone to visit our Hub and take a
look at what it has to offer. We’re

very pleased with what the technology and working with ProWest has enabled us to achieve.
We hope it’ll be a useful resource
for our community”
Polk County worked with local
GIS consulting firm, Pro-West &
Associates, based in Walker,
Minn., to design, develop and
implement the new system.
“Polk County is at the forefront
of serving the public using GIS
technology. The new hub transforms how public community
information is distributed, consumed, and used to support decision-making,”
Kendis
Scharenbroich, CEO and president
of Pro-West and Associates, says.
For more information, contact
Rick Thompson, Polk County GIS
Coordinator, at rthompson@
co.polk.mn.us or 218-470-8256.
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on and add to without a complete rebuild.
With our new system in
place, we are now able to take
advantage of all the Esri technology and tools we need.
The new infrastructure is
designed with its various functions and components on multiple servers to eliminate the
need to rebuild the entire system in the event of a server
crash.
Serving the users
County GIS staff and collaborators identified four key
themes in the types of solutions
it had traditionally worked to
provide: Land Records, Public
Safety, Public Works, and
Elections.
Key stakeholders were able
to focus on the specific needs
for each theme in order to
deliver a collection of simple,
focused maps and apps. By
deploying ArcGIS Hub, the
county can deliver its maps and
apps with context and insightful information in ways that are
searchable, discoverable, and
tell the complete story behind
its data. — Rick Thompson,
Polk County GIS coordinator

Help Us

Fight
Crime

The Polk County
Sheriff’s

Tip Line is
completely
Anonymous
Help us to fight drugs
and all crime. Your tips,
especially when combined with other information that we already
might have, could help
someone’s child, parent,
relative or friend.

Sheriff Jim
Tadman

1-218-435-7872

Polk County AIS Task Force is ready for another busy summer…
The Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Task Force in Polk County is already gearing up for
the upcoming summer. Invasive species are species that are not native to Minnesota and
cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. Minnesota waters are
threatened by aquatic invasive species. It is illegal to transport any aquatic species like
Eurasian watermilfoil, zebra mussels, starry stonewart, spiny waterflea or other prohibited
invasive species.
Within Polk County, Eurasian watermilfoil is already present in Union Lake. Zebra mussels are present in the Red River and Chinese Mystery Snails were confirmed in Lake
Sarah during the 2019 season. Starry stonewart is still a new invasive species that is
appearing in new lakes throughout the state each year. Starry stonewart is spread by
very tiny amounts of the plants, typically in bait buckets or other water transported from
lake to lake. It is critical that every boater take the necessary steps to limit the spread of
Aquatic Invasive Species.
Since 2015, the Polk County AIS taskforce has been working on several projects focusing on education and public awareness. Billboards, public access signs, and several promotional items have been developed to
help spread the message about the threat that AIS poses in
Polk County and around the State of Minnesota.
The taskforce is again planning to hire three seasonal AIS
technicians to conduct watercraft inspections, if interested,
please see our county website, listed below. They work on
monitoring projects, inspections at local access sites as well • Transport watercraft without removing the drain plug
• Arrive at a lake access with drain plug in place
as help with other AIS outreach and educational activities.
• Transport any prohibited species on public roads
Last summer, we were able to conduct over 1,500 on-site
watercraft inspections on public water access sites around
• Launch watercraft with prohibited species attached
Polk County.
• Transport water from Minnesota lakes and rivers
The 2020 season will be the fourth year of I-LIDS camera
• Dispose of live bait into the water
systems at Union Lake and Maple Lake. I-LIDS stands for
Internet Landing Installed Device Sensor. I-LIDS is a selfPenalties up to $1,000
contained, solar powered system installed at boat launches
to capture video and remote inspections of launching
boats/trailers, and audio education of boaters using the
lake. In 2019, we recorded over 1,000 boat launches on
Union Lake and over 1,300 boat launches on Maple Lake.
In total, we have reviewed-recorded over 12,000 launch
AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS
videos. I-LIDS is proving to be a very valuable tool in the
• Remove aquatic plants and invasive species from
fight against AIS. For more information regarding the Iyour boat
LIDS system, you can visit www.environmentalsentry.com.
With spring fishing and boating season right around the
• Drain your live well and remove your drain plug
corner, it is critical that every boater take the necessary
• Dispose of used bait in the trash
steps to limit the spread of AIS. So remember to clean,
drain, and dry your boat, gear and equipment every time to
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
help protect our lakes and rivers. For more information visit
www.co.polk.mn.us/ais
www.co.polk.mn.us/. — Jacob Snyder, Polk County
Planning & Zoning administrator

Regulations You Should Know

It is Unlawful to ...

STOP
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Solid waste projects complete, but...

Recyclable market
in a state of collapse

The construction projects which
have dominated operations at the
Crookston Transfer Station,
Gentilly Landfill Complex and
Fosston Resource Recovery
Facility have come to a completion.
Credits were taken on seasonal
items like parking lot work, final
grading and seeding, in lieu of
keeping the projects open with the
contractors any longer. These projects will be taken over by the
county for completion, and should
be done in the first half of the
2020 construction season.
The largest issue facing the
Solid Waste Program operationally is the collapse of the recyclable
material markets.
Over the last 2-3 years the recyclable material markets have been
near record lows. Materials like
paper, aluminum cans, plastic #1,
etc. are being sold at one-half or
less of their normal value.
The low market prices and lack
of demand directly coincides with
China cutting-off recycled material imports from the U.S. China’s
actions resulted in the West Coast
recycling markets having few outlets – where most of the US
exports overseas were destined.
As West Coast recyclers began
flooding the domestic recycle
markets used by the recyclers in
the Midwest and East Coast, the
demand for materials dropped and
pricing fell accordingly.
This impacts Polk County financially and operationally. On the
financial side, materials like aluminum cans which make up about
half of a recycling facility’s revenue stream are selling for $700800 per ton instead of $1,600$1,800 per ton, or cardboard
which normally goes for $75–100
per ton going for $25-40 per ton.
Though these prices are low, the
material is still being purchased
and revenue received. The same
cannot be said for paper which is
normally in the $40-70 per ton
range, but at present is worth $5
per ton on the high end, and in
many cases recyclers are paying to
get rid of it. Polk County is currently holding more than 20 truckloads of paper with no buyer.
On the operational side, there is
little incentive to accept more

recyclable materials. Polk has
been approached by other communities and businesses about accepting their recyclables, but to do so
would require an additional shift
be employed.
These other entities want Polk to
handle their recyclables because
their recyclers are raising their
rates and penalizing them with
various fees to cover their losses.
But with storage capacity at our
facility quickly filling up, lack of
both markets in which to ship and
low material revenues when a
market is found, combined with a
difficulty filling open positions
makes the outlook of putting on an
additional shift to process recyclables unlikely.
Because of the low revenues
from these recycled materials,
Polk and the other member counties are reviewing the possibility
of tip fee increases for 2021.
Should markets for these materials
not turn around soon, tip fee
increases may be unavoidable.
However, any increase in tip fee
– regardless of the amount that
may be approved – would be well
under what would otherwise be
required if our recyclable materials were processed by a thirdparty.
Polk County is also looking to
offer an organics diversion program for residents in the spring of
2020. The program would allow
eligible Polk County residents to
receive compostable bags for
diverting food scraps from their
household garbage, and instead
dropping them off for composting.
This is offered under an MPCA
grant obtained by Polk County in
2018 for the collection of Source
Separated Organic Material
(SSOM) for composting.
Various versions of this program
are being offered in Beltrami,
Clearwater and Hubbard counties – who were funded under this
Polk County grant. More details
about this program will be
available
in
April/May.
Announcements will be found on
the Polk County Solid Waste website once they are available:
http://www.co.polk.mn.us/296/Sol
id-Waste-Management.—Jon
Steiner, administrator, Polk
County Environmental Services

This alcohol testing kiosk now in the lobby area of the jail
allows probationers and those returning from their work
release jobs to be tested 24-7.

Tri-County Corrections
adds testing device

Tri-County
Community
Corrections entered into a contract with Midwest Monitoring
in January to install an alcohol
testing kiosk in the night lobby
of the Polk County Justice
Center.
This testing kiosk will allow
for automated testing of probationers who are in the community in addition to inmates
returning from pass or work
release.
The advantage of the kiosk is
that the testing can now occur
at any hour of the day or night
and does not require agency
staff to administer the test.
People registered for use of
the kiosk will receive a text
message notification to report
for testing during a specified
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time frame. Probationers will
then have a window of time in
order to complete their test and
be in compliance with testing
requirements.
A report of the test and
results will be immediately
forwarded to the probation
agent or jail staff who can then
initiate immediate follow-up if
necessary.
In addition to alcohol testing,
the kiosk will also be utilized
to implement a random urinalysis notification program along
with periodic reporting for
low-risk probationers within
the community. — Andrew
Larson, executive director,
Tri-County
Community
Corrections

An organics container is dumped at the compost facility at the Polk
County Landfill. Expansion of the organics diversion program is
being planned to also allow Polk County residents to divert food
scraps from their household garbage for composting. This is to be

offered under the MPCA grant obtained by Polk County in 2018 for
the collection of Source Separated Organic Material (SSOM) for composting. More details about this program will be available later this
spring.

All: As you know we are closing County offices to the public starting
tomorrow (March 20) at noon, until further notice. I expect this will continue for at least the next week.
Each department is different in how this effects day to day work. Some
may not see much change while others now must find more creative ways
to interact with their public. Your department heads have been working
on what will work best for your department, but considering the nature of
the COVID-19 threat, here some things for you to know for your work
and your personal protection.
For work:
• Unless otherwise changed and communicated with you from your
department head, work as normal.
• If it is determined your work can be or should be done off site, your
department head can develop a work arrangement with you.
• If your work cannot be done as normal and off site is not an option,
other similar work can be developed with you and your department head.
• You will likely be asked to stay in contact with your supervisor via cell
phone, text or email if you are working off-site. Report your hours as you
normally would.
• All attempts will be made to keep you working and receiving your just
compensation during this time, if one of the options above does not
address your work area.
• During this period, all employee badges will be reprogrammed to get
you in the Government Center using the door swipes.
• Please track any work hours or expenses you incur as a result of the
COVID-19 virus. We suspect these may be reimbursable by the state or
federal government at some time in the future. We are looking at doing
this through your time keeping software, watch for more on this.
For you personally:
• If you are sick, stay home. Take sick leave.
• If someone in your family is sick or immune compromised, stay
home. Take sick leave.
• If circumstance dictate you being sent home due to a COVID-19
workplace issue, go. Take sick leave.
• If you do not have sufficient sick leave balance and any of these pertain to you, go home anyway. Take sick leave on your time sheet.
Administration will figure up the options for assuring continued pay to

you for each pay period.
• Practice social distancing at work and at home. Be a part of mitigating the COVID-19 virus. See the Public Health Department comments
below.
You have three great advantages right now for working for the County.
1. We have the means to continue your work and your compensation
during this time.
2. We have our own Public Health Department, your fellow County
workers, looking out for you as well as our residents.
3. We have the ability to help our residents during this trying time
through the work we do. Every employee, from those keeping our buildings clean to those protecting the welfare of our residents has this opportunity to truly be a difference to our residents, and to each other.
There will be questions and concerns as this virus ramps up. Stay
informed, watch each other’s back and do what you can to stay healthy.
Chuck Whiting
County Administrator

The closing notice as given to county employees:

FROM POLK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH:
Social Distancing: Continue to practice social distancing of 6 feet or
more and keeping close interactions brief. Use phone or web-based platforms as much as possible.
The primary goal of social distancing is not only about reducing your
chance of being infected with the coronavirus. Making deliberate choices to stay away from each other is designed to slow the spread over a
longer period of time so that too many people do not get ill all at once
such that our ability to provide care to critically ill patients cannot meet
the demand.
The decisions we make as individuals in the near term (the coming
days) have the potential to make a huge impact on the trajectory of
COVID-19 nationally and here in our communities.
We are very concerned about conserving our resources, both human
and material, should social distancing efforts fail to slow the spread
enough. Our health system will not be able to cope with the projected
numbers of people who will need acute care if we collectively as individuals in our communities do not do our part to socially distance from
each other starting now.
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Drug Task Force made 325 arrests in 8-county area

Pine to Prairie Drug Task Force
officers made 325 arrests in 2019
— that’s almost one a day — in
the eight county area (Kittson,
Lake of the Woods, Norman,
Marshall, Pennington, Polk, Red
Lake and Roseau) that they serve.
In those arrests, the officers
seized 8.2 grams of heroin,
2,984.5 grams of methamphetamine, 11.8 pounds of marijuana,
187 prescription pills, and 21
weapons. The seizures were down
slightly from the 332 arrests that
were made in 2018.
In a recent incident, Pine to
Prairie officers assisted in a multicounty burglary investigation that
also involved firearms. During
execution of the search warrant,
the suspect barricaded himself in
the basement and threatened to
shoot officers before they negotiated the surrender.
The suspect, who was arrested
with methamphetamine and a
stolen pistol, was subsequently
released on bail and then rearrested in another incident with
another loaded, stolen pistol and
more methamphetamine.
The Task Force has 13 law
enforcement officers. Polk
County and the cities of
Crookston and East Grand Forks
each provide one officer while the
City of Thief River Falls and
Pennington County cooperate to
provide an investigator.
Other counties that provide
investigators are Lake of the
Woods, Marshall, Norman and
Roseau. The U.S. Border Patrol
also commits four agents and U.S.
Homeland Security also provides
an investigator. While not committing a full-time member to the
task force, Kittson and Red Lake
counties assist as needed.
A Minnesota National Guard
counter-drug analyst, who compiles information on arrest activities for the team, started work in
June.
Marshall and Norman counties
and the cities of Thief River Falls
and East Grand Forks each have
canine officers that are made
available to the task force. Polk
County will also soon have a
canine officer on duty when the
dog completes the training program currently underway.
The task force receives
$200,000 in state funding annual-

60.4 grams of crystal meth and over $4,000 was seized from a drug dealer in East Grand
Forks, MN.

ly. The money is split between the
cities and counties to reimburse
them for a portion of the salaries
of the investigators that they provide. A part of the grant is also
used for training and to purchase
necessary equipment.
The task force answers to a 14member advisory board. That
board is made up of East Grand
Forks Police Chief Mike Hedlund
(president), Crookston Police
Chief Paul Biermaier (vice president), Polk County Sheriff Jim
Tadman, Pennington County
Sheriff Ray Kuznia, Thief River
Falls Police Chief Dick
Wittenberg, Crookston City
Council member Bob Quanrud,
East Grand Forks City Council
member Mark Olstad, Polk
County Commissioner Warren
Strandell, Roseau County Sheriff
Steve Gust, Assistant Roseau
County Attorney Mike Grover,
Norman County Sheriff Jeremy
Thornton, Norman County Chief
Deputy Ben Fall, Lake of the
Woods County Sheriff Gary Fish,
Lake of the Woods County
Attorney James Austad, and
Marshall County Sheriff Jason
Boman.
Associate (non-voting) advisory
board members include Polk
County Attorney Greg Widseth,
Red Lake County Sheriff Mitch

Bernstein, Ada Police Chief Jody
Bueng, Kittson County Sheriff
Mark Wilwant, U.S. Border Patrol
Agent Eric Kuhn, and Homeland
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Security Investigations Agent
Josh Goldberg.

Especially in Crookston and Fosston...

Need for child foster homes remains critical

Polk County Social Services has a critical need for child foster care homes in
Crookston and in Fosston.
It is important to have foster homes in
all communities as we try to be least disruptive in children’s lives and prefer to
have children entering foster care remain
in their communities that are close to
their siblings, other family members and
friends, attend the same schools, team
events, cultural and social activities.
Foster care is a temporary living situation for children providing a safe place to
be if a child cannot live with his/her family, or on their own. Foster Parents help
by providing stability, affection, consistency, and nurturing. Foster parents also
provide for the child’s educational,
health, cultural and social needs.
In child foster care foster parents open
their homes to children whose families
are in crisis. They help children heal and

become productive, self-sufficient members of our society. In both child and
adult foster care they provide a safe, stable, nurturing environment that is needed
at a very critical time in their lives.
When children must leave their homes,
placement with relatives is considered
first. If this is not a plausible option, the
placing agency then looks to licensed
foster homes.
Foster parents are as diverse as the
children they care for. Some are married;
some are single; some are grandparents;
some are parents with young children,
adolescents or grown children; some
hope to eventually adopt children. The
characteristics foster parents have in
common are a love for children, an ability to commit to challenges and a desire
to make a difference in children’s lives.
It can be very rewarding, but is also
something that is not to be taken lightly.

Homes are also needed for adult foster
care. This is provided in a home setting
for those who cannot live independently
due to physical, emotional, developmental or mental impairments.
Residents receive meals, support,
supervision and, as needed, some assistance with personal care and living
skills.
Foster homes are licensed through the
Minnesota Department of Human
Services when the licensing process is
completed. Orientation and training are
provided by Polk County Social
Services.
Foster care parents receive a monthly
reimbursement for the care of a foster
child. Further information is available by
calling Brittney Palm, Licensing Social
Worker at 218-470-8422 or emailing:
brittny.palm@co.polk.mn.us

Seven Serious Myths Regarding Foster Parenting
Myth: A foster parent
must be married, own their
own home and make lots of
money.
Fact: You can be married
or single, a homeowner or
a renter. The only financial
requirement is that you
have enough income to
support yourself and your
family.
Myth: Foster parents
have to stay at home with
the children.
Fact: No, they do not.
Many foster parents work
outside of the home. Polk
County Social Services will
pay the cost of childcare
when you work.
Myth: My children are
grown and out of the
house. I’m too old to be a
foster parent.
Fact: There is no age
requirement (other than you
must be at least 21). Many
“empty nesters” find foster

parenting to be a rewarding
experience.
Myth: I don’t have any
children and to be a foster
parent you need to have
parenting experience.
Fact: Not true! Many of
our foster parents are childless. They are, however,
responsible people who
have made a commitment
to children and demonstrate
an ability to parent or learn.
Myth: Once licensed the
foster parent must take any
placement they are called
to foster.
Fact: Foster parents do
not have to say yes to
every placement. Your willingness to accept a placement depends on what the
needs of your family are at
the time of a request.
Myth: You must license
for 0–18 years of age.
Fact: Each family licens-

es for the age/gender that
best matches the family.
Yes, some families license
0-18 years, either gender
but many license within
these perimeters. Some
homes license only female,
others only school age and
still others only teens.
Myth: I can’t be a foster
parent because I would get
too attached. It would be
too hard to see them leave.
Fact: It’s true. You will get
attached and it will be
painful when children you
love leave. But these children have suffered through
things no child should ever
face and they need the love
and care foster parents provide when they open their
hearts and homes.
Truth: Being a foster parent is a rewarding experience that you and your foster child will remember for
the rest of your lives!

— 15 —

Ways to support
Foster Care in
your community:
• Coordinate a diaper drive
for foster parents who have
infantsand toddlers as foster
children.
• Coordinate a photo albumdrive for foster children so
theycan create their own life
books.
• Bake cookies and give
them to foster families as a
way to say “Thank You” or
send them a card.
• Make “We Care” bags forgirls coming in to foster care
that include items such as
headbands, earrings, cute
socks, small shampoo/conditioner/body lotion.
• Sponsor or offer free musicor sports lessons.
• Offer scholarships for activities such as scouting.
• Offer discounts in your
business.
• Offer recreation such as
paying for a day pass to a
State Park.
• Offer to purchase tickets to
entertainment venues.
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