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SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 

BOARD MINUTES 

 

Pursuant to motion of adjournment, the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., September 1, 2020 at Environmental Services, 320 Ingersoll 

Avenue, Crookston, MN. Members present:   Commissioner Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner 

Warren Strandell, Commissioner Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan Lee and Commissioner Don 

Diedrich and Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board. Other present: 

Michelle Cote, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

 

AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the September 1, 2020 agenda. 

 

 CONSENT AGENDA  

 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the September 1, 2020 consent agenda: 

1. Approve Auditor Warrants. 

 

 COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS ISSUE FORUM 

1. Commissioner Jacobson brought forth that he attended no meetings since the prior Board 

meeting.  He did receive serveral calls regarding signs targeted at Governor Walz. 

Discussion was brought forth regarding restoration of gravel pits.  

2. Commissioner Strandell brought forth that he attended the Pine To Prairie Drug Task 

Force meeting.  He also attended the Polk County Building Committee meeting which 

focused on the East Grand Forks Human Service Center.   

3. Commissioner Willhite brought forth that he attended a Polk County Planning & Zoning 

Commission meeting.   

4. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she participated in a Pine To Prairie Drug Task 

Force meeting.  She also participated in the AMC Education Committee meeting.  She 

received a resident call of concern regarding the grading of County Road 201.  Discussion 

was brought forth regarding voting by absentee ballot.  

5. Commissioner Diedrich brought that he attended a Tri-Valley Opportunity Council 

meeting where the focus was the 401k provider.   

 

 LAKE AGASSIZ REGIONAL LIBRARY 

 Liz Lynch, LARL Executive Director came before the Board with matters pertaining to the 

Lake Agassiz Regional Library: 

1. 2021 LARL Budget Request 

Discussion along with handouts pertaining to LARL 2021 budget information and 

Getting To Know Your Library were presented to the Board.  (Handouts on file in the 

Administrator’s Office) 

 

 PLANNING AND ZONING 

 Jacob Snyder, Environmental Specialist/Planning and Zoning Administration came before the 

Board with matters pertaining to Planning and Zoning: 
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1. Resolution (2020-77) Conditional Use Permit For Amanda & Casey Holweger For 

Total Accessory Structure Over 2500 Sq.Ft. On A Parcel Less Than 5 Acres 

Resolution (2020-77) was offered by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 

Commissioner Diedrich and adopted upon the following vote:  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, 

Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson.  NAYS: None. (See Resolution (2020-77) on file in 

the Administrator’s Office.) 

2. Final Plat Approval Zavoral Addition Parcel No. 40.00137.00 and Parcel No. 

40.00154.00 

Discussion along with handouts pertaining to the Final Plat/Zavoral Addition was 

presented to the Board. A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 

Commissioner Jacobson and adoped by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the 

Final Plat Zavoral Addition Parcel No. 40.00137.00 and Parcel No. 40.00154.00 with 

the conditions as listed in the handout presented.  (Handout on file in the 

Administrator’s Office) 
 

*REVISED AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the revised September 1, 2020 agenda adding 

No. 2 and No. 3 under Highway.  

 

 HIGHWAY 

 Richard Sanders, Polk County Highway Engineer came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department: 

1. County Ditch 55 Tile Replacement 

Drain Tile on County Ditch 55 collapsed as part of the 2019 flood.  Quotes have been 

received for labor and equipment to install pipes, aprons and riprap.  A motion was 

made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by 

unanimous vote of the Board to accept the quote from Gladden Construction, LaPorte, 

MN  in the amount of $75,080.00 for labor and equipment for installation of the pipes, 

aprons and riprap on County Ditch 55. 

2. *Repair of CSAH 20 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

to provide labor and equipment to replace 84" culvert on CSAH 20 and allow Knife 

River, Bemidji, MN to do the repair in the amount of $45,240.00. 

3. **Lengby Pit, Mahnomen County Forestry Contract  

Discussion was brought forth regarding the developmnt, administration, inspection and 

summarization of timber sale on Polk County property located  on S1/2NE1/4 03-146-

39 (Parcel 07-033-1200) (Lengby Pit) Mahnomen County.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by 

unanimous vote of the Board to enter into a Contract for Forest Resource Management 

Services with Northern Forestry Inc., Bemidji, MN and authorize the County Engineer 

to sign the Contract for the development, administration , inspection and summarization 

of timber sale on Polk County property located in the S1/2NE1/4 03-146-39 (Parcel 

07-033-1200) (Lengby Pit) Mahnomen County.  
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 PROPERTY RECORDS 

 Michelle Cote, Property Records Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to her department: 

1. Temporary Easement To Construct For Government Entities 

Discussion along with the Temporary Permit and map were presented to the Board.  A 

motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to authorize the Polk County Chair and the 

Polk County Administrator to sign the Temporary Permit to Construct for Government 

Entities for Parcel No. 87.00570.01in the City of Fosston.  (Permit and map on file in 

the Administrator’s Office) 

 

 ADMINISTRATION 

  Chuck Whiting, Polk County Administrator came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to his department: 

1. Approval To Fill Clerk Typist Cashier III Vacancy – Attorney’s Office 

Due to a resignation of  a Clerk Typist Cashier III position in the Polk County 

Attorney’s Office a motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by 

Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to authorize the 

process of hiring a new Clerk Typist Cashier III position. 

2. 2021 Budget Status 

The status of the 2021 budget was discussed with the Board. 

3. CARES Funds Status 

The CARES Funds status was discussed with the Board. 

 

 AUDITOR WARRANTS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Wilhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the following Auditor Warrants for payment: 

 

AUDITOR WARRANTS 08/04/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 08/11/2020 
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 08/18/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 08/25/2020 
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MANUAL WARRANTS 08/04/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 08/07/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 08/10/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 08/17/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 08/18/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 08/18/2020 
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MANUAL WARRANTS 08/18/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 08/21/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 08/25/2020 

 
 

With no further business, the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., September 15, 2020. 

 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Gary Willhite, Chair 

 

 

 

 ______________________________________ 

 Charles S. Whiting, Polk County Administrator 

 Clerk of the Board 


