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FEBRUARY 4, 2020 

BOARD MINUTES 

 

Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., February 4, 2020 in the Commissioners Room, Government 

Center, Crookston, MN.  Members present:   Commissioner Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner 

Warren Strandell, Commissioner Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan Lee and Commissioner Don 

Diedrich and Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board.   Others present: 

Michelle Cote, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

 

REVISED AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the revised February 4, 2020 agenda adding 

No. 4 under Administration. 

 

 CONSENT AGENDA  

 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Consent Agenda: 

1. Approve Auditor Warrants. 

2. Approve the January 28, 2020 Board minutes. 

 

 COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS ISSUE FORUM 

1. AMC Legislative Policy Priorities 

2. Commissioner Jacobson brought forth that he has reached out to several Union Lake and 

Lake Sarah residents regarding the boat life canopy issue.   

3. Commissioner Strandell brought forth that he attended no meetings since the prior Board 

meeting. He did participate in the interviews for the new MIS Director position.  

4. Commissioner Willhite brought forth that he participated in the Finance Committee 

meeting where the focus was on the potential new finance software.  The Finance 

Committee also met a second time on the bond rating call.  In addition he also participated 

in the Polk Norman Mahnomen Community Health Board meeting. 

5. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she participated in the Finance Committee meeting.  

She also participated in the Polk Norman Mahnomen Community Health Board meeting.  

Information was brought forth regarding a Small Communities Advisory Sub-Committee 

appointment for the United States Environmental Protection Agency.   

6. Commissioner Diedrich brought forth that he attended no meetings since the prior Board 

meeting.  

 

REVISED AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the revised February 4, 2020 agenda adding 

No. 6 under Highway 

 

 HIGHWAY 
 Richard Sanders, Highway Engineer came before the Board with matters pertaining to his 

department:  
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1. Frontier Precision – Tablet for GPS Replacement 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to purchase two Trimble T7 Tablets and 

accessories with ½ day onsite training from Frontier Precision, Waite Park, MN in the 

amount of $7,739.20 for GPS units. 

2. Farmland Lease/Rent 

Discussion along with handouts pertaining to the Farm Land Rent/Lease quotes were 

presented to the Board.  The Polk County Highway Department rents out land which was 

the old Angus Pit and the old Liberty Pit. A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich 

seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to 

accept the quotes and approve both agreements from Strickler Peterson Cattle, Euclid, 

MN for the property located in Sections 25 and 36 of Angus Township and Pat Taylor, 

Fertile, MN  for the property located in Section 22 of Liberty Township.  (Handouts on 

file in the Administrator’s Office) 

3. Certificate of Performance/Final Acceptance SAP 060-111-001 and SAP 060-661-

013 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Certificate of Performance of 

Final Acceptance for SAP 060-111-001and SAP 060-661-013 and allow the County 

Engineer to sign the Certificate of Performances and the County Engineer and the County 

Administrator to sign the Final Voucher. 

4. MNDOT Federal Participation in Advance Construction Agreement 1036081 and 

Approve Resolution (2020-18) MN Department of Transportation Agency 

Agreement No. 1036081. 

Discussion along with the State of MN Agency Agreement 1036081 for Federal 

Participation in Advance Construction from MNDOT was presented to the Board.  A 

motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Agreement (1036081) as 

presented to the Board and allow the Administrator and the Board Chair to sign the 

Agreement.  (Agreement on file in the Administrator’s Office)  

RESOLUTION (2020-18) 

 

MN Department of Transportation Agency  

Agreement No. 1036081 

 

 The following resolution (2020-18) was offered by Commissioner Lee: 

BE IT RESOLVED, That pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 161.36, the 

Commissioner of Transportation be appointed as Agent of the County of Polk to accept 

as its agent, federal aid funds which may be made available for eligible transportation 

related projects. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Polk County Chair and the Polk County 

Administrator are hereby authorized and directed for and on behalf of the County to 

execute and enter into an agreement with the Commissioner of Transportation 

prescribing the terms and conditions of said federal aid participation as set forth and 

contained in “Minnesota Department of Transportation Agency Agreement No. 
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1036081,  a copy of which said agreement was before the Polk County  Board and 

which is made a part hereof by reference. 

 

Titles of persons authorized to sign on behalf of Polk County:  Polk County Chair and 

the Polk County Administrator. 

 

Commissioner Diedrich seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson.   

NAYS: None. 

5. January 31, 2020 Lettings for Gravel Road Stabilization, Gravel Stockpile, Crack 

fill and Equipment Rental 
A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the Gravel Road Stabilization 

Contract to Wm D Scepaniak, Inc., Holdingford, MN in the amount of $630,168.00. A 

motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the Gravel Stock Pile Contract to 

Ferguson Brothers Excavating Inc., Alexandria, MN in the amount of $135,450.00. A 

motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the Crack fill Contract to Northwest 

Asphalt and Maintenance, Grygla MN in the amount of $125,775.00. A motion was made 

by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by 

unanimous vote of the Board to award the Equipment Rental Bids to all that bid. 

6. Safety Compliance Services Agreement 
A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Agreement with Safety 

Compliance Services LLC in the amount of $15,000.00 for the time period of January 1, 

2020 to December 31, 2020.  (Agreement on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

 SHERIFF 

 Jim Tadman, Polk County Sheriff came before the Board with matters pertaining to his 

department: 

1. Approve and Sign 2019 Emergency Management Performance Grant 

Agreement 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Lee 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve and sign the 2019 

Emergency Management Performance Grant Agreement as presented to the Board.  

(Agreement on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

2. Hazard Mitigation Assistance Agreement for Counties Utilizing HSEM Plan 

Update Consultant 

Discussion was brought forth regarding the Hazard Mitigation Assistance 

Agreement for Counties Utilizing HSEM Plan Update Consultant as presented to 

the Board.  (Agreement on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

RESOLUTION (2020-15) 

Authorizing Participation In Planning Process And  

Execution Agreement 
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The following resolution (2020-15) was offered by Commissioner Diedrich: 

 

WHEREAS, The County of Polk is participating in a hazard mitigation planning 

process as established under the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Act establishes a framework for the development of a multi- 

jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Act as part of the planning process requires public involvement 

and local coordination among neighboring local units of government and business; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, The county will lead the planning effort with the assistance of 

consultants and State of Minnesota mitigation staff. 

 

WHEREAS, The county will provide staff and resources from departments related 

to mitigation, will facilitate participation of jurisdiction within the county, and 

provide quarterly reporting on plan progress. 

 

WHEREAS, The plan must include a risk assessment including past hazards, 

hazards that threaten the county. maps of hazards, an estimate of structures at risk, 

estimate of potential dollar losses for each hazard, a general description of land uses 

and future development trends; and 

 

WHEREAS, The plan must include a mitigation strategy including goals and 

objectives and an action plan identifying specific mitigation projects and costs; and 

 

WHEREAS, The plan must include a maintenance or implementation process 

including plan updates, integration of plan into other planning documents and how 

the county will maintain public participation and coordination; and 

 

WHEREAS, The draft plan will be shared with the State of Minnesota and the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for coordination of state and 

federal review and comment on the draft; and  

 

WHEREAS, Approval of the all hazard mitigation plan will make the county 

eligible to receive Hazard Mitigation Assistance grants as they become available; 

and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That Polk County will enter into an 

agreement with the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 

in the Minnesota Department of Public Safety for the program entitled Hazard 

Mitigation Assistance (HMA) for the update of the Polk County Hazard Mitigation 

plan.  Commissioner Garry Willhite   Board Chair is hereby authorized to execute 

and sign such agreements and any amendments hereto as are necessary to 
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implement the plan on behalf of Polk County Emergency Management, Polk 

County MN.   

 

Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared 

adopted upon the following vote.  YEAS:  Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, Strandell and 

Jacobson. NAYS: None. 

 

 ASSESSOR 

 Mark Landsverk, Polk County Assessor came before the Board with matters pertaining to his 

department: 

1. County Board of Appeal and Equalization 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to set the date and time for the County Board of 

Appeal and Equalization for June 16, 2020 at 6 p.m., at the Polk County Government 

Center. 

2. Statutory Board Notification of Changes 

Discussion along with handouts were presented to the Board regarding the re-

submission of Clerical Changes to the 2019 Assessment and submission of the full 

2019 Abatement List.  A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 

Commissioner Diedrich and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to acknowledge 

receipt of the list of Clerical Changes and the Notification of Changes to the 2019 

Assessment as presented.  (Handouts on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

TAX PAYER SERVICE CENTER AND FINANCE 

 Sam Melbye, TPSC Supervisor and Ron Denison, Finance Director came before the Board 

with matters pertaining to Special Assessments: 

1. Special Assessments for 2019 Watershed Debt Issues 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve three special assessments, one for 

each on the benefitted properties of the following:  Middle Snake Tamarac River 

Watershed 175 with a $745,000 principal amount, Sandhill Watershed Ditch 80 Project 

32 with a $795,000 principal amount, and Red Lake Watershed District 16 Project 177 

with a principal amount $2,285,000 plus damages of $300,140.44 for a total of 

$2,585,140.44. (Interest rate of 3.80% and with principal amounts adequate to repay the 

bonds issued for these projects by Polk County in 2019 with a 20 year duration). 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 Chuck Whiting, Polk County Administrator came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

his department: 

1. Resolution (2020-16) Authorizing The County To Enter Into A Credit Enhancement 

Program Agreement With The Minnesota Public Facilities Authority 

 

RESOLUTION (2020-16) 

Authorizing The County To Enter Into A 

Credit Enhancement Program Agreement 

With The Minnesota Public Facilities Authority 
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The following resolution (2020-16) was offered by Commissioner Diedrich: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Polk County, Minnesota (the 

“County”), as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  Authorization.  The Board hereby determines that it is in the best interests 

of the County to submit an Application to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority 

(the “Authority”) Credit Enhancement Program (the “Program”) with respect to the 

improvements to the County’s human resources building. 

SECTION 2. Approval of the Authority’s Credit Enhancement Program Agreement.   

The Program Agreement (the “Agreement”) is hereby approved, the same being before 

the Board and made a part of this resolution by reference. 

 

SECTION 3.  Authorization to Sign Agreement and Related Forms.  The Chair and the 

County Administrator are authorized to sign the Agreement on the County’s behalf and 

to execute any other related forms prescribed by the Authority with respect to the 

Agreement. 

 

SECTION 4.  Agreement to Comply with Minnesota Statutes, Section 446A.086.  The 

County is entering into the Agreement with the Authority pursuant to Minnesota 

Statutes, Section 446A.086 (the “PFA Act”) and the County hereby agrees to comply 

with and be bound by the provisions of the PFA Act. 

 

SECTION 5. Submission of the Agreement.  The Chair and County Administrator 

are hereby authorized to submit, on the County’s behalf, the Agreement to the 

Authority, together with the nonrefundable application fee. 

 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson.   

NAYS: None. 

2. Resolution (2020-17) Relating to $1,625,000 General Obligation Watershed District 

Refunding Bonds, Series 2020B; Authorizing The Issuance And Calling For The 

Sale Thereof 

 

RESOLUTION (2020-17) 

Resolution Relating to $1,625,000 General Obligation Watershed District  

Refunding Bonds, Series 2020B; Authorizing The Issuance 

And Calling For The Sale Thereof 

 

The following resolution (2020-17) was offered by Commissioner Diedrich: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Polk County, Minnesota (the 

“County”), as follows: 

SECTION 1.  PURPOSE.  It is hereby determined to be in the best interests of the 
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County to issue its General Obligation Watershed District Refunding Bonds, Series 

2020B, in the approximate principal amount of $1,625,000 (the “Bonds”), pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapters 103D and 475, to refund the outstanding maturities of 

the County’s $2,710,000 General Obligation Watershed District Bonds, Series 2012, 

dated February 8, 2012. 

 

SECTION 2.  TERMS OF PROPOSAL.  PFM Financial Advisors LLC, municipal 

advisor to the County, has presented to this Board a Sale Memo for the sale of the 

Bonds which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and hereby approved and shall be placed 

on file by the County Administrator.  Each and all of the provisions of the Sale Memo 

are hereby adopted as the terms and conditions of the Bonds and of the sale thereof, 

with such changes as may be acceptable to the County Administrator.  PFM Financial 

Advisors LLC is hereby authorized to solicit proposals for the Bonds on behalf of the 

County on a competitive basis. 

 

SECTION 3.  SALE MEETING.  This Board shall meet at the time and place shown 

in the Sale Memo, for the purpose of considering sealed proposals for the purchase of 

the Bonds and of taking such action thereon as may be in the best interests of the 

County. 

 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson.   

NAYS: None. 

3. Review of Enterprise Software Proposals (via weblink) with Geniene Scherer of 

Abdo, Eick & Meyer 

Last fall the County sought proposals for Finance and Human Resources software.  Via 

Weblink the Enterprise software proposals were reviewed by the Board with Geniene 

Scherer of Abdo, Eick & Meyer. 

4. *Approval of Contract with Diversified Contractors for East Grand Forks 

Building Construction 

A motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Contract with Diversified 

Contractors for the East Grand Forks Building Construction as presented to the Board.  

(Contract on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

 AUDITOR WARRANTS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the following Auditor Warrants for payment: 

 

See next page. 
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 AUDITOR WARRANTS 01/06/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 01/07/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 01/14/2020 
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 01/21/2020 

 
 

See next page. 
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 01/24/2020 

 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 01/28/2020 
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MANUAL WARRANTS 01/06/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/10/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/13/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/17/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/21/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/21/2020 
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MANUAL WARRANTS 01/21/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/24/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/24/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/24/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/29/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/31/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 01/31/2020 

 
 

With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., February 18, 2020. 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Gary Willhite, Chair 

 

 ______________________________________ 

 Charles S. Whiting, Polk County Administrator 

 Clerk of the Board 


