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MARCH 3, 2020 

BOARD MINUTES 

 

Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., March 3, 2020 in the Commissioners Room, Government 

Center, Crookston, MN.  Members present:   Commissioner Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner 

Warren Strandell, Commissioner Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan Lee and Commissioner Don 

Diedrich and Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board.   Others present: 

Valerie Bjerk, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

 

REVISED AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the revised March 3, 2020 agenda adding 

Sarah Reese, Public Health. 

 

 CONSENT AGENDA  

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Consent Agenda: 

1. Approve Auditor Warrants. 

 

 COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS ISSUE FORUM 

1. Commissioner Jacobson brought forth that he attended the AMC Legislative Conference 

along with an MRC meeting.   

2. Commissioner Strandell brought forth that he attended an MPO meeting, Red Lake 

Watershed Watch Dog meeting and an Intergovernmental meeting. 

3. Commissioner Willhite brought forth that he attended an Emergency Preparedness 

meeting with UMC personnel. 

4. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she attended the AMC Legislative Conference, an 

Education Training meeting, an MCIT meeting and she also met with Abdo, Eick & 

Meyers Certified Public Accountants. 

5. Commissioner Diedrich brought forth that he attended the Red Lake Watershed Watch 

Dog meeting. 

 

 SHERIFF 
 Jim Tadman, Polk County Sheriff along with Deputy Kyle Olson came before the Board with 

matters pertaining to the Sheriff’s Office: 

1. Introduction of New Deputy “Buffy” & K9 Handler Deputy Kyle Olson 

Buffy the new K9 dog was introduced to the Board by K9 Handler Deputy Kyle Olson.  

A twelve week training course will take place the end of March 2020. 

 

 PLANNING AND ZONING 

 Jacob Snyder, Environmental Specialist/Planning and Zoning Administration came before the 

Board with matters pertaining to Planning and Zoning: 
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1. Resolution (2020-28) 2018 Polk County Aquatic Invasive Species Plan 

 

2018 Polk County Aquatic Invasive Species Plan 

RESOLUTION (2020-28) 

 

The following resolution (2020-28) was offered by Commissioner Lee: 

 

WHEREAS, 2014 Session Law Chapter 308 enacted by the Legislature provides 

Minnesota counties a County Program Aid grant for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 

prevention.  The amount designated for each county is based on the number of watercraft 

trailer launches as well as the number of watercraft trailer parking spaces within each 

county.  Polk County was allocated $24,932 for 2014, $55,405 for 2015, $55,187.00 for 

2016, $65,563 for 2017, $65,073 for 2018 and years following, and 

 

WHEREAS, The legislation requires that Polk County must establish, by resolution or 

through adoption of a plan, guidelines for the use of the proceeds which are to prevent the 

introduction or limit the spread of AIS at water access sites within the County, and 

 

WHEREAS, The county may appropriate the proceeds directly or may use any portion of 

the proceeds to provide funding for a joint powers board or cooperative agreement with 

another political subdivision, a soil and water conservation district in the county, a 

watershed district in the county, or a lake association located in the county.  Any money 

appropriated by the county to a different entity or political subdivision must be used as 

required under this section, and 

 

WHEREAS, The county must submit a copy of its guidelines for use of the proceeds to the 

Department of Natural Resources by December 31 of the year the payments are received, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, The threat of the introduction and spread of AIS is acknowledged as a serious 

concern to the health of the environmental and economic health of Polk County, and   

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

designates oversight of Polk County’s AIS prevention efforts to the Polk County 

Environmental Services Department and delegates to them the responsibility to prepare, 

implement and report annually a plan to allocate the funding in accordance with the above 

legislation.  Allocation of funding, grant requests and plan updates are to be approved by 

the Polk County AIS Taskforce.  A copy of the approved AIS plan will be kept on file in 

the Polk County Environmental Services Department.   

 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS:  Lee, Diedrich, Strandell, Willhite and Jacobson.  NAYS:  

None. 
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2. Resolution (2020-29) 2019 Polk County Aquatic Invasive Species Plan 

 

2019 Polk County Aquatic Invasive Species Plan 

RESOLUTION (2020-29) 

 

The following resolution (2020-29) was offered by Commissioner Strandell: 

 

WHEREAS, 2014 Session Law Chapter 308 enacted by the Legislature provides 

Minnesota counties a County Program Aid grant for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 

prevention.  The amount designated for each county is based on the number of watercraft 

trailer launches as well as the number of watercraft trailer parking spaces within each 

county.  Polk County was allocated $24,932 for 2014, $55,405 for 2015, $55,187.00 for 

2016, $65,563 for 2017, $65,073 for 2018 and $65,042 for 2019, and 

 

WHEREAS, The legislation requires that Polk County must establish, by resolution or 

through adoption of a plan, guidelines for the use of the proceeds which are to prevent the 

introduction or limit the spread of AIS at water access sites within the County, and 

 

WHEREAS, The county may appropriate the proceeds directly or may use any portion of 

the proceeds to provide funding for a joint powers board or cooperative agreement with 

another political subdivision, a soil and water conservation district in the county, a 

watershed district in the county, or a lake association located in the county.  Any money 

appropriated by the county to a different entity or political subdivision must be used as 

required under this section, and 

 

WHEREAS, The county must submit a copy of its guidelines for use of the proceeds to the 

Department of Natural Resources by December 31 of the year the payments are received, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, The threat of the introduction and spread of AIS is acknowledged as a serious 

concern to the health of the environmental and economic health of Polk County, and   

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

designates oversight of Polk County’s AIS prevention efforts to the Polk County 

Environmental Services Department and delegates to them the responsibility to prepare, 

implement and report annually a plan to allocate the funding in accordance with the above 

legislation.  Allocation of funding, grant requests and plan updates are to be approved by 

the Polk County AIS Taskforce.  A copy of the approved AIS plan will be kept on file in 

the Polk County Environmental Services Department.   

 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Strandell, Willhite and Jacobson. NAYS:  

None. 

3. 2020 Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Plan for Polk County 

The 2020 Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Plan for Polk County was discussed and 

presented to the Board.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 
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Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the 

2020 Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Plan for Polk County as presented.  (Plan on 

file in the Administrator’s Office) 

4. Buffer Update – Administrative Penalty Order Process 

An update along with the Administrative Penalty Order (Polk County Buffer Program) 

was presented to the Board.  (Administrative Penalty Order (Polk County Buffer 

Program) on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

HIGHWAY 
 Richard Sanders, Polk County Highway Engineer came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department: 

1. 2020 Dumpster Quote – Tilberg Park 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the dumpster quote for Tilberg Park to 

Alternative Sanitation, LLC. Erskine, MN in the amount of $25.00/month (garbage 

pickup/each time $42.5625 includes tax and dumpster rental) 

2. 2020 Sign Quote 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the quote to Newman Signs, 

Jamestown, ND in the amount of $13,220.20. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 Jon Steiner, Environmental Services Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to his department: 

1. Solid Waste Program Updates 

Discussion was held with the Board regarding general updates on projects and permits for 

the Transfer Station, Landfill and Resource Recovery Facility.   Handouts pertaining to 

the future Landfill Expansion option was also presented to the Board.  (Handouts on file 

in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

*PUBLIC HEALTH 

 Sarah Reese, Public Health Director came before the Board with matters pertaining to her 

department: 

1. COVID-19 Virus Update 

An update was given to the Board regarding the COVID-19 Virus (Coronavirus).  The 

Center for Disease Control and the Minnesota Department of Health websites were 

referenced during the discussion. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 Chuck Whiting, Polk County Administrator came before the Board on behalf of Michelle 

Cote, Property Records Director matters pertaining to her department: 

1. Resolution (2020-27) Federal Recreational Trail Program 2020 Equipment Grant 

Fertile-Beltrami Sandhill Snowcruisers Inc. 
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Federal Recreational Trail Program 

2020 Equipment Grant Fertile-Beltrami Sandhill Snowcruisers Inc. 

RESOLUTION (2020-27) 

 

The following resolution (2020-27) was offered by Commissioner Jacobson: 

 

WHEREAS, Polk County supports the grant application made to the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources for the Federal Recreational Trail Program.  The 

application is to purchase snowmobile grooming equipment for the Fertile-Beltrami 

Sandhill Snowcruisers Recreational Trail System. The trail system is located in Polk 

County, and 

 

WHEREAS, Polk County recognizes the twenty-five (25) percent match requirement 

for the Federal Recreational Trail Program, and has been secured by The Fertile-

Beltrami Sandhill Snowcruisers for the matching funds 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, If Polk County is awarded a grant by the 

Minnesota Department of Natural resources, Polk County agrees to accept the grant 

award, and may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the above 

referenced project.  Polk County will comply with all applicable laws, environmental 

requirements and regulations as stated in the grant agreement, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the applicant has read the Conflict of Interest 

Policy contained in the Trail Program Grant Manual and certifies it will report any 

actual, potential, perceived, or organizational conflicts of interest upon discovery to the 

state related to the application or grant award. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Polk County Board of Commissioners names the 

fiscal agent for the Fertile-Beltrami Sandhill Snowcruisers, Inc. for this project as: 

 

  Polk County  

  Michelle Cote, Polk County Director of Property Records 

   612 N. Broadway-Suite 207 

  Crookston MN 56716 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Polk County hereby assures the grooming equipment 

acquired through this grant will be maintained for no less than twenty (20) years as 

required by the Federal Recreational Trail Grant Program or until such time as 

appropriate disposition actions are approved by the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources. 

 

Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Strandell, Willhite and Jacobson. 

NAYS:  None. 
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 Chuck Whiting, Polk County Administrator came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

his department: 

2. Update on MCIT Solid Waste Facilities Property/Casualty Coverage 

A handout was received at the recent February 20, 2020 AMC meeting in St. Paul, MN 

pertaining to Property Reinsurance Update for Waste to Energy Operations was presented 

with the Board.  (Handout on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

 AUDITOR WARRANTS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the following Auditor Warrants for payment: 

 

AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/04/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/04/2020 

 
 

See next page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 3, 2020 Page 7 
 

AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/04/2020 
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/05/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/11/2020 
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/18/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/25/2020 

 
 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/03/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/07/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/10/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/18/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/20/2020 
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MANUAL WARRANTS 02/20/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/20/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/21/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/21/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/21/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 02/24/2020 

 
 

With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., March 17, 2020. 

 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Gary Willhite, Chair 

 

 

 ______________________________________ 

 Charles S. Whiting, Polk County Administrator 

 Clerk of the Board 


